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The Excellent Way 

Wouldn’t you like to speak “in the tongues of mortals 
and of angels?” Wouldn’t it be such great fun to bowl 
people over with divine eloquence every time you 
open your mouth!? 

Wouldn’t you like to “understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge?” I try and convince my children that I 
already do—but they are quickly seeing through that 
ruse. 

Wouldn’t you like to have faith? I mean real faith—
so much faith that you could summon the mighty 
power of God and move a mountain? Or move a 
heart? Or move a world from injustice to justice? 

Wouldn’t you like to have the kind of abiding trust, 
where you could follow the words of Jesus to the rich 
young ruler, and sell all you have and give it to the 
poor? I struggle with those words so much. I do love 
Jesus. But, I also love my iPhone. And my books. 
And the new car we just bought. But, I’d love to be 
able to cast all that away and not even once want to 
look back. 

Wouldn’t all that be great? If you could do all of the 
above you’d be Billy Graham, the Pope, Mother 
Teresa, and Desmond Tutu all wrapped in one. 
People would line up at your door from morning to 
night to have you speak, teach, move mountains, or 
show them the way of Jesus. 

But…even if you had all of that…even if you were 
“Spiritual Super Man”…if you didn’t have love, it 
would all be for nought. 

It would mean nothing. Absolutely nothing. 

But, what kind of love is Paul talking about? What 
does a love that is thatvaluable really look like? 

Well, it’s patient. (Oh, crap, I’m impatient all the 
time.) It’s kind. (Oh…I’m usually kind on the 
outside, but on the inside…crap.) It’s not envious, 

boastful, or rude. (Did I mentioned I’m a published 
author? Crap. Crap. Crap.) It does not insist on it’s 
own way. (Wait, but what if I’m right?…which I 
usually am?…Crap.) It is not irritable (***will you 
please shut your mouth in the next room! I can 
hardly hear myself type!*** Crap.) or resentful. (I’m 
not even going there.) 

It bears all things. Believes all things. Hopes all 
things. 

It. Never. Ends. 

Everything else—everything else—will end. It will 
all come crashing down. It will all decay and 
crumble. It will all be forgotten and lost. 

But, not love. 

Not that kind of love. For it is the love that God has 
had for us since the dawn of creation. It was the love 
that welled up in God, and caused him to send his 
only son to live among us. It was that love which 
bound Jesus to the cross. 

It was that love which put Jesus in the cold, dark 
tomb. 

It was that love which caused the mighty Power of 
the Resurrection to come and vanquish death and sin 
forever. 

It is the kind of love that knits us to God. And, it is 
the love that is supposed to knit us to each other in 
the Body of Christ. 

Seek that love. And, at the same time, know it is 
already yours. 

~ Rick Morely, a garden path 
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December 20, 2015  
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The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  
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January 31, 2016  
Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Jeremiah 1:4-10 ◦ Psalm 71:1-6  
◦ 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 ◦ Luke 4:21-30  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/2284


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 

What excuses did Jeremiah make to avoid God’s calling? 
What was God’s response?   Do you find it odd that God 
would call a child like this? Why or why not?  What 
would it be like for God to touch your lips? What would it 
take for you to have an encounter with God that you were 
confident about?  What would you do if you knew 100% 
that God was for you and against your opposition?  Have 
you ever felt like Jeremiah, that for some reason you can’t 
be used by God?  How has he used you?  What might be 
His plans for using you in the near and distant future?  
Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 71:1-6  

 
This Psalm is written by an old man who has watched 
God work in his life over many years. We can often learn 
so much from those who have gone ahead of us.  What is 
the old man’s (most likely David in his old age) attitude 
towards God?  Why do you think this is true? Notice as 
David looks over his life, it was not all peaches and 
cream, there were many struggles, but God has been His 
refuge through them all. Life will not be easy, we will 
encounter so many trials and struggles in this lifetime, but 
notice that does not affect the reality of God’s faithfulness 
and David’s confidence in who God really is. If you had 
the opportunity to write a Psalm of what God has meant 
to you, what might that look like?  Give it a try.  Mars Hill 
Church 

