
crowd is ready to run him out of town for challenging their 
assumptions, their way of being and doing, and for speaking a 
prophetic word of truth. Ouch! Even though Jesus reminds his 
followers in Matthew 10:19-20 that Speak the Truththey will 
be given the words to speak under persecution, and even 
though God touches Jeremiah’s lips and puts his words in 
Jeremiah’s mouth and appoints him to speak, I’m not sure we 
see these words as applicable to us today. 

What words has God put in your mouth? Do you believe that 
the Spirit will provide you with the right words and intercede 
for you in prayer when you have no words (Romans 8:26)? Do 
you feel empowered to be a prophetic voice for your time and 
in your context? And I’m not speaking only to ordained or 
commissioned church leaders; I’m talking about the 
priesthood of all believers here. Bearing witness to the gospel 
and sharing the faith is not reserved for the likes of the faithful 
Christians we commemorate throughout the church year. 
From the moment we are named and claimed in Baptism God 
has been in the process of putting words in our mouth, of 
forming us for discipleship. In fact, the appointed lesson Old 
Testament lesson (Jeremiah 1:4-10), God consecrates and 
appoints Jeremiah to be a prophet to the nations before even 
forming him in the womb. 

This is one reason it is so important for us to gather in 
community. It’s in the activities and nurture of the beloved 
community that we train to speak the words God puts in each 
of us, to live as faithful folk, and to bear a prophetic witness 
and word to a hurting world. Remember Brenda Ueland’s 
words? Well, let me paraphrase them for a faith Speaking 
Outcontext: We all have something important to say, we are 
uniquely gifted to do that, and we are in the process of being 
equipped to share our gifts with others. 

Nobody promises that those with whom we speak will like our 
words; this isn’t a popularity contest. But we must speak on 
behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves. We must 
speak against injustice. We must proclaim the love, mercy, 
and saving grace of Jesus that we experience. Otherwise, we 
may just have to eat those words, and they were not designed 
to be swallowed. So speak those words, dear friends. Just spit 
‘em out. Don’t wait for the perfect moment or until you feel 
sufficiently educated, 
prepared, or holy enough. Do 
it now. Be the wonderful 
sinner/saint God created you 
to be. Open your mouth; after 
all, you already have the 
words. 

~  Sharron R. Blezard, 
Stewardship of Life 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Putting Words in Your Mouth 

There aren’t too many people I know who like to have words 
put in their mouths. Most of us like to formulate our own 
thoughts and in their speaking give them flesh, bones, and 
spirit. Some folks, of course, like to hear themselves speak a 
little too much, but still there is value in the act of speaking 
and in the holy gift of language and word. One of my 
favorite authors and teachers, Brenda Ueland, penned these 
words: “Everybody is talented, original, and has something 
important to say.” 

Granted, Ueland was not speaking of evangelism or 
preaching or teaching in a faith community, but the 
principles are equally as apt for modern followers of the 
Way. By the very nature of our creation we are talented, 
unique, and original. God doesn’t make junk; we aren’t 
created for the seconds bin, even though we all bear the 
scratches and dents of life in this broken world. The key is 
identifying, nurturing, and owning these gifts for the benefit 
of the beloved community, and allowing God to put words in 
our mouth. 

For the past two weeks Paul has spoken passionately to the 
fractured folk in the Corinthian church about their giftedness
–both individually and also corporately as those gifts are knit 
together into the body of Christ. We are not cookie-cutter 
Christians. Each one of us brings talents, skills, and 
experiences to our local faith communities that add spice, 
color, and flavor to the mix. Whether we are encouraged to 
use our gifts and add them to the community’s Love 
Lettersculture and expression of faith is another question. I 
fear all too often there is pressure to conform to a model 
Christian identity, whether that identity is a product of 
community expectations or of our own insecurity. 

This week Paul hammers home his “more excellent way” of 
what it means to live in community, the way and culture of 
love. Love is the icing on our gifts. Love is the blanket that 
covers our imperfections. Love is the glue that holds our 
communities together to be witnesses to the gospel. And 
love should also open our mouths and loosen our tongues to 
proclaim God’s praise, to speak against injustice, and to tell 
others what God is doing. But there’s the rub. We’re back to 
not finding it particularly palatable to have words put in our 
mouth or to be encouraged to speak words that might offend, 
alienate, or make us appear “crazy.” 

