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The Now and Not Yet 

Have you seen the movie Lincoln?  It focuses on a 
brief time period, mostly January of 1865, and the 
difficult but ultimately successful passage in congress 
of the 14thamendment to the United States 
Constitution, prohibiting slavery. 

One might have thought slavery was ended a few 
years earlier, with this document: 

By the President of the United States of America, A 
Proclamation. 

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President 
of the United States, containing, among other things, 
the following, to wit: 

“That on the first day of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all 
persons held as slaves within any State or designated 
part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in 
rebellion against the United States, shall be then, 
thenceforward, and forever free…” 

This Emancipation Proclamation was not recognized 
by the Confederate States, of course, and it would 
require the 14th amendment and the end of the Civil 
War to end slavery. 

Today, though we celebrate deep progress, hardly 
anyone would say that equal civil rights have been 
achieved 100% by every person and group. 

When Jesus spoke in his hometown synagogue, he 
quoted these 500-year-old words from Isaiah: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” Then, says Luke, he rolled up the scroll, 
gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he 
began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 

In both of these cases there is talk of fulfillment. 
And the results?  Well, progress was huge.  In Jesus’ 
case, we have a church that grew out of those words 
and kept them for all subsequent generations, 
signaling their importance. 

The point is that each of our generations—whether 
we’re talking about Americans reaching for freedom 
and equality after the example of Lincoln, or people 
of faith reaching for the same things after the 
example of Jesus—each generation must continue 
the work.  Yes, great things have already 
occurred.  Yes, great things are occurring every 
day.  And finally, yes, there is still work to be done. 

We continue to reach, continue to point the way, 
continue to open doors, continue to free the 
oppressed. 

The future of what has yet to come is already 
foreshadowed in the progress we’ve made. 

© Melissa Bane Sevier, 2013  Contemplative 
Viewfinder 
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December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

 
January 27, 2016  
Third Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  ◦ Psalm 19  
◦ 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a ◦ Luke 4:14-21  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10   
 

From what Nehemiah 8:1-3 says, who should have the 
opportunity to hear God’s Word? Discuss the advantages 
of hearing God’s Word in a group setting. Discuss other 
settings where adults and children can hear God’s Word. 
In what ways can we make it intentional to hear God’s 
Word?  How does Ezra begin teaching from God’s Word? 
How can we properly acknowledge God as we open His 
Word?  When we overcome obstacles or accomplish 
something, how can we make it about what Jesus does 
through us instead of about ourselves? Why did the 
people weep when they heard God’s Word? Are there 
times when you have wept at hearing God’s Word?   
Make a list of things that you appreciate about God. 
Praise God for those things. Use the method that best 
expresses your heart (prayer, song, letter, poem, work of 
art...).  Vista Grace Church 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 19  

 
What does creation reveal about God?   The terms law, 
statutes, precepts, commands and ordinances in this 
passage are synonyms for Scripture. In verses 7-11, how 
are the Scriptures described?  What do they do?  What is 
the overall effect of the psalmist's encounter with God 
through nature and the Scriptures?  From which of the 
effects of Scripture listed in verses 7-11 have you 
benefitted?  How has this psalm been helpful to you by 
offering insight or comfort?  Sharing Scripture can be 
done in three ways. The first and most obvious way is 
sharing a passage or verse directly. The second is sharing 
how we have been affected or changed by Scripture. The 
third is simply living out the principles of Scripture. How 
might you appropriately and effectively share Scripture 
with someone in need this week?  Quiet Time Bible Study 
InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 

How does this long discourse "fit in" to Paul's mention of 
the "greater gifts?"  When, in vv.22-24 Paul speaks of 
"special honor" and "special treatment" to those body parts 
that are "weaker" or "less honorable" what do you think he 
means?  In that same line of thinking, what do you think he 
means in v.24 when he says that "presentable parts need no 
special treatment?"  How does the discussion of "special 
treatment" for certain "parts" and Paul's statement that 
some gifts are "greater" paint a picture that all the parts are 
equal?  Is your church a "coordinated body?"  Are some 
people obviously ill-fitted for their "job?"  How can the 
church ensure that everyone is using his or her gift to the 
best effect so that the "body" of the church is strong?  Go 
Bible.org 

____4th Reading:  Luke 4:14-21  
 

How does this text help you understand and/or define your 
purpose in life? Is your life being fulfilled?  Is it 
meaningful? What is your mission on earth for the rest of 
your lives? Two weeks ago the text reminded us of the 
promises we made at the time of our baptism – and to 
review our call to be God’s people.  The text today places 
the question before us, “What are we doing to live out that 
call?”  Imagine that the scene from the synagogue in 
Nazareth happened in our congregation. The person 
reading the scripture lesson had grown up in our midst.  
How would you react and respond to the reading and to the 
commentary afterwards, if the reader responded in the 
same way Jesus did?  What do you think Jesus meant when 
he said “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing?  What model for living does Jesus provide for 
you? Cabot Bible Study 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O Christ, you lived as an ordinary man 
not in style but simply, 
yet still you caused uproar, and questions 
everywhere; 
you drew the expectations of hungry crowds, 
and brought buried conflicts to the light. 
May we, who are sometimes swayed by the crowd’s 
approval, 
and who often avoid conflict 
for fear of its cost to us, 
hold fast to the gospel of peace and justice 
and follow faithfully in your way of compassion and 
solidarity 
with those who are poor and excluded, 
wherever it may lead us. 
Amen. 

  
~ Christian Aid 

He has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.  
Luke 4:18 

  
Jesus 

stood up, 
unrolled the scroll 

just as had Ezra, the priest-scribe, 
and announced to 

the assembly 
  

and to us 
  

that God is in our midst 
this day. 

  
Earth is holy now. 

  
Anoint our being and doings, 

Touch all our days, 
with grace. 

  
Let us honor this world 

and its people. 
  

~ Anne Osdieck, The Sunday Website of Saint Louis 
University 
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