
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 

Justice and Love 

I am continually amazed at the wisdom of those who put 
together and maintain our Revised Common Lectionary. 
Reading through the texts for this coming Sunday is like 

reading a narrative, a story that runs through the ages of 
God’s story about justice and love. This week’s 
texts speak to me of Epiphany quest for new ways of 

revealing God’s realm, of making visible justice and love 
in the midst of our currently divisive political environment 
here in the US. Perhaps those of you in other countries are 

experiencing the angst of this quest in your politics or in 
world politics at large. 

Beginning with the ancient prophet, Isaiah, whom Jesus 

would have known well, we hear questions from 
God, “Why do we fast, but you do not see? … you serve 
your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your 

workers. … you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to 
strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will 
not make your voice heard on high” (Isaiah 

58:3a,4) Substitute the word “worship” for “fast.” Does 
this speak to practices of shallow worship, worship by 
rote, when we cannot even talk with brothers and sisters 

across the divides of Christendom? Isaiah continues with 
God answering the questions, “Is not this the fast that I 
choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 

of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break 
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you 
see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from 
your own kin?”(Isaiah 58:6-7) Our own kin are our 

Christian brothers and sisters, liberal to conservative, as 
well as our interfaith brothers and sisters. 

Our true worship is to do the work of God’s justice and 

love everyday….our Sunday worship gives us sustenance 
to do this. Psalm 112 reiterates this. “Praise the LORD! 
Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight 

in his commandments. … they are gracious, merciful, and 
righteous. It is well with those who deal generously and 

lend, who conduct their affairs with justice” (Psalm 112:1, 
4b-5). The apostle Paul continues the narrative thread by 
reminding us that it is God’s very Spirit that empowers us 

in our work/worship of justice and love. We are not left to 
our strength or our wisdom and devices. Writing to the 
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church in Corinth he declares, “My speech and my 

proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, 
but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that 

your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the 
power of God. … we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 

understand the gifts bestowed on us by God” (1 
Corinthians 2:4-5,12). Finally we hear from the mouth of 
Jesus himself as he teaches us to be salt that flavors the 

world with justice and light that shines God’s love. “Do 
not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 

prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. … You 
are the salt of the earth … You are the light of the 
world” (Matthew 5:17, 13a, 14a). Jesus comes full circle 

reminding us of Isaiah’s prophetic words, “to loose the 
bonds of injustice … to share your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you 

see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from 
your own kin.” 

Friends, we are not alone in our search and in our actions 
to make God’s realm visible here and now. We live in 
God’s world. We are working for the very essence and 

substance of which all creation and particularly humankind 
are made. We are made in God’s image. We need to 
remember this in a time that news media and the actions of 

so many seem to reflect otherwise. The love and justice of 
God made known in Jesus are the very substance of the 
world and of who we are. This understanding may not 

make our work shorter or less arduous….it does give us 
ultimate meaning and power. 

Blessings on your Epiphany story journey! May you walk 

with God’s justice and love. 

~ Jane Anne Ferguson, Sermon Stories 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=17
http://sermon-stories.com/justice-and-love/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12) 
 

Reflect on a time you may have fasted; what was the 
reason?  How did you feel?  Have you fasted as a spiritual 
discipline? If not, why might you? If so, how did you 
grow from it? How might fasting have an impact on our 
relationship to Christ?  Why fasting is not enough to 
please God?  What is the result of acting justly? Give 
examples.  Are you ever afraid or the dark?  When there 
is darkness in the world, what does that look like?  Are 
you a light in the world? How do you know this? How 
can you intentionally be a light for others?  Lesson Plans 
the Work 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 112:1-9, (10) 

What kind of a man produces children who make a huge 
impact in the kingdom of God? How can we be sure that 
the wicked will not prosper? How does the man who fears 
God conduct himself when he is the recipient of “bad 
news”?  Give several examples of men “whose seed 
became mighty in the earth.”  What do we say about 
people who are complaining about God’s law as 
something that is burdensome, “legalistic”, and 
condemning?  If this is their heart perspective towards the 
law, how would you define their relationship with the law 
of God?  How does this reflect on their relationship with 
God?  How can we be charitable to the poor? How do we 
maintain honesty in our dealings with others?  Generations 

____3rd Reading:  1 Corinthians 2:1-12, (13-16)  
 

What are some ways you find power in your life?  How 
does the text describe Paul’s demeanor and approach to 
preaching the message of Christ?  How does his example 
show us our role as messengers of the gospel?  What is the 
power of God in verse 5? Why do we struggle to live life 
like we believe in the power of God? What does the text 
say about the nature of Godly wisdom?  Why is it 
impossible for anyone, including leaders and intellectuals, 
to understand the secret and hidden wisdom of God apart 
from Christ? According to the text, how do we receive the 
revelation of Godly wisdom? What is the role of the Spirit 
in our ability to hear and respond to the gospel?  How does 
the Holy Spirit transform the way we proclaim the gospel? 
How do these verses show us our desperate dependence on 
the Spirit?  How can we rely on the Spirit, through Christ, 
to make gospel proclamation a part of our everyday lives?  
Mercy Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 5:13-20 

 
What might be some “God-flavors of this earth” that we 
are called to season with salt?  What are some of the “God-
colors” our light could bring out? What is the “law and the 
prophets” Jesus refers to in verse 17?  What does 
“righteousness” mean as Jesus uses it in verse 20? What 
are some of the "indelibly etched pictures" of God's love 
that your congregation has drawn?  How is your 
congregation being "salt" in its setting, right now, in 
turbulent times?  Is surpassing "conventional" 
righteousness too much of a challenge?  What is the 
connection between what we do and who we are?  Do 
economic "hard times" change the call that we have to 
righteousness? Why or why not?  Lesson Plans the Work, 
Weekly Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Jesus, You are the Light of the World. 
Shine Your light in me today. 
Chase away the darkness of sin, 
the darkness of fear and doubt and despair. 
Fill me with the light of Your truth, Your Word. 
Produce in me the fruit of righteousness – 
the evidence that Your Holy Spirit lives in me 
and works in me and works through me.  
Teach me what is pleasing to You. 
Make me a shining example of Your amazing grace, 
redeeming love, and life-changing power. 
May others be drawn to You through me. Amen. 
 

~ Beliefnet.com 

Saltness 
 
These are the standards, the values and the priorities 
of the kingdom of God. Too often the church has 
turned away from this challenge and sunk into a 
bourgeois, conformist respectability. At such times it 
is almost indistinguishable from the world, it has lost 
its saltness, its light is extinguished and it repels all 
idealists. For it gives to evidence that it is God's new 
society which is tasting already the joys and powers 
of the age to come. Only when the Christian 
community lives by Christ's manifesto will the world 
be attracted and God be glorified. So when Jesus 
calls us to himself, it is to this that he calls us. For he 
is the Lord of the counter-culture. 

~ John R.W. Stott b.1921, Christian Counter-Culture 
(1978) via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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https://lessonplansthatwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2014/01/LPTW-Epiphany-5A-OC-OT.pdf
https://lessonplansthatwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2014/01/LPTW-Epiphany-5A-OC-OT.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=17
https://www.generations.org/devotionals/176
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=17
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=17
https://lessonplansthatwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2013/11/LPTW-Epiphany-5A-Adult.pdf
https://www.ucc.org/weekly_seeds_letting_the_light_through
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