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Walk Wet and Share the Good News 
 
Today the Church celebrates the Baptism of our 
Lord, and the most obvious Lectionary choice is 
Matthew’s short gospel account of the 
event.  However, neither Matthew nor Jesus spends 
much time dwelling on the baptism: just five verses 
and Matthew moves on, and Jesus immediately heads 
for the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. We can 
take the cue and give Jesus’ baptism its brief due but 
then “walk wet” right out of the water and into 
proclamation. But how? We can segue to the Acts 
passage, where Peter brilliantly summarizes his faith 
to a Gentile (i.e. non-synagogue) audience. As 
do Jesus and Peter, we have work to do, dear friends. 
Because we are stewards of the story, we have good 
news to share. We need to make sure we are 
equipping one another for the work of God here on 
earth in whatever context we find ourselves. Time is 
precious. Time is elusive. Time is fleeting. Jesus 
knows this. Peter understands. And just as Peter does, 
it’s time to make sure you have your discipleship 
“elevator speech” ready to roll. 
 
Huh? Yes, your discipleship “elevator 
speech” (borrowing a term from corporate culture). 
Notice in Acts how Peter concisely describes the 
broad sweep of the gospel of Jesus Christ. How many 
Christians can actually articulate the basics of their 
faith in the time it takes to ride an elevator in a high-
rise office building—two or three minutes at the 
most? The answer, unfortunately, is not very many, 
and it is certainly not realistic to assume that one 
Sunday sermon is going to give folks the tools to do 
so. However, what this one Sunday sermon or small 
group discussion CAN do is to ignite a holy curiosity 
and start the process. 
 
Peter’s “elevator speech” to the Gentiles comes 
after his prophetic dream and his encounters with non
-Jews. He is shaped by these things, and in turn, he 
shapes his sharing of the faith in a new way. He 
draws on context, experience and on the firm 
foundation of his faith to craft a simple explanation 
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for his audience. We need to facilitate a similar 
process in our communities so that each of us can 
take into our neighborhoods, workplaces, and chance 
encounters the good news of Jesus Christ and—
importantly—how this good news makes a difference 
in our lives. 
 
Yes, celebrating the Baptism of Jesus is a good place 
to start. Remembering one’s own baptism is a mighty 
fine springboard for action, but we need to move 
forward with Jesus into the wilderness of our own 
faith journey. In baptism God incorporates us into 
God’s family, we are signed sealed, and delivered, but 
we are also sent. And in that sending we learn, grow, 
and share in community; in effect, we walk wet into 
ever-wider witness, just as ripples flow outward from 
a stone cast into a pond. Unfortunately, we often lack 
the words to articulate the story. 
 
Today, Peter gives us a good example of how our 
faith journey can be shaped, crafted, refined, and 
articulated. Each of us has a faith story. Each disciple 
is on a faith journey. The joy is in the sharing. Jesus 
came to you, and Jesus comes to all people. So let us 
shake off the living water, drink the wine of salvation, 
eat the bread of life, and be sent to tell the story. 
Every second counts fellow stewards, every single 
second. 
 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=13
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2017/01/walk-wet-and-share-the-good-news/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:   Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

What is your greatest longing in life?  Isaiah 42:1-9 
addresses the deepest longings in the hearts of God’s 
people while in exile. What is Isaiah trying to say about 
the idols in contrast to God and His servant? What is 
striking about the Servant of God in light of the previous 
question?  What would you say is God’s overriding 
concern in this passage?  How does Jesus fulfill the 
character and calling of the Servant of God?  Eastbrook 
Church 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 29 

There is a lot of rich imagery in verses 3-9. What is one 
image that particularly strikes you? What do you find 
captivating/glorious about it?  How should we respond 
when we witness the awesome power and glory of the 
Lord? What did the Lord do to “bless his people with 
peace,”?  What must our response be to this glorious 
truth?  What sorts of things come to mind when you think 
of the word ‘worship’?  What are some attributes of God 
that, when you think of them, drive you toward worship? 
What can we do to nurture a heart of worship in our life? 
What do you do to worship the Lord throughout the 
week? How do you prioritize worship in your life? What 
can you do to improve upon your worship of the Lord?  
Trinity Bible Church 

____3rd Reading:  Acts 10:34-43  
 

What did Peter do? What is often the hardest part in 
evangelism?  What admission does Peter begin with? Who 
does God accept?  What did he tell them that God did 
through Jesus? Who did Jesus appear to? Why does Peter 
mention this?  What does Peter say Jesus will return to do?  
What tremendous promise is given in verse 43? Who is 
this promise available for?  What would you consider to be 
the essentials of the gospel message? How would you 
share the Gospel in a 3-minute sound bite? Cabot Bible 
Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 3:13-17  

 
When have you experienced the hand of God leading you?  
How does the voice from heaven affirm Jesus’ true 
identity?  What was the nature of John’s baptism? Why 
was it so significant that people from all places (especially 
Jews) were receiving this baptism?  Why did Jesus submit 
himself to this baptism of repentance? How does this set an 
example of obedience for us to follow?  How does Jesus’ 
baptism foreshadow the cross?  How is the baptism by 
water that we receive, act as an outward and visible sign of 
what God is doing 
with us with his 
Holy Spirit?  
When you think 
about your own 
baptism, can you 
imagine yourself 
as beloved?  
Weekly Seeds, St 
Bart’s Anglican 
Church Toowoomba 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Chosen One, Beloved, born of the water of Creation, 
the river of a woman, 
immersed in God, plunged in human being: submerge 
yourself in me. 
Healing river of Christ, wash over me, flow in me. 
Life-giving breath of God, wind of first Creation, 
breathe in me. 
Holy flame of Spirit, fire of love and justice, burn in 
me. 
Opening of heaven, dove of light, voice of mercy, 
speak: 
“You are my child. You are my Beloved. With you I 
am well pleased.” 
Send me on your wind, flow me as you river, breathe 
me into the world, 
to love mercy, to do justice, to walk humbly with 
you. 
 

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes Unfolding Light 

Why does it matter that Jesus was baptized? 

Only that you really join him right there - 
Into the water you go, as John holds you, 
Then there's the voice as you gasp in fresh air; 

Yes, of the Maker of all, you're beloved! 
Chosen, and in whom our God is well-pleased; 
How do I know this?  Isaiah says, clearly, 

"Servant" means people whom God dearly sees 
As those who are called to bring justice to all, 
God is delighted with such a great scheme! 

Taking God's people in hand as we step out, 
We are God's servants, whose work, to redeem 
People from darkness, injustice and prison; 

We will not whine, nor our spirits be quenched - 
Jesus was baptized so we, as God's people, 
With water and spirit our lives might be drenched! 
 

                                  ~  Scott L. Barton, Lectionary Poems 
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