
compass is there? Sometimes we are run out of town for not 
doing the work of the Spirit, and sometimes we are run out 
for being offensive insensitive jerks. Sometimes we are 
accepted by communities because we are accommodating, 
uncritical, and unchallenging and sometimes we are accepted 
because we speak of the hope and promise of Jesus Christ. 
 
“The Great Thanksgiving for Advent” quotes the Magnificat 
saying, “You fill the hungry with good things, and the rich 
you send away empty.” Every Advent I am surprised, 
thrilled, and scared of these words as I stand at the Table and 
offer them to God and the congregation. Mary speaks to our 
fears nicely. We want for God to choose us, and over and 
over again God sides with the oppressed, the poor, the 
captive, the hurting, and the lost. 
 
This is a terrifying word because it means that God may not 
choose us. It is scary that the good news might be for 
someone else and not for me, us, or you. We spend so much 
time in Christmas parsing the meaning of the incarnation.  
The Word became Flesh and dwells among us… Love came 
down at Christmas….To you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, Christ the Lord… Glory 
to the newborn king, God and Sinners reconciled… veiled in 
flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity. In the season 
of Christmas and Epiphany we move beyond the reality of 
the incarnation and dig into the “why” of incarnation. Why 
did Christ come in flesh? To save us from sin certainly, but 
also to speak into the reality of the world. To speak the 
words of the prophets in favor of the poor, oppressed, 
captive, and the hurting. 
 
The metric we then use to determine if we are doing the work 
of God is “Am I where God is?” Are we with the poor, the 
oppressed, the hungry, and the thirsty? Are we with God and 
God’s people when no one else is, when no one else wants to 
be, when everyone else tells us not to be? Maybe (as hard as 
this might be for us to stomach as Americans), God isn’t with 
us. Maybe God is with the people Jesus reads about in Isaiah. 
 
If we as the Church are to claim the authority to act as the 
Body of Christ, we must be with Christ. Where can your 
congregation be with Christ in your community? Who can 
you be with that Christ is “bringing good news” “release” 
and “freedom” to? God is with us. God is with you. Christ 
cleanses us of our sin, offers us transformation, 
righteousness, and holiness. Can we fully grasp that holiness 
if we stand apart from the favored ones of God? 

~ The Rev. Jonathan Gaylord, Modern Metanoia 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Is God With Us? 
 
Too often we sanitize Jesus’ ministry and today’s reading is 
one of the ways that we as preachers get ourselves stuck 
sanitizing or sanding down rough scriptural edges for our 
congregations. If we limit ourselves only to these eight 
verses, we miss the power and danger of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Look at where this text sits. Jesus has been baptized (the 
gospel lesson from Baptism of our Lord), driven out into 
the wilderness (a text we won’t read ‘til Lent 1), and come 
back filled with the power of the Spirit. He begins to teach 
in the synagogue and was “praised by everyone.” He is 
handed the Scroll of Isaiah and begins to read Isaiah 4:17. 
He concludes, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing.” Everyone is amazed, and if we leave it there, 
the Holy Spirit works and everyone is #bff #blessed. 
 
The problem is, that’s not the Jesus we get. He comes out 
of the desert after being tempted and gets right to work. 
Luke doesn’t tell us how long it is before Jesus arrives in 
Nazareth, but the gospel relates the events in near Markan 
breathlessness. Jesus goes from the desert to the synagogue 
fast. So here is a dusty, emaciated, threadbare son of a local 
craftsman showing up to read from the prophet Isaiah about 
how God is going to look out for the poor, oppressed, 
captive, and blind. The people might have just been amazed 
and praised Jesus because they were surprised he was 
standing, let alone reading scripture. 
 
We have to be honest about the Holy Spirit. This isn’t a 
safe Spirit. The Spirit is poured out on Jesus in baptism and 
then DRIVES HIM INTO THE WILDERNESS TO BE 
TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL. The Spirit sees Jesus through 
the wilderness, and Jesus returns filled with the power of 
the Spirit. Jesus takes this power and preaches, and people 
are amazed and praise him. Until after v 21, when Jesus 
interprets some more scripture, AND THE PEOPLE RUN 
HIM OUT OF TOWN. The Holy Spirit should come with a 
disclaimer. 
 
Now the thing about Spirit-filled ministry is that Jesus is 
doing it when they are praising him, and he is doing it when 
he is being run out of town (or driven into the wilderness). 
It is neither good nor bad, safe nor dangerous. The Spirit 
will lead where the Spirit needs and wants to lead. 
 
