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Beloved 

‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.’ 

Of course this incredible Divine statement is made in 
the context of Jesus being baptized in the Jordan 
River by John the Baptist. But, it’s also important to 
keep reading on for a verse or two. 

For no sooner is Jesus proclaimed to be God’s Son, 
than Luke launches into his genealogy of 
Jesus. Unlike Matthew’s genealogy, which is a list of 
“begats,” Luke’s is a telling of who is who’s “son.” 
And, while Matthew’s genealogy runs from 
oldest ancestor (Abraham) to the Holy Family, Luke 
does the exact opposite. He starts with Jesus and 
Joseph and moves back from there. 

Doing the genealogy in this direction is startling I 
think especially because of where Luke ends Jesus’ 
family tree, not at Abraham, but with: Adam, son of 
God. 

This whole Lukan genealogy is brimming with 
“sons” and is dramatically bookended by two of 
God’s sons—Jesus and Adam. 

Both genealogies serve to ground the story of Jesus 
into the ancient story of God’s people—the saints and 
the sinners of Israel. But, Luke’s version also serves 
to ground the story of Jesus into the story of creation 
and the fall. 

Jesus and Adam are the sons of God. Jesus is the new 
Adam. 

Of course, Luke isn’t the only one to make this 
connection. John the Evangelist does it in his 
prologue. John the Divine does it throughout the 
Book of Revelation, but especially in the final 
chapters. Paul does it in Romans 5 and First 
Corinthians 15. 

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 
made alive. 1st Corinthians 15:22 

We could go deep into the rabbit-hole, looking at the 
mirror-image counterpunches of Adam and Jesus. 

But, I think, especially in this season of Epiphany, 
it’s important to just remember that the story of 
God’s love for us—the story of God’s intimate 
involvement with His Children—goes back deep, so 
deep, into the molten center of cosmic history. From 
that moment God spoke “light” and it was so. From 
that moment when we were drawn out of the 
primordial mud and formed into the Divine Image. 
From the moment when we were cast out of the 
Garden, brining the Tree of Life so far out of our 
reach. From the many moments when patriarchs, 
judges, kings and prophets were called forth to do 
God’s work. 

To the moment when God became flesh, and dwelt 
among us, living as one of us, living for us. And 
dying for us. 

And right up to this moment. Now. 

For in Baptism we are counted as God’s Sons and 
Daughters too, through adoption. That long list of 
fathers and children in Luke’s Gospel is not just a 
dead family tree, but a living one, that stretches not 
only backward but forward. To us. 

We are part of the story of Redemption, and we are 
recipients of it. 

Beloved of God. 

~ Rick Morley, a garden path 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7  
 

Have you ever gotten a “whatever” response from 
someone when you ask a question or give an opinion?  
How else can you define that response? (ex. I don‘t really 
care, etc.)  How has this mindset found it‘s way into our 
attitudes towards everyday life?  How can a “whatever” 
attitude be detrimental to our ideas of what is valuable 
and worthwhile?  What does Isaiah convey about the idea 
of our worth and value?  In what way has God invested in 
our lives?  Why is that investment important in your life 
right now? How has it brought you to where you are now?  
Think again about the essentials of your everyday life – 
Imagine you are Jesus – based on your life what would 
the essentials of His daily life be? What would He invest 
in?  LCMS, California-Nevada-Hawaii District 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 29  

 
What characteristics of God do these verses bring to 
mind?  Most of Psalm 29 describes the actions of God as 
a mighty and powerful rainstorm, inspiring not only awe, 
but even fear. However, the psalm ends describing the 
actions of God in quite a different fashion. How does this 
complete the picture of God that David has painted?  How 
does observing the power of God in both nature and in his 
own actions help us understand the nature and role of 
worship in our lives?  Sometimes God uses a storm to 
draw our attention to him and cause us to fall before him 
in awe, but he also "blesses his people with peace." How 
can this passage help you to better understand the ways of 
God and his workings in your life?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Acts 8:14-17  
 

When the apostles heard what the Lord was doing in 
Samaria, how did they respond?  What did they do when 
they had come?  Why did they do this?  How does this 
minister to you about the work of the Holy Spirit?   Calvary 
Chapel Whangarei  

 
____4th Reading: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  

 
Reflect on the states of being “filled with expectation” and 
“questioning” that Luke emphasizes. Carry this concept 
into our present day society. What are expectations are 
people filled with? Who are we looking to as a leader(s)? 
What qualities are we looking for in a leader(s)?   Reflect 
on John and Jesus in terms of their baptism and the 
personal cost of proclaiming the good news. What does our 
baptism mean today? What, if any, personal cost do we 
experience in proclaiming the good news of our faith? 
What people can we name who experience a personal cost 
in sharing the good news in their context?  How do we 
experience this Jesus, who will baptize his followers, not 
only with water, but “with the Holy Spirit and fire?”  The 
United Methodist Church of Yucaipa 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of grace and glory, 
you call us with your voice of flame 
to be your people, faithful and courageous. 
As your beloved Son embraced his mission 
in the waters of baptism, 
inspire us with the fire of your Spirit 
to join in his transforming work. 
We ask this in the name of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
~ from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 
2002 

We should never take our baptism for granted. In 
water and the word God acts in our lives, adopting 
us and incorporating us into the family. In that 
instant, once and for all something wonderful 
happens and will always happen in our lives — 
even if we are too young or too spiritually 
immature to know. Amidst the presents and cards 
and cake and photos, one gift came that nobody 
witnessed with their senses. I doubt anyone felt a 
rush of wings or saw a dove descending, but the gift 
came nonetheless. In the instant of baptism, we 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and promised 
that the Spirit walks with us into eternity. Talk 
about a gift that keeps on giving!  
 
Baptism is well to remember, but better to live it, 
really live it, by walking each day in the knowledge 
of just how powerful word, water, bread, and wine 
really are when Jesus is involved. This world can 
be a pretty tough place, and there are distractions 
aplenty, but our Lord has set the example and by 
the Holy Spirit is actively shaping and molding us 
for mission and ministry. So let this day be one of 
joyous celebration, of water and meal, of hope and 
hallelujahs, and of equipping one another to go out 
and live as the baptized and beloved who tell all the 
world what God is doing.  
 
~ An excerpt from Remember Y our Baptism and 
Live It, Sharron R. Blezard  
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