
his boat was nearly swamped by a big load of fish. I’ll bet he 
changed his mind about that. Later, he’d learn he would have to 
help feed huge crowds that he thought should have been sent 
home for lunch, try to get over his own prejudice and figure how 

to incorporate Gentiles into the faith, overcome the guilt of 
betrayal, face his own death as a martyr. Seems he had reason to 
be afraid. 

To be honest, we have reason to fear, too. If we ever thought that 
having faith would make life a cinch, it doesn’t take long to get 
over that idea…God shows us how to fish for people, to care for 
them, to nurture them. Sometimes those people leave, or are 
taken from us, or they hurt us. Fishing for people is no afternoon 

of drifting on the lake. It is serious business. It is a boat so full of 
answered prayers it almost sinks.  It is the stingray thrashing on 
the dock. 

A church I know wanted to fish for people, and they looked 
around to see where Jesus was inviting them to throw their nets.  
hey saw that a lot of children in the free lunch program at the 
public schools didn’t eat well when school wasn’t in session. So, 
the church partnered with a local agency to provide bag lunches 
five days a week in the summer months. The agency provided 

much of the funding; the church provided most of the 
volunteers… 

Then the stingray broke the surface. The agency pulled the plug 
on the funding...The little church was devastated by the news.  
The cost of the program was too much for them to manage 
without the agency’s help. They felt they’d been unsuccessful, 
and they went back to cleaning the nets. What was the point, if 
their programs weren’t going to continue? 

Over time the church regrouped, faced the reality of the situation 
and of their own disappointment, and began casting about for 
where Jesus might be telling them to throw their nets next…they 

began offering a regular program where adult food pantry clients 
came to the church kitchen, received a bag of groceries and a free 
gift (measuring cups, for example, or a spatula), and had a 
cooking and nutrition lesson from a dietician, using the items in 
the bag. They sat down to a meal together, then took the groceries 
home to replicate the meal for their families. 

This wasn’t at all what the church had in mind when they 
participated in the first food program. Instead of children, they 

had adults. Instead of summer, it was year-round. Instead of 
making sandwiches for guests, the guests were learning to cook.  
Instead of baloney, families were getting healthier foods.  

This wasn’t at all what they had in mind. But when you go 
fishing with Jesus, you never know what you’ll catch. 

~ an excerpt by Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 
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You Never Know What You’ll Get 

When I was a kid, every summer we spent a week or two 
camping at the beach in South Carolina. We spent part of each 
day swimming, played with new friends in the campground, 
and at least a couple of times while we were there, we went 

fishing. My brother and I had our own rods and reels we’d 
brought from home. We’d grab a bucket, stop at the bait store, 
and walk out onto the pier with our parents early in the 
morning, with the idea of catching something to cook for 
supper… 

One of my clearest memories from those fishing experiences 
was the day my older brother (probably 9 or 10 at the time) 
hooked an extremely large fish. It was so heavy it bent the rod 
over almost double. Our dad went over to help him. After 

several minutes of everyone around us gawking, offering 
advice, and helping, he finally started making headway in 
reeling in the line. We all stared as the float broke the surface 
of the water, then the beast itself. It wasn’t a fish after all; it 
was a very large stingray. Some more experienced fishermen 
took over and brought the ray onto the pier to get the hook out 

of it, shouting to all the children to stay away from the stinger 
because it was quite dangerous. 

When Peter and the others went fishing with Jesus, they were 
none too happy about it. They’d been fishing all night and had 
caught nothing, so they were at the docks cleaning their nets. 
Jesus had drawn such a crowd that he ran out of room on the 
shore, and decided he could be seen and heard better from a 
boat, so he asked Peter to help him out. When the teaching was 
over, Jesus wanted to go fishing.  They weren’t interested. It 

had been a long and fruitless night. What was the point? 
Nevertheless, Peter complied, and the haul was so great their 
boats almost sank from the weight.  

It was a tremendous thing: fish to eat and fish to sell. But Peter 
had an odd reaction. “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
man!” Jesus told him not to be afraid; soon he’d be fishing for 
people. Going fishing with Jesus can be scary.  

It sounds so nice, so peaceful. A day at the beach, quite 
literally. Maybe hanging out in a little boat, just you and Jesus, 
waiting for a little tug on the line. Just visiting, talking, taking a 
snooze in the sunshine.  A few fish in the bucket. Then 

something turns, and your boat is so full it almost sinks, or 
there is a huge stingray thrashing its tail around at you. 

