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The People Who Walk in Darkness 

John is in jail and Jesus is on the run. This week’s 
gospel opens up like a western movie. Back then, 
preaching peace and living love could be a very 
dangerous business. In fact, it still can be. Jesus 
knows his ministry will take him to the cross. But 
he’s not ready for that yet. He’s just begun and there 
is so much work to do. Herod has John locked up, but 
that doesn’t shut him up. From the depths of the 
dungeon, John cries out: “Repent,” echoing Christ’s 
call to: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

They are both on-message together. But all in all, it 
doesn’t look like an ideal time to start a ministry… 
and certainly not the ideal place for it. Northern 
Galilee is definitely not where “the beautiful people” 
are… nothing but fishermen, and poor ones at that. 
But Jesus is preaching out in the boondocks for a 
reason… the very same reason that he was born in 
Bethlehem. In proclaiming the New Covenant, he is 
faithful to every prophecy of the Old Covenant, right 
to the letter. And as Isaiah had predicted, this 
backwater is where the light would come to: the 
people who walked in darkness. 

The darkness in Northern Galilee was largely a 
function of isolation. They were way out of the 
mainstream, eking out a subsistence living. Jerusalem 
was where the action was, where the priests held 
sway, where theology was the constant topic of the 
day. In Northern Galilee their focus was on empty 
nets and trying to fill them with fish. They lived in 
the darkness of bare, solitary subsistence. 
The darkness we walk in today is the mirror opposite. 

Our darkness is a function of poorly distributed 
prosperity and the envy and self-indulgence it breeds. 
It is compounded by constant media intrusion and 
message overload. Our dark isolation is a defense 
mechanism developed by a people drowning in a non
-stop information dump. In the familiar code of 
texting, we are suffering from TMI: “too much 
information.” But more than that, we are swamped 
with TMDI: “too much dysfunctional information.” 
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The first objective of this media onslaught is to 
capture eyeballs, to get attention. Predictably that has 
resulted in a race to the bottom across the whole 
spectrum. Shock value is what makes messages go 
viral. Sex and violence get ratings, while trashing the 
envelope of decency. Popular music features a non-
stop deluge of obscenity and misogyny pouring out of 
headphones right into young brains. Even a G-rating 
is no protection against smarmy scripts riddled with 
corrupt values and double-entendres. While the 
insidious poison of porn awaits both young and old, 
only a few key-strokes away. 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. The 
message is two-thousand years old; but it’s as if Jesus 
had composed it this morning just for us. The 
kingdom certainly is at hand. But you won’t find it on 
MapQuest. The kingdom of heaven exists where the 
bondage of sin has been broken; where God is 
praised; where neighbor is loved. For the faithful, the 
kingdom of heaven exists wherever God’s will reigns: 
in a single soul, in a family, a congregation, a 

community. But that great blessing comes with a 
great obligation. We are the light of the world. We 
must take that light to the people who walk in 
darkness. We must live an evangelical life; letting 
family, friends, co-workers, everyone we touch today 
know from our example…our faith, our hope, our 
love… that the kingdom of heaven is at hand. It is 
here for the asking. There is no reason to walk in 
darkness when we can dance in the light. 

~ David Sellery, This Week’s Focus 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=15
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=dbffd2070718c7bb6a1b9b7e0&id=f224ee1eb2&e=9d753c1a09


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 9:1-4 
 

What positive associations do you have with light?  What 
are some of the injustices in our society that you have 
noticed and care about? What attributes of God are 
apparent in this passage?  How would you explain the 
Light that came into your darkness?  How much of the 
injustice Isaiah condemned in his time do you see in our 
own time?  What specific injustice in your area of 
influence can you challenge in the name of God? How? 
What person do you know who is still "walking in 
darkness" for whom God would have you pray? The 
reaction to such dramatic change is bound to be strong. 
What evidence is there in the gospels of surprise, disbelief 
and contempt when he who was called "the Light of the 
World" began his work in Galilee?  How has the Lord 
brought light into your dark corner of the world?  
Community Life Church 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 27:1, 4-9  

In what area of your life do you need God to be light right 
now?  Is God as light always welcome in your life? When 
might he not be?  Light is often seen as a symbol of God’s 
presence and influence and darkness is seen as a symbol 
of God’s absence. Why is this a good metaphor? Which is 
stronger, darkness or light?  What is the purpose of a 
refuge and stronghold? What images come to mind when 
you think of a refuge and a stronghold?  What did David 
want more than anything else?  Why do you think this 
“one thing” was so important to David?  If you could ask 
“one thing” of the Lord and have it granted, what would it 
be?  Tuesday Cafe 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Jesus, You are the Light of the World. 
Shine Your light in me today. 
Chase away the darkness of sin, 
the darkness of fear and doubt and despair. 
Fill me with the light of Your truth, Your Word. 
Produce in me the fruit of righteousness – 
the evidence that Your Holy Spirit lives in me 
and works in me and works through me.  
Teach me what is pleasing to You. 
Make me a shining example of Your amazing grace, 
redeeming love, and life-changing power. 
May others be drawn to You through me. Amen. 
 

~ Beliefnet.com 

 

The sacred call is transformative. It is an invitation to 
our souls, a mysterious voice reverberating within, a 
tug on our hearts that can neither be ignored nore 
denied. It contains, by definition, the purest message 
and promise of essential freedom. It touches us at the 
center of our awareness. When such a call occurs and 
we hear it - really hear it - our shift to a higher 
consciousness is assured. 

 

~ David A. Cooper, Parabola Magazine, The Call, Spring 
1994, via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

____3rd Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
 

What was the first issue that Paul addressed in this letter to 
the church at Corinth?  From this section, how did that 
issue manifest itself? What were the negative 
manifestations of the issue? According to verse 10, what 
did Paul want to see in the Corinthian church? Identify the 
3 positive components or characteristics of Paul’s goal for 
them.  According to verse 17, what was Paul’s mission to 
the Corinthian church? In other words, what was the one 
thing that he was supposed to have done there and what 
were the two things he was not supposed to have done?  
What concern did Paul have with regard to the way he 
preached the gospel?  What did he mean by that? How 
would preaching the gospel in the wrong way result in 
what Paul was concerned about? What might be your 
mission for the church? First Even Evangelical Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 4:12-23  

 
What did people need to repent of? What kind of “change 
of mind” was needed?  How is Jesus a teacher? Do we 
ourselves think of Jesus as a teacher? If so – what have we 
learned from Jesus?  In what way or ways is this story a 
model for being a disciple of Jesus’?  What is your own 
experience of having been called into a Christian 
community?  When have you been an unlikely and 
unexpected source of help for another person? In what 
ways has your congregation sat in darkness, and then 
experienced the light of God's love?  Would you describe 
your experience of faith and call as ever having a "gut-
wrenching" moment?  What would a re-set of your own 
life look and feel like, today?  Matters of Interpretation, 
Weekly Seeds 
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