
tongues. Word. Flesh. Light. Life. The incarnated One 
creating and ever redeeming us his body, we who have 
“heard the word of truth, the gospel of our salvation, 
and have believed in him” (Eph. 1:13). 

~ Debra Dean Murphy, Ekklesia Project 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

The Whole Package 

It’s still Christmas. It’s hard to tell that from the 
culture around us, and maybe even a little hard to 
tell from this Sunday’s appointed lessons. For a few 
days we were immersed in the earthiness of the 
Nativity (barn animals, labor and delivery, a feeding 
trough for a bed). But this week’s readings have 
phrases like “before the foundation of the world,” 
“the mystery of his will,” and “in the beginning was 
the Word.” 

It’s tempting, perhaps, to see a sharp division here. 
To imagine that the Christmas lections are about the 
simple, familiar, child-friendly stuff—cradles and 
crèches and shepherds and angels—and that the 
“After-Christmas” readings have gone all grown-up 
and academic on us. Logos? John wants to talk 
Greek while we’re still singing Away in a Manger? 

But these first few verses from the beginning of 
John’s gospel wrap up our story like the beautiful 
Christmas present it is: Creation, Incarnation, 
Redemption are of a piece. “All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all 
people” (John 1:3-4). The Logos is the agent of 
creation, and the salvation that this Word-made-flesh 
brings is the fulfillment of creation. The first Word 
has, so to speak, the last Word. 

As James Alison has pointed out: “The act of 
creation was revealed for what it really is: the 
bringing to existence and the making possible of a 
human living together which does not know death; 
and Jesus was in on this from the beginning. Such is 
our world that God could only be properly perceived 
as Creator by means of the overcoming of death.” 

And for those who will share in the Eucharist this 
Sunday, we will, literally, taste this life-giving 
reality—nothing abstract or academic about it. We 
will hold the Logos in our hands, taste him on our 
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 The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
                  full of grace, full of truth, 
         from whom we have all received, 
                  grace upon grace.     ~ John 1.14, 16 
 
Imagine how wrong it would seem 
if Jesus would come, 
but not believe he was sent 
to embody God’s love. 
So wrong would it be 
for you to not believe 
that you are created to embody God’s love. 
The mystery of God’s Word 
is that it is made flesh. 
It is the Word’s nature to be spoken, 
not unspoken, to be made manifest, 
to be embodied— 
in Christ, in all Creation, 
and in you. 
This day let every moment, 
every choice, every action 
be an embodiment of God’s love. 
And trust this: even when you fail 
God’s love is made flesh in you. 
 

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light 

https://ekklesiaproject.org/blog/2009/12/the-whole-package/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=105
https://unfoldinglight.net/2016/12/27/3927/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 

Why does our passage refer to Jacob (Israel) as the “chief 
of nations?” Why is Israel encouraged to proclaim in joy, 
“Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel”? Why 
doesn’t God just save them? The passage makes specific 
mention of the blind, lame and pregnant woman making 
the journey back to Israel.  Why is this important? God 
brings even the lowest and most broken people in Israel 
back from exile.  What does that say to us about how God 
might bring us back from our own exiles?  God is at work 
in the world, gathering people from all different kinds of 
exiles. How do we as the church participate in God’s 
work of gathering people? A Plain Account 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 147:12-20  

 

Some of the psalms celebrate specific things God has 
done in the past, or anticipate things that God will do in 
the future. Where do you think this psalm focuses? What 
specific things does the psalmist see God doing? In what 
ways is God active? In what ways do humans respond, or 
in what ways does the psalmist call us to respond? In the 
psalmist’s view, God didn’t just set nature in motion and 
let it run – God is active in sustaining and renewing 
creation all the time. In what ways have you experienced 
this? In what ways are we, as 21st-century Christ 
followers, a part of God’s ongoing activity? Faith Element 

____3rd Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14  
 

This passage begins with a call for God to be “Blessed.”  
The word “Blessed” carries with it the idea of “speaking 
highly about another.”  Why would Christians be 
motivated to “speak highly” of God? What is the basis for 
the blessing of God according to 1:3?  In other words, “in 
whom” is the blessing of God found? Paul lets us know 
that we are blessed with “every blessing.”  He gives two 
modifiers of that blessing, however.  He says that these 
blessings are “spiritual” and that they are found “in the 
heavenly places.”  To the best of your understanding, 
what do you think it means to have “every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places”? What is your current 
understanding of God’s character?  Do you think of God 
as a receiver who we must perform for, or as a giver who 
loves to bless us? Pastor Mark Robinson 

 
____4th Reading: John 1:(1-9), 10-18  

 
Is vulnerability a trait we usually promote and celebrate 
as human beings? Why or why not? Each of the Gospels 
starts with a kind of “origin story,” describing Jesus’ 
background in some way. What is John’s origin story? 
Where does he place Jesus’ roots? Why would John 
choose to start his Gospel this way? How else might the 
Word have chosen to appear, other than as a human 
being? In what ways might the Word arrive that would 
have better shown God’s power and authority? Not only 
did the Word appear as a human being… God appeared as 
a tiny and helpless baby. What might this show about part 
of God’s intention in coming among us? How did Jesus 
display vulnerability not just in his arrival, but in his 
whole way of life? Why do you think God calls us to 
vulnerability? What does it accomplish? Faith Element 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for making your love 
evident since the very beginning of time when you 
spoke the word which replaced the darkness of chaos 
with life-giving light. A light which has nurtured 
generations of people, and plants and creatures, great 
and small. And so you spoke the Word which would 
once and for all dispel the darkness of chaotic lives. 
Through your love for the world the Word became 
flesh and lived among us full of grace and truth.   

 
~ Moira Laidlaw, Liturgies Online 

 

In the beginning a silent soundscape, 
a procession of absolute stillness, 

unfolding spheres of mystery 
from veiled unknowable 

to startling specific, 
the Word descends 

embeds, 
gestates, 
unfurls as 

grace upon grace, 
deep rooted love within love. 

And so, heaven and earth unite 
in the Word made flesh dwelling 
among us.  Not then, not now, 

not once.  But evermore. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure  
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