So, how do we break this down? What metric can we use to 
ensure we are doing the work of the Holy Spirit? What 

January 23, 2022 
Third Sunday After the Epiphany, Year C  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 ◦ Psalm 19 
◦ 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a ◦ Luke 4:14-21 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

https://modernmetanoia.org/2019/01/14/3rd-sunday-after-epiphany-is-god-with-us/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=109


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 

It says that the people gathered together as one man. How 
does the Holy Spirit work in uniting large groups of 
people together? What are some ways that we can hinder 
the working of the Holy Spirit at the individual, and 
collective level? How does giving of our time to receive 
the teaching of God’s Word involve personal sacrifice? 
Why is having a heart that is prepared to receive from 
God’s Word so important, and how can you prepare 
yourself to hear from God’s Word? How do you 
differentiate between how the devil uses guilt, and the 
Holy Spirit uses conviction? What is the joy of the Lord, 
and how is it our strength? House Groups 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 19 

 
What specific place/environment has made you feel the 
way David does in Psalm 19:1-6? Why do you think this 
specific place has that effect on you? What do we learn 
about the character of God from observing creation? 
Which of the six descriptions of the law in vs 7-9 have 
you seen played out in your experience of following God? 
What do we learn about the character of God from 
knowing His Law? Many people take the approach of 
“I’ll commune with God in nature” and ignore His Word. 
Why is this a dangerous way to live, according to this 
psalm? Verses 12-13 present two kinds of sins: hidden 
faults and presumptuous sins. Which of these two are 
more dangerous to your long-term spiritual health? Which 
of these two are the most difficult to deal with? Based on 
what you’ve learned from Psalm 19, what action step can 
you take this week? Harvester Christian Church 

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a  
 

What do think Paul meant by saying that we were all 
baptized into one body? Why do you think Paul describes 
being a Christian as “being made to drink of one Spirit”? 
Why didn’t he talk about being indwelt by the Spirit as in 
Rom 8:9 or being sealed by the Spirit as in Eph 1:13? 
What do you learn about the church from verse 18? What 
is Paul’s point in verses 20-26 from his comparison of the 
church to the human body?  In verse 28, what new 
information does Paul add to the topic of spiritual gifts? 
Each person is given at least one gift by the Holy Spirit. 
Is that gift or those gifts for life or do they come and go 
over the course of a person’s Christian life? First 
Evangelical Church 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 4:14-21 

 
What are some of your favorite sports teams? Are you 
one to stick with the team no matter how well they play? 
What do you think of bandwagon fans? What is the 
difference between being a devoted follower or a fan? 
How do you respond when Jesus doesn’t meet your 
expectations (unanswered prayer, healing, hurt 
relationships)? How do you respond when the church 
doesn’t meet your expectations? Most people go through 
ups and downs in their faith. How does participating in 
Christian community help during times of struggle? In 
what area of your life do you need to be a devoted 
follower of Jesus and not just a fan? Ridge Point Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
O Christ, you lived as an ordinary man  
not in style but simply,  
yet still you caused uproar, and questions 
everywhere;  
you drew the expectations of hungry crowds,  
and brought buried conflicts to the light.  
 
May we, 
who are sometimes swayed by the crowd’s approval,  
and who often avoid conflict  
for fear of its cost to us,  
hold fast to the gospel of peace and justice  
and follow faithfully in your way of compassion and 
solidarity  
with those who are poor and excluded,  
wherever it may lead us.  
Amen. 

~ Monthly Prayers, Christian Aid 

Church folks cling to decaying buildings, the 
arrangement of pews bolted to the floor, even broken 
metal chairs rusting in the parish hall closet. So it is with 
the soul. How much spiritual debris can I cling to? But, 
my dear, what do you want with those old rusty chairs? 

…A spiritual experience can gain clarity in retrospect. 
Time offers a perspective that reveals the miraculous 
behind the mundane in the moment. Israel wakens to the 
luminous holy time in the desert generations after the 
actual event. Gratitude sanctifies memory. They didn't 
make a shrine at the Red Sea, or decide to stay at Sinai. 
They made a light-weight, compact, travel friendly 
tabernacle. Israel kept moving and eventually entered 
Canaan. 

One of the functions of the season of Epiphany is to 
push the initiate onward toward Lent - the next place of 
purgation, a cleansing 'night of the soul'. Lent purifies 
the initiate for the Easter mysteries - requiring careful 
preparation. The Easter mysteries unfold the reason why 
we are initiates in the first place. 

So let's GO. We can help each other on the journey 
toward New Life and union with the Beloved. 

~ an excerpt by Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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