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As Is
It could be said—only jokingly, of course—that if the
New Testament is the Internet, then Mark’s Gospel is
Twitter.
The second Gospel (and first written) starts with a gallop
and races toward its conclusion. No frills, lots of thrills.
Jesus’ comments come with the urgency of someone
screaming “Duck!” because an errant ball hurled by Tim
Lincecum is headed your way.
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of heaven has come
near; repent, and believe in the good news.
◦
◦
◦

◦

Follow me and I will make you fish for people.
Be silent and come out of him!
Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I
came out to do.
I do choose. Be made clean.

Those are the first five comments—couldn’t they easily be
tweeted?—by the Nazarene in Mark. Brevity? You bet!
These sayings, if you count all the tweet-ready words,
punctuation and spaces are, in order: 101, 46, 30, 120 and
27. Tweet on, Jesus!
Some scholars suggest Jesus’ first words in Mark
represent his ministry’s essence. Those 101 words—in
English, able to be tweeted without substituting “&” for
“and” or deleting commas or periods—are as abrupt as
they are clear. This scholarly claim could be frustrating if
a New Testament expert desires to write an insightful
bestseller for the masses. After all, who could make
money on a book that doesn’t have to be much longer than
a few paragraphs? God is near. Transform your lives.
Believe in the good news. That’s all, folks!
Brevity has also underscored the best of my private life
and public ministry . . .
My wife and I approached our wedding day (almost 28
years ago) knowing we’d each been married and divorced.
A history of hurt and trepidation about the future were
jammed into our personal baggage. A friend designed our
rings, depicting John 15’s “I am the true vine…” on the
outside with its affirmation of the relationship between of
Creator and creation. But on the inside, the etched words
now faded from wear, is this promise: As Is. Those two

words declared our good news for and with each other.
When we joined in marriage, we vowed to take each
other as is, knowing there were past failures, always
present foolishness, and we didn’t anticipate a mistake-free
future. I can’t change her. She can’t change me. And yet
we can be supportive of the other; we can help each other’s
continued growth. As is . . . darn simple. Good. News.
The first time I served communion occurred with youth on
a church backpack. Less than a week after ordination, I led
about 20 kids into Yosemite’s backcountry. Near trip’s
end, we decided our sometimes-difficult journey should
include communion. In the Protestant tradition,
communion is one of two sacraments, with baptism the
other. Regardless of denomination, most churches have
elaborate liturgies to prepare for the Lord’s Supper . . .
Eucharist . . . Holy Communion. But I hadn’t brought my
fancy new Book of Worship. No one had stashed proper
United Methodist grape juice (dehydrated or not) into a
rucksack. And so I filled a Sierra Cup—a simple metal
drinking cup—with water from a high mountain creek.
One teen had leftover oyster crackers for the bread. Do this
in remembrance of me, Jesus said. Briefly, humbly, within
God’s community, we did.
I don’t think I’m a very good tweeter. Sometimes I avoid
it. I don’t comprehend Twitter as a social media portal (or
however it should be described!), but it’s a modern
reflection of the power of brevity.
Jesus obviously never Facebooked, Googled or Tweeted.
And yet, there are those first statements in Mark. 120 little
words and spaces. Or just 46. Or, gasp, a mere 27. And I
have mine: 2 words for loving partners, a few words and a
sip of water, 3 words with a question mark. Doesn’t add up
to much.
It does add up to much. The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of heaven has come near; repent, and believe in
the good news.
What brief
words have
influenced your
faith?
~ An excerpt by
Larry Patten, faithful
and foolish
reflections

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10
What does it tell us about God that he is recommissioning Jonah to go to Nineveh? What form does
Jonah’s repentance take? How do you think Jonah might
have felt about his assignment now? What are the
outward signs of the Ninevite’s repentance? Are there any
modern day equivalents? Should there be? God’s
message had seemed pretty definite in v4. What should
we understand of the fact that now God relents and does
not destroy the city? How should all of this influence our
endeavors to draw close to our community? Anglican
Church of Noosa

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 62:5-12
What is David's strategy in coping with difficult people
and situations? How realistic and effective is this
strategy? Does David have "his head in the sand" or will
this strategy actually work? Most Bible scholars agree
that 62:5 speak of being still and quiet before God. What
do you think this means and how you think it is
accomplished? How often are you still and quiet before
God (where your body is relaxed and your mind is
focused on God – his character, promises and love)?
Why is this sometimes a difficult thing to do? In 62:8-10,
what is David's instruction to others who are in difficult
situations? If someone asked you how to trust in God,
what would your answer be? How would you instruct
them? What examples would you use from your own life?
In 62:11-12 David uses the expression "One thing . . . two
things . . .” which is a Hebrew idiom for "repeatedly".
What is it that God has spoken and David has heard
repeatedly? What characteristic of God is more important
to you: strong or loving? Why? An Appetite for God

Praying Toward Sunday
You call us,
Wanderer of seashores and sidewalks,
inviting us to sail out of our smug harbors
into the uncharted waters of faith
to wander off from our predictable paths to follow
You
into the unpredictable footsteps of the kingdom;
to leave the comfort of our homes and accompany
You into the uncomfortable neighborhoods we
usually avoid.
As we wait,
in our simple, sometimes crazy,
constantly uncertain lives,
speak to us, Spirit of Grace:
of that hope which is our anchor;
of that peace which is our rock;
of that grace which is our refuge.
~ Rev. Bob Gibson, London Conference of the United Church of
Canada
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Falling in Love
Nothing is more practical than
finding God, than
falling in Love
in a quite absolute, final way.
What you are in love with,
what seizes your imagination, will affect everything.
It will decide
what will get you out of bed in the morning,
what you do with your evenings,
how you spend your weekends,
what you read, whom you know,
what breaks your heart,
and what amazes you with joy and gratitude.
Fall in Love, stay in love,
and it will decide everything.
-Attributed to Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ (1907–1991)
Finding God in All Things: A Marquette Prayer Book,
via At the Edge of Enclosure, Suzanne Guthrie

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Do you find God’s call more urgent in times of crisis?
How does your notion of salvation change under stressful,
demanding circumstances? How does your notion of Godly
behavior change under such circumstances? What is your
reaction to Paul’s injunction that those who mourn should
be as if they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as
if they were not rejoicing? How does living as Paul directs
in this passage – as if circumstances were not as they are –
relate to your sense of call or vocation? Sermons the Work
____4th Reading: Mark 1:14-20
Verse 15: Notice what Jesus says – and what he does not
say. Not "I am going to show you the way to get to God,"
but "the kingdom of God has come near." What do you
think this implies? "Repent and believe." Why not believe
first, which will cause you to want to repent? "Follow me,
and I will make you fish for people." What does this mean
to you? What do you think of the decisions to leave a boat
full of fish and to leave nets that still needed mending –
with an elderly father to run the fishing business? Has
there been a time in your lives (that you are comfortable
sharing with us) when you were called to leave the
equivalent of a boatload of fish to go and do something
very different? In what ways might we, here today, be
called to leave boatloads of fish and go? What “fishing for
people” is waiting for our participation in our
neighborhoods, our jobs, and our community? Lesson Plans
that Work

