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Following Your Call 
 
One man says it really happened. At the conclusion of his 
medical exam, the doctor asked him if he would please 
call in the next patient. So, he opened the waiting room 
door and called, “Mrs. Colchester, please.” Then he left 
the doctor’s office. 
 
He had walked some distance along the street outside 
when he heard Mrs. Colchester’s voice behind him, 
“Where are we going?” 
 
She knew she was being called, but she misunderstood 
the intent. I wonder if she made it back in time for her 
appointment. 
 
There are times I can relate to her. I, too, have 
experienced “callings” in my life, though mine have taken 
the form of callings to a certain vocation or a particular 
life-direction. And sometimes I’ve been confused about 
exactly where I am going when following that voice and 
just as uncertain about where I may end up. 
 
It's an old-fashioned word, “calling.” It can mean a 
profession or line of work. Or even a strong inner urge or 
impulse. In my case, callings have led me to dedicate 
myself to something I believed I was meant to do in life. 
 
Oprah Winfrey says this about callings: “I've come to 
believe that each of us has a personal calling that's as 
unique as a fingerprint – and that the best way to succeed 
is to discover what you love and then find a way to offer 
it to others in the form of service, working hard, and also 
allowing the energy of the universe to lead you.” 
 
It is a satisfying thing when we feel called to a worthy 
purpose. How beautiful (and how rare) it is to believe we 
are doing just the thing we’re meant to do in this life. But 
is it realistic to think we must do THE ONE THING we 
were meant to do? How about doing ONE OF THE 
THINGS we are passionate about? Let me explain. 
 
Consider a Swiss Army pocketknife. It is a multipurpose 
tool. It can cut, saw, file, snip and open up cans and jars. 
With it, one can turn a screw, pull out a splinter, pop the 
cork in a wine bottle and even pick one’s teeth. (My 
advice: never leave home without one.) 
 
You and I are more like Swiss Army knives than butter 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 
Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
January 19, 2020 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Isaiah 49:1-7 ◦ Psalm 40:1-11  
◦ 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 ◦ John 1:29-42  

knives or steak knives. We can DO more than one thing. 
We can LOVE more than one thing. We can BE more 
than one thing. Likewise, we may be called to more than 
one thing. 
 
Like Swiss Army knives, 
we have options. Ours is 
to discover those truly 
worthwhile things we 
feel led to do and be – 
things we love, that are 
life-affirming and 
deserve our best – and 
then to commit to them, to give ourselves over fully to 
them and pursue them with joy. That is what it means to 
be called. And that is how to make a life count. 
 
But beware of this about callings: they may not lead us 
where we intended to go or even where we want to go. If 
we choose to follow, we may have to be willing to let go 
of the life we already planned and accept whatever is 
waiting for us. And if the calling is true, though we may 
not have gone where we intended, we will surely end up 
where we need to be. 
 
It is like an adventure. Are you ready? 
 

~ Steve Goodier, Life Support System 

Are you ready? 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=14


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 49:1-7 
 

Politicians are ideally supposed to be “public servants.” 
They are to serve the people in their city, county, state or 
nation. Yet politics often seems to produce power-driven, 
money-hungry “personal-gainers” who have no idea what 
real service is. In great contrast, God sent His Son to be 
the most humble public servant of all.  In what ways has 
Jesus been a servant?  What about Jesus is foretold? What 
does this description of Jesus make you think about?  
How does it make you trust God’s Word more? What was 
the purpose of Jesus’ birth as a man according to verses 5 
and 7? What was God’s original purpose of making Israel 
His chosen people? When they didn’t fulfill their purpose, 
the Servant was sent to do what?  Even in this story, we 
see rejection of Christ by the Jews and the way that God 
uses Jesus to reach the ends of the earth. What is the 
fulfillment of Isaiah 49:6 in this story?  Gospel Grace 
Church 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 40:1-11 

When faced with great trouble, what did David first 
reflect on? Do you find yourself following David’s 
example? Do you find it difficult to wait on the Lord as 
David did? In what areas of life are you currently waiting 
on the Lord? Has there been a time in your life in which 
you cried out to the Lord and he delivered you from a 
troubling situation?  David said at the time of his 
deliverance that God put a new song in his mouth. Do you 
believe singing is an important part of the Christian life? 
How did those who witnessed God’s deliverance of David 
respond? What does this teach us? What implications 
does this have on how we relate to unbelievers?  What 
was David’s approach to God’s will? Can this be said of 
you? How would you describe your approach to God’s 
will? What did David do with God’s law? How about 
you? What’s your daily practice and use of God’s word? 
In what ways can you hide it in your heart?  The Church at 
Brook Hills 

____3rd Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
 

What are some ways you view your purpose in life to this 
point?  In verses 1-3, what do we learn about Paul and the 
themes of 1 Corinthians?  What does it mean for us to 
sanctified?  How does this help transform your 
understanding of your purpose in life?  How is the Church 
of Corinth being sanctified according to the passage?  How 
does sanctification affect our lives today?  What does Paul 
desire for the people in Corinth?  What promise and hope 
does Paul explain in these verses?  How does Paul’s call to 
the Church of Corinth to pursue sanctification in 
community shape your worldview?  Mercy Church 

 
____4th Reading:  John 1:29-42 

 
Why did John the Baptist call Jesus “the Lamb of God” 
instead of “the Messiah”?  What would the Jews have 
thought of when they heard this title?  How does it make 
you feel to think of Jesus as a lamb being led to slaughter 
in your behalf? Do you wonder why you would be worth 
such a sacrifice?  How did Jesus Christ model humility for 
us?  Why was John’s ministry and baptism crucial for 
Jesus? John made the statement that he did not know Jesus 
though we know that they were cousins, why is this and 
when did he finally “know” Jesus?  What does it mean to 
be chosen by God? Is being “chosen” something 
unconditional, one-sided, and/or irrevocable? Because they 
had been chosen by God, the Disciples lives changed 
profoundly. How has your relationship with Christ resulted 
in a change or transformation in your life?  Redeemer 
Lutheran Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

...We are — we could be — people of your light. 
So we pray for the light of your glorious presence 

  as we wait for your appearing; 
  we pray for the light of your wondrous grace 
  as we exhaust our coping capacity; 
  we pray for your gift of newness that will override our         
  weariness; 
  we pray that we may see and know and hear and trust 
   in your good rule. 

  

That we may have energy, courage, and freedom to 
enact 
your rule through the demands of this day. 
We submit to you and to your rule, 
with deep joy and high hope. 
 

~ an excerpt by Walter Brueggemann in  
Prayers for a Privileged People  

If we are not interested in the minds, the feelings, the 
hopes, fears, sorrows and joys of everyone with 
whom we come in contact, we are not interested in 
Christ. Whatever we do to anyone, we do to him. If 
we are impatient with the mental suffering, the 
doubting, the questioning, and the wrestling with the 
angel of the more sensitive minds, then we are 
impatient with the mind of Christ bleeding under the 
crown of thorns. If we shrink from the broken lives 
of sinners, then we draw away from Christ fallen and 
crushed under his cross. If we will not go to the sick 
and the poor to help them, we will not help Christ. 

How shall we educate ourselves to face other 
people’s sufferings? First, we can start with the 
physical. … 

…None of us is so poor that we cannot find another 
in greater need than ourself. It takes far greater skill 
to attend to a broken heart than it does to attend to a 
broken limb. 

~ Caryll Houselander 1901-1949 The Comforting of 
Christ via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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