Look at this week’s gospel lesson. Jesus was just lauded as 
the hometown boy made good last week, and now the same 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 

God has given Jeremiah the task of prophesying to “the 
nations.” Who are “the nations”? In what way or ways 
would this task be demanding? Why would Jeremiah be 
surprised to have messages to deliver to Israel, Judah, and 
Jerusalem? In what way or ways can messages to Israel, 
Judah, and Jerusalem be considered messages to “the 
nations”? What is harder: speaking to people you know 
well, or speaking to strangers? Why? God specifically 
tells Jeremiah that God will be with him, “to deliver him,” 
in his upcoming work. What effect does this assurance 
have on Jeremiah? What effect would it have on you? 
Why? Matters of Interpretation 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 71:1-6  

 

Do you have a favorite refuge or safe place (either real or 
mental)? How did you arrive at that particular place? 
What pressed you to discover it? Talk about the various 
terms/metaphors that surround the concept of God as our 
refuge. What different nuances do they add to the big 
picture of God's safety/security/protection? How does the 
psalmist describe God? What is he asking of God? What 
passages in the New Testament concerning the Person 
and work of Jesus Christ help us rightly view and apply 
these opening verses of Psalm 71? What is the psalmist 
asking for? How does he describe his relationship to God? 
Share a time when you clung to God as your refuge. How 
did you find your way to safety? Cayucos Community 
Church, Rivers Hill 

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 

In addition to speaking in tongues, what are some other 
spiritual gifts that carry with them the tendency to 
become prideful and unloving? Why do we tend to define 
our value by what we do rather than by who we are? 
According to Jesus, it takes faith the size of a mustard 

seed – that would be about as big as this dot: ● to be able 

to move mountains. What have you found that has helped 
your faith grow? How can we use our faith to love others? 
In verses 4-7, which characteristics are attitudes and 
which are actions? Which are positive and which are 
negative? Which of these characteristics is most difficult 
for you? Why do you think Paul refers to tongues, 
prophecy, and knowledge as being imperfect? What do 
you think the “perfect” is? What are the marks of being a 
spiritual child? Why do you think some believers remain 
immature in their faith for years while others grow 
spiritually? Group Discussion Guide 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 4:21-30  

 
What did Jesus do and say after reading this scripture? 
How does he fulfill this prophecy of Isaiah? How did the 
people respond initially? Why were they spiritually blind? 
How did Jesus rebuke them?  What was the story of the 
widow of Zarephath? How was she different from the 
widows of Israel of her time? What was the story of 
Naaman? How was he different from the lepers in Israel? 
How did each exhibit faith? What else did these two 
people have in common? Why were the people in the 
synagogue furiously angry when Jesus told these stories 
from the Old Testament? How should they have 
responded? What did they try to do? What did Jesus do? 
How do the readings from Luke 4 shape (or re-shape) a 
congregation's ministry? University Bible Fellowship 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
God of grace and clarity,  
We pray for people who are overlooked, unnoticed,  
hidden away by policy,  
in the corners of our minds, of our society, of our 
world. 
We give thanks for the people who look us in the eye,  
Who do not flinch at our humanity,  
Who do not turn away from our vulnerability,  
Who see us with the eyes of love,  
that different way of seeing. 
Give us your grace and clarity among us and within 
us;  
Your different way of seeing. 
 
                                      ~ Monthly Prayers, Christian Aid 

Becoming the Outsider 
 
To follow and to participate in the unfolding of that 
narrative is also to be open to its costs. It is to be with 
and to become the outsider. It is to live with the 
puzzling particularities and with the edge-people 
through whom God is manifest. It is to risk the 
journey in the desert, the trek to the Jordan, the 
headlong plunge down the hillside, the journey to 
Jerusalem, and the cross. 

~ David L. Ostendorf, Feasting on the Word Year C,    
   Volume One Epiphany 4, via Suzanne Guthrie,  

At the Edge of Enclosure 
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