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Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings

February 3, 2019
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
The readings this week:
◦ Jeremiah 1:4-10 ◦ Psalm 71:1-6
◦ 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 ◦ Luke 4:21-30
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

An Excellent Way
Wouldn’t you like to speak “in the tongues of mortals
and of angels?” Wouldn’t it be such great fun to bowl
people over with divine eloquence every time you
open your mouth!?
Wouldn’t you like to “understand all mysteries and
all knowledge?” I try and convince my children that I
already do—but they are quickly seeing through that
ruse.
Wouldn’t you like to have faith? I mean real faith—
so much faith that you could summon the mighty
power of God and move a mountain? Or move a
heart? Or move a world from injustice to justice?
Wouldn’t you like to have the kind of abiding trust,
where you could follow the words of Jesus to the rich
young ruler, and sell all you have and give it to the
poor? I struggle with those words so much. I do love
Jesus. But, I also love my iPhone. And my books.
And the new car we just bought. But, I’d love to be
able to cast all that away and not even once want to
look back.
Wouldn’t all that be great? If you could do all of the
above you’d be Billy Graham, the Pope, Mother
Teresa, and Desmond Tutu all wrapped in one.
People would line up at your door from morning to
night to have you speak, teach, move mountains, or
show them the way of Jesus.
But…even if you had all of that…even if you were
“Spiritual Super Man”…if you didn’t have love, it
would all be for nought.
It would mean nothing. Absolutely nothing.
But, what kind of love is Paul talking about? What
does a love that is thatvaluable really look like?
Well, it’s patient. (Oh, crap, I’m impatient all the
time.) It’s kind. (Oh…I’m usually kind on the
outside, but on the inside…crap.) It’s not envious,
boastful, or rude. (Did I mentioned I’m a published
author? Crap. Crap. Crap.) It does not insist on it’s

own way. (Wait, but what if I’m right?…which I
usually am?…Crap.) It is not irritable (***will you
please shut your mouth in the next room! I can hardly
hear myself type!*** Crap.) or resentful. (I’m not
even going there.)
It bears all things. Believes all things. Hopes all
things.
It. Never. Ends.
Everything else—everything else—will end. It will all
come crashing down. It will all decay and crumble. It
will all be forgotten and lost.
But, not love.
Not that kind of love. For it is the love that God has
had for us since the dawn of creation. It was the love
that welled up in God, and caused him to send his
only son to live among us. It was that love which
bound Jesus to the cross.
It was that love which put Jesus in the cold, dark
tomb.
It was that love which caused the mighty Power of the
Resurrection to come and vanquish death and sin
forever.

It is the kind of love that knits us to God. And, it is
the love that is supposed to knit us to each other in the
Body of Christ.
Seek that love. And, at the same time, know it is
already yours.

~ Rick Morley, a garden path

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10
What do you think a call from God would actually be
like? Have you ever felt God calling you to do
something? What was it like? How would you respond if
God called you to do something you did not want to do or
did not think you would be able to do? What excuses did
Jeremiah make to avoid God’s calling? What was God’s
response? Do you find it odd that God would call a child
like this? Why or why not? What would it be like for
God to touch your lips? What would it take for you to
have an encounter with God that you were confident
about? What would you do if you knew 100% that God
was for you and against your opposition? What do you
feel God might be leading you to do in your future? What
might God be leading you to do right now? Faith Element

It takes only seven verses for Jesus to go from
“gracious” to getting himself nearly hurled off a cliff.
At first the home-town boy is the ultimate insider -“Is
not this Joseph's son?” - until he pushes on truths
beyond the comforts of the righteous. All in the
synagogue were filled with rage. Jesus, now the
ultimate outsider, exits stealthily.
Have you noticed that The Holy seeks you more
ardently in your outside-ness than in your inside-ness?
Belonging is nice. Comforting. Affirming. Even
nurturing. But as you remember your journey in faith, is
it not when you stood with the marginalized that you
most perceived the presence of the divine? And wasn't
it when you pressed into the unknown against the
boundaries of your own heart and mind and soul that
you experienced something more revelatory?
Something inaccessible to mere righteousness?
It is not easy to be righteous. But it's even harder to go
through righteousness and come out on the far end of it
with a heightened sense of graciousness.
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.” Listen. Can you hear it?
~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 71:1-6
Have you ever felt cornered and outnumbered? Did you
call out to the Lord for help? Though this is a cry for
help, how does the Psalmist continue to praise the Lord?
What are the deepest longings of your heart? Can you
pour them out to God? What about your disappointments
and resentments? Can you trust God with those, too? And
in calling out, how can you also praise the Lord? Sermons
that Work

Praying Toward Sunday
Holy God,
you knew us before we knew ourselves.
You consecrate us even now to be your servants.
Create in us hearts worthy to be your prophets
that we might go where you send us,
and speak the Word that you give us.
Through the power of your Holy Spirit,
place your words upon our lips
and your grace upon our hearts
so that we might pluck up and pull down,
destroy and overthrow,
build and plant,
as you, alone, have commanded. Amen.
~ Stephen M. Fearing, Liturgy Link

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Does Paul literally mean that love never sets boundaries
and never discerns truth from error (i.e. “believes all
things”)? Think of one person who is hard for you to love.
What is one concrete way you can show that person love
this week? How can you encourage or teach or serve others
in a way that reflects Jesus’ loving character? Re-read
verses 4-7, applying the words to a modern congregation
rather than to an individual couple. What lessons for our
mutual life do you find there? How many ways could you
apply Paul’s comparison between childish and adult
understanding? It is bad or wrong to be “childish,” or
simply a form of behavior that should be “put away” as we
grow more mature as disciples? Grace Bible Church,
Sermons that Work

____4th Reading: Luke 4:21-30

Why do you think Jesus confronted the crowd that day in
the synagogue? How do the readings from Luke 4 shape
(or re-shape) a congregation's ministry? How might your
congregation fulfill the promises of the prophet Isaiah?
What does the phrase, "the year of the Lord's favor" mean
to you? Are we inclined to think we have a special claim to
Jesus? Do we secretly resent or disdain the expressions of
Christianity that come from other cultures? Weekly Seeds,
Sermons that Work

