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Beloved 
 
Of course this incredible Divine statement is made in 
the context of Jesus being baptized in the Jordan 
River by John the Baptist. But, it’s also important to 
keep reading on for a verse or two. 
 
For no sooner is Jesus proclaimed to be God’s Son, 
than Luke launches into his genealogy of 
Jesus. Unlike Matthew’s genealogy, which is a list of 
“begats,” Luke’s is a telling of who is who’s “son.” 
And, while Matthew’s genealogy runs from 
oldest ancestor (Abraham) to the Holy Family, Luke 
does the exact opposite. He starts with Jesus and 
Joseph and moves back from there. 
 
Doing the genealogy in this direction is startling I 
think especially because of where Luke ends Jesus’ 
family tree, not at Abraham, but with: Adam, son of 
God. 
 
This whole Lukan genealogy is brimming with 
“sons” and is dramatically bookended by two of 
God’s sons—Jesus and Adam. 
 
Both genealogies serve to ground the story of Jesus 
into the ancient story of God’s people—the saints and 
the sinners of Israel. But, Luke’s version also serves 
to ground the story of Jesus into the story of creation 
and the fall. 
 
Jesus and Adam are the sons of God. Jesus is the new 
Adam. 
 
Of course, Luke isn’t the only one to make this 
connection. John the Evangelist does it in his 
prologue. John the Divine does it throughout the 
Book of Revelation, but especially in the final 
chapters. Paul does it in Romans 5 and First 
Corinthians 15. For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive. 1st Corinthians 15:22 
 
We could go deep into the rabbit-hole, looking at the 
mirror-image counterpunches of Adam and Jesus. 
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But, I think, especially in this season of Epiphany, it’s 
important to just remember that the story of God’s 
love for us—the story of God’s intimate involvement 
with His Children—goes back deep, so deep, into the 
molten center of cosmic history. From that moment 
God spoke “light” and it was so. From that moment 
when we were drawn out of the primordial mud and 
formed into the Divine Image. From the moment 
when we were cast out of the Garden, brining the 
Tree of Life so far out of our reach. From the many 
moments when patriarchs, judges, kings and prophets 
were called forth to do God’s work. 
 
To the moment when God became flesh, and dwelt 
among us, living as one of us, living for us. And 
dying for us. 
 
And right up to this moment. Now. 
 
For in Baptism we are counted as God’s Sons and 
Daughters too, through adoption. That long list of 
fathers and children in Luke’s Gospel is not just a 
dead family tree, but a living one, that stretches not 
only backward but forward. To us. 
 
We are part of the story of Redemption, and we are 
recipients of it. 
 
Beloved of God. 
 
~ Rick Morley,  
a garden path 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/2234


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 43:1-7 
 

In verse 1, how does Isaiah introduce the God who is now 
speaking? Why do you think this is echoed again 
(“created,” “formed”) in verse 7?  What does God’s 
loving care depend upon?  What other things might we 
sometimes assume God’s love and care depend on? 
People’s moral choices, for example? Their proper prayer 
lives?  Twice in this passage God tells the people not to 
be afraid. What reasons are given?  In this passage, God 
never promises that the people will be protected from 
harm. In fact, God seems to guarantee that his people will 
face difficulties!  What clues seem to indicate that God’s 
people will face challenges? Does God guarantee that 
God’s people will come through the adversities 
untouched? Does he even promise that they will survive? 
What things are promised? Even though illnesses and 
tragedies can take away our health, our possessions, and 
our loved ones, what can they not destroy?  This prophecy 
was written to God’s people in a different time and place, 
but how does it speak to God’s people today in the midst 
of our world’s tragic events?  How can it speak to us as 
individuals in our own life’s challenges?  Faith Element 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 29 

What sorts of things come to mind when you think of the 
word ‘worship’? How would you explain what it means to 
worship the Lord? In verse 2, David writes, “worship the 
Lord in the splendor of his holiness.” What does this 
mean? How can we do this? What can we do to prioritize 
worship in our lives?  We are called to worship the Lord in 
the splendor of his holiness. What must be true of us in 
order to worship the Lord in this way? Why? How does 
this happen?  What are some attributes of God that, when 
you think of them, drive you toward worship? What can 
we do to nurture a heart of worship in our life? What can 
you do to improve upon your worship of the Lord?  Harvest 
Bible Chapel 

 
____3rd Reading:  Acts 8:14-17  

 
Given that the Samaritans were considered outcasts by the 
Jews why would Peter and John go down to Samaria when 
they heard people had accepted the Word of God?  Why 
would God delay pouring out his Spirit until Peter and 
John were on the scene and were able to pray and lay their 
hands on them?  Why was it important for the Apostles to 
put their stamp of approval on what had happened in 
Samaria? Was this a lesson for the Samaritans or for the 
Apostles, or both?  Eagle Christian Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  

 
How would you describe the Baptist – who was he and 
what was his mission?  In verses 21-22, how do you hear 
the Trinity in this passage? How is Jesus described? In 
what form does the Holy Spirit appear? And is God 
manifest?  What are the "epiphanies" we discover in this 
passage?  The additional aspect of the season of Epiphany 
is that we are called to take the good news we have 
received and discover appropriate ways to offer it to a 
world that has not received this good news. How can we 
offer this to people who may have received such a 
distortion of it that they have turned away? How can we 
share it with people who have never heard the word -- at 
all?  Lesson Plans That Work 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

May the blessing of the three-in-one God be yours. 
 
May the Spirit bless you with hope 
poured out like water and flowing as the river. 
 
May Jesus bless you with discomfort 
at injustice and oppression. 
 
May the Creator who holds the Earth 
as an artist holds brush and palette 
fill your imagination 
so that you always find the world inspiring and 
wonderful. 
 
May God in whose being beauty shines on you 
journey with you. 
 
God says to you, “you are my beloved, 
Be blessed this day and always.” 
 

~ Third Space 

Today the Lord comes to be baptized, so that 

humankind may be lifted up; today the one who never 
has to bow inclines himself before his servant so that he 
may release our chains; Today we have acquired the 

kingdom of heaven: indeed, the kingdom of heaven that 
has no end. 
 

~ excerpt, Orthodox Liturgy, Feast of the Theophany, 
via At the Edge of Enclosure, Suzanne Guthrie  

The Father is the Spring, 

the Son is called the stream 

and we are said to drink the 

Spirit. 
 

~ Athanasius c.293-373 Ad  
   Serapionem 1:9  
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