How does that happen? Peter certainly was taken off guard. 
Maybe he thought fishing for people didn’t sound so bad after 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13) 
 

Why did Uzziah’s death affect Isaiah so deeply? How has 
the death of a national leader affected you or what have 
you observed of its effect on a nation? How does God’s 
sovereignty over the universe give us confidence, even in 
time of political, economical, societal instability (like 
when godly King Uzziah died)? What does holy mean? 
Why do the seraphim say it three times? Why would you 
say that holiness is the most important attribute of God 
for us sinners to embrace? How should a proper 
contemplation of the holiness of the Lord result in a 
humble awareness of our sinfulness? Why is such an 
ongoing awareness both reasonable and necessary to our 
full and final salvation from sin? How is your experience 
of God like Isaiah’s: Awestruck? Guilt-ridden? Cleansed? 
Are you willing to serve anywhere, anytime? Grace Bible 
Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 138 

 
How has God answered some of your personal prayer 
requests throughout your life? Do you review these 
answers with those closest to you? David’s heart was set 
on God providing a temple, assuring his presence for his 
people, but the temple was not constructed yet. Are you 
thankful to God (like David), though some of your 
dreams and hopes have not yet been realized? David said, 
“When I called you, you answered,” not “When I called 
you, you said yes.” How are you dealing with the “No’s,” 
and the “Waits”? A day is coming when every tongue 
confesses and every knee bows to God. How does that 
reality impact your readiness to speak God’s praises now? 
David emphasizes God’s supernatural power in protecting 
his people. How does this reality decrease your fear? How 
have you experienced God’s protection? Small Group 
Summary Questions 

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
 

How can a Christian avoid believing the gospel in vain?  
Why is it important to "hold firmly to the word"? Why 
did Paul pass on what he had received? How did Christ’s 
life fulfill the Scriptures? What are the key points of the 
gospel? Why did Paul emphasize the facts of Christ’s 
resurrection? Why did Paul feel unworthy to be called an 
apostle? What does it mean for you to hold firmly to the 
gospel? Discipleship Evangelism 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 5:1-11 

 
Where was Jesus, and what was he doing? Whose boat 
did Jesus step into and what request did Jesus make? 
Visualize the scene of Jesus teaching the crowd from the 
boat. Amidst teaching the crowd, how did Jesus focus on 
one person? What did Jesus’ words, “Put out into deep 
water” mean to Simon? For what reason did Simon obey 
Jesus and what can we learn from this? What unusual 
thing happened when Simon obeyed? Why might this be 
so meaningful to Simon and his partners? How did Simon 
respond to this event? What did Simon realize about Jesus 
and himself? Why was he afraid?  What did Jesus say to 
Simon and what did it mean to him? How did Simon and 
his companions radically respond? From this passage, 
what do you learn about becoming Jesus’ disciple? Have 
you responded to Jesus’ call? University Bible Fellowship 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
You call us, 
Wanderer of seashores and sidewalks, 
inviting us to sail out of our smug harbors 
into the uncharted waters of faith 
to wander off from our predictable paths to follow You 
into the unpredictable footsteps of the kingdom; 
to leave the comfort of our homes and accompany 
You into the uncomfortable neighborhoods we usually 
avoid. 
As we wait, 
in our simple, sometimes crazy, 
constantly uncertain lives, 
speak to us, Spirit of Grace: 
of that hope which is our anchor; 
of that peace which is our rock; 
of that grace which is our refuge. 
 

~ Rev. Bob Gibson,  
London Conference of the United Church of Canada 

...You've got to expect a glitch in communication 
though, when you realize you're in the presence of the 
Holy when two minutes ago you were just sitting in a 
boat with some other sweaty guy who then tells you 
to put the net down in the deep side of the boat just a 
few feet away. A few feet, a couple of minutes, and 
suddenly you're prostrate on the bottom of the boat 
zapped both by the radiance of the Divine and the 
squalid excuse for the human person you realize you 
are in that Divine Light. 

Is Jesus messing with Peter? Let me put it this way; 
how often did Jesus mess with Peter? And, how often 
was Jesus TEMPTED to mess with Peter and didn't? 

It seems to me it is our squalidness that makes us 
beloved. Peter's sins endeared him to Jesus and 
Peter's imperfections endear him to us, not just across 
a boat and in minutes but across millennia. Our sins 
and imperfections are precious because they are the 
very substance of our transformation. 

I like what The Kotzker Rebbe said. “Your holiness 
shall consist of being truly human, not angelic. God 
has plenty of angels.” Besides, angels mess around 
too much. 
                                 ~ an excerpt by Suzanne Guthrie,  
                                              At the Edge of Enclosure 
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