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Enfleshed 
 
The Word was made flesh, and lived among us, full 
of grace and truth.  [from John 1] 
  
When I was a little girl, and had learned to read, I 
became even more fascinated by the gifts under the 
Christmas tree—well, at least those with my name 
on the tag.  I would move the package under a lamp 
and try to press the paper flat against the box to see 
if I could read any words: “Barbie,” “horse,” 
“Monopoly.”  Or maybe something I hadn’t even 
asked for.  
 
But even if I could read the words, it just increased 
my desire to get under the paper, inside the 
box.  Because, though the words themselves were 
delicious, they were really just teasers to whatever 
was inside.  They made me want to hold and touch 
and play with the actual thing the words 
described.  The word wasn’t enough. 
           
The Word was made flesh.  
          
 In John’s gospel, the Word was with God from the 
beginning, but it wasn’t enough.  It was the actual 
thing, the real person, who was needed.  The miracle 
of a human child, who was unable even to use 
words himself until he would learn to speak as most 
any child does, was the realness, the physicality, the 
essence of the thing.  That the eternal Word could 
be present in a human was beyond 
imagination.  Yet, there it was. 
           
What does it mean for us, who cannot touch the 
infant, smell his baby breath, see his fingers and 
toes, hear his cries? 
           
We look for the eternal Word made flesh among us, 
but we don’t have to look far. 
           
Yes, there are people who do really bad things in 
this world.  But there are also moments when we 
can point to some person or act and 
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think:  There.  There it is.  That’s how we see 
eternity right here. 
 
Maybe it’s some random act of kindness.  Or the 
face of your most precious loved one.  Some deep 
goodness you see in a person you know or a 
stranger. 
          
We have each other.  The Word is made flesh anew 
each day, right here among us. 
           
And we glimpse grace and truth. 
 

~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 
 

 

 
 
 
 

This 
Christmas 

end a quarrel. 
Seek out a forgotten 

friend. Dismiss suspicion 
and replace it with trust. 

Write a love letter.  Share some 
treasure.  Give a soft answer.  Keep 

a promise.  Find the time.  Forgo a grudge. 
Forgive an enemy.  Listen.  Apologize if you 

were wrong.  Try to understand.  Examine your 
demands on others.  Think first of someone else. 

Be kind; be gentle.  Appreciate.  Laugh a little.  Laugh a 
little more.  Express your gratitude.  Gladden the heart of 

a child.  Welcome a stranger.  Take pleasure in the 
beauty and the wonder of earth. 

Speak your love. 
Speak it again. 

Speak it yet 
once again. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=11
https://melissabanesevier.wordpress.com/2013/12/31/enfleshed/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 

Why do we have 12 days of Christmas?  As December 
25th has past, do you hear anyone is still saying ‘Merry 
Christmas” to each other? Why or Why not?  Are you still 
sharing a Christmas greeting?  What did God want 
Jeremiah to know when he said he would gather them 
from the farthest parts of the earth? What was Jeremiah 
was talking about when he said the people will be radiant 
over the grain, the wine and the oil? How can we continue 
to care for the earth and be satisfied with God’s bounty?  
Lesson Plans that Work 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 147:12-20  

Why does God command us to praise Him?  How does 
this passage encourage the brokenhearted?  How is God’s 
power and wisdom described? How do we see both God’s 
justice and grace in this passage? How do these attributes 
of God point to Jesus?  What does this passage say about 
the weather? How should we respond to the types of 
weather conditions described in this Psalm?  How should 
we respond to the privilege of having God’s Word?  
Imago Dei 
 

____3rd Reading:  Ephesians 1:3-14  
 

When you count your blessings, what do you put on the 
top of your list?  What reminders does Paul give us that 
are wrapped in praise?  When you read that we are all 
adopted and we are all family, how does this affect your 
thinking about your relationship to the church and God?  
Paul repeats the phrase “praise of his glory” as he reminds 
the Ephesians of all that God has done for them. What 
good comes from remembering God’s blessings?  When 
we read about all the blessings we have in this passage, 
does it strengthen your faith? Does it increase your 
courage?  When Paul writes this letter, it is addressed to 
the church. What effect does fear, or lack of faith have on 
a church body?  What are some examples of fear or lack 
of faith that make a church ineffective?  How about our 
church?  If we know that God is for the church, and in the 
church, and with the church, will this strengthen the faith 
of the church and increase its witness to our neighborhood 
and the world?  Eagle Christian Church ____4th Reading:  John 1:(1-9), 10-18 

 
King Herod has been king since the year 38 BC. What do 
we know about him from this passage? What scheme does 
he come up with to find out where this baby is?  What did 
he do when he realized he had been “tricked” by the wise 
men?   What do we know of the “wise men” from this 
passage?  Why did they have to ask King Herod where the 
baby was?  What did they do when they found the place 
where the star had “stopped?” What is the significance of 
their having “knelt down and paid him homage?”  What is 
the significance of the gifts?  What did the wise men do 
after their visit to the infant king?  Why is this story 
important enough to Matthew to include - when none of 
the other Gospels include this story?  How might this story 
help us in our transitions? How might it give us courage to 
risk the new, while not abandoning the known ways? 
Lesson Plans that Work  

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Holy God, 
We are hungry for more of you 
We ask you to reveal more of yourself to us 
to take us beyond the confines of familiar habits 
to free us from the restrictions and distortions of our 
language to expand our understanding of you 
so that we can love you whole heartedly, we can 
communicate you faithfully, and we can reflect your 
full image to a world that needs you.  Amen 
 
~ Fresh Worship, Grace Church 

“How we praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly realms because we belong to 
Christ.” Ephesians 1:3 

we sit down 
with our sharpened pencils, 
to chart out the 
longitude and latitude 
of your grace 
only 
to keep running 
out of paper; 
 

we tie a string 
around each sin, 
dropping them into 
your sea of forgiveness, 
only  
to discover we can 
never plumb its depths; 
 

we scrabble and scrape, 
push and pummel ourselves 
from Land's End to John o' Groats 
on our self-planned journey, 
only 
to find 
we are at the 
starting point 
of your Way; 
 

how foolish we are 
to try to limit you 
by our imagination 
only.                          ~ Thom M. Shuman, Prayers 4 Today 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=11
https://lessonplansthatwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2013/11/LPTW-Christmas-2A-OC-OT.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=11
https://idcraleigh.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Ps-147.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=11
http://www.eaglechristianchurch.com/sermon_files/2012-10-21/sga.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=11
https://lessonplansthatwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2013/11/LPTW-Christmas-2A-Adult.pdf
http://www.freshworship.org/
http://prayersfortoday.blogspot.ca/