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13  
 

Think of a person who has truly loved you. What were the 
marks of that person's way of relating to you?  What is so 
tragic about using our gifts without love?  How would you 
define each of love's qualities?  In verses 8-13 Paul 
summarizes the supremacy of love. Compared with love, 
why do the spiritual gifts have limited value?  Some 
understand the "perfection" in verse 10 as the completed 
New Testament, thus eliminating the need for tongues or 
prophecy today. Others understand it as the perfection we 
will experience when Christ returns. In light of Paul's other 
comparisons, which interpretation seems more likely?  
Why is love greater than faith or hope?  How can love lead 
to healthy interdependence in your relationships rather than 
unhealthy independence or dependence?  Which aspect of 
love do you most need to develop?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 4:21-30  

 
What does it look like to be a loving person?  What does a 
loving church look like?  Jesus reminded those in the 
synagogue that day of God’s love for the nations, people 
other than Israelites. This was the purpose in referencing 
the two accounts from the days of the prophets Elijah & 
Elisha.  This turned out to be too much for them, and they 
tried to run Jesus off the cliff.  How does a church get to a 
place like that, where they can’t see God’s love going 
beyond themselves to other people? Have you ever found 
yourself in that kind of place, where you starting to see 
people as unreachable? Have you ever felt like the person 
on the other end?  How do you see our church?  Would it 
seem loving to “outsiders” who have contact with us?  Is it 
a loving church for those of us who are a part of it?  What 
might we need to change?  Epiphany, The Story Begins – 
Christian Church (Buckhead) 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Holy God, 
you knew us before we knew ourselves. 
You consecrate us even now to be your servants. 
Create in us hearts worthy to be your prophets 

that we might go where you send us, 
and speak the Word that you give us. 
Through the power of your Holy Spirit, 
place your words upon our lips 

and your grace upon our hearts 

so that we might pluck up and pull down, 
destroy and overthrow, 
build and plant, 
as you, alone, have commanded. Amen. 
 

~ written by Stephen M. Fearing, and posted on liturgylink 

So it is with the new narratives born of God. in 
the midst of the global complexities of this era, 
this century, the church faces the daunting 
possibility - indeed, the reality - that God is 
unfolding a new narrative through the 
particularities of “outsiders,” of edge-people 
who come to God and bear witness to God 
through God's actions in edge-places, and 
occasionally in temple settings. Deserts. Drought
-wracked lands. Famine. Struggling widows. 
Dying children. Disbelieving commanders.... 
The God we proclaim and worship will not be 
domesticated, “homebound,” shut in, confined by 
our temples, and stagnated by our stories. …. 
 
-David L. Ostendorf, Feasting on the Word Year C Volume 
One Epiphany 4 via At the Edge of Enclosure, Suzanne 
Guthrie 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Holy God, 
you knew us before we knew ourselves. 
You consecrate us even now to be your servants. 
Create in us hearts worthy to be your prophets 
that we might go where you send us, 
and speak the Word that you give us. 
Through the power of your Holy Spirit, 
place your words upon our lips 
and your grace upon our hearts 
so that we might pluck up and pull down, 
destroy and overthrow, 
build and plant, 
as you, alone, have commanded. Amen. 

 

~ Stephen M. Fearing, liturgylink   

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/50206719e4b03f6f4d18a86b/t/510826c1e4b03157c39741ca/1359488705107/youth020313_5-05.pdf
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
http://marshill.org/pdf/students/10_Faith_Lesson_3.pdf
http://marshill.org/pdf/students/10_Faith_Lesson_3.pdf
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
https://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=596
https://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=596
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
http://storage.cloversites.com/christianchurchbuckhead/documents/Epiphany%20Small%20Group%20Discussion%20Guide.pdf
http://storage.cloversites.com/christianchurchbuckhead/documents/Epiphany%20Small%20Group%20Discussion%20Guide.pdf
http://www.liturgylink.net/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/epiphany4c.html
http://www.liturgylink.net/

