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God’s Love Language 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 
the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness and to walk humbly with your God? ~ Micah 6:8 

For Christmas my mother gave me a copy of The 5 Love 
Languages by Dr. Gary Chapman. The gist of the book is 
that there are only five basic ways that people express 
love: the “love languages.” Although to some degree 
everybody uses all the languages–words of affirmation, 
spending quality time, receiving gifts, acts of service, and 
physical touch–most people have a one or two “primary”  
love languages that they naturally use. 

Chapman’s 30 plus years of counseling experience and 
background as an anthropologist have consistently shown 
that when a couple learns to speak each other’s primary 
love language they greatly enhance their ability to express 
love and enjoy a solid, affirming relationship. These 
principles hold true across cultures and are applicable to 
relationships with one’s children, parents, and even co-
workers. 

Chapman’s ideas got me wondering if there is a broader 
application for love languages in our relationships within 
the body of Christ, as sisters and brothers in the faith. 
How might these principles apply in a congregation? Not 
just for marriage counseling, but in our interactions as 
rostered and lay leaders, as committees, and in welcoming 
guests into our communities of faith. 

And more! Is it a complete and totally weird stretch to 
think God possibly has primary love languages, and if so, 
do we do a good job of speaking it? After all, scripture 
reminds us that God is relational, and relationships do go 
two ways. 

Just when I was beginning to think I might be pushing this 
metaphor just a little bit too far, I read the Revised 
Common Lectionary Old Testament reading for this 
coming Sunday (Micah 6:1-8), and experiened one of 
those “Aha!”  moments. Yes, God does have a love 
language, and we all too often fail to speak it. 

Yes, that big “Aha!”  moment about God’s love language 
came through loud and clear in verse 8. God requires us to 
“do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God.”  God seems a whole lot more interested in “acts of 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 
Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
February 2, 2020 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 6:1-8 ◦ Psalm 15  
◦ 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 ◦ Matthew 5:1-12 

service” and “quality time,”  at least the way I understand 
this verse, and other verses where God makes clear what 
language needs to be spoken (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, for 
example). No, of course, Chapman’s five love languages 
do not exactly parallel the relationship a disciple shares 
with God, but perhaps this is a way of beginning to talk 
about what it means to love God and one another in ways 
that are productive and that lead to deeper and lasting joy 
and commitment. 

God wants our time, demands our time, not just once a 
week for a couple of hours or a few times a year. God 
wants us to be intimately involved in relationship, in 
prayer, study of scripture, holy listening, and a humble 
daily walk. The connection runs both ways, as much as we 
might like to ignore the implications of that fact. How 
might we encourage one another to speak the love 
language of “quality time”  to God? 

Micah’s words remind us that God expects us to do justice 
and to love kindness. That sure sounds a lot like “acts of 
service”  to me. Think of Jesus’ words in Luke 10:27 to the 
lawyer, as well as similar accounts in the gospels of 
Matthew and Mark. Part of loving God involves sacrificial 
living and giving, serving God in ways that benefit others 
and bring glory to God. Loving God with the language of 
“acts of service”  means living sacrificially and maintaining 
an outward, countercultural focus. We turn the “M” in 
“me”  upside down so that the word becomes “we.”  

Maybe, just maybe, this week as we read the beatitudes 
and hear about God’s generous acts of serving and loving 
each one of us (even to the point of taking on flesh and 
bone and living and dying among us), we might take some 
time to ponder how we show our love for God. What 
language do we need to use? Perhaps employing 
Chapman’s principles is one accessible way of accessing 
this idea so that we may be better stewards of our 
relationship with the Divine One who loves us beyond 
compare. 

Blessings on your proclamation! 

~ Sharron R Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=16
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2011/01/god%e2%80%99s-love-language/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Micah 6:1-8 
 

Reflect on a time when you tried to impress another 
person. What did you do? Did your efforts succeed?  In 
what ways do we often “perform” for other people to 
make ourselves look good? How do these “performances” 
affect our local church community?  What is He asking 
His people in verse 3? What is God pointing out about the 
attitude of his people?  What do the people of God seem 
to be asking of God in verses 6-7?  Does their response in 
verse 6 seem like an adequate answer to God? What does 
it mean to “act justly”? “love faithfulness”? “walk 
humbly with our God?”  How is the instruction of verse 8 
different from the obligations of verses 6 and 7?  How do 
we cultivate a heart of pure obedience and devotion rather 
than a tired obligation to God?  MCA Church on the Hill 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 15  

Have you ever thought about ethics?  How is this Psalm 
about ethics?  How well can you relate to these principles 
from Psalm 15? Are they realistic and practical for you, 
for today?  Look at each of these ten plus principals, how 
have you applied these to yourself, your family, your 
friends, your church, and people in general?    Which of 
the stanzas of Psalm 15 strike at you so that you need to 
deal with it in your own life?  What can we learn about 
how we worship and treat God? What is a pure heart and 
why does God desire us to have it and be so to others? 
How do our personal agendas cloud His work in us?  How 
can you improve your spiritual walk so you can be the 
person who models Psalm 15?  Into Thy Word 

____3rd Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31  
 

What two groups of people does Paul identify in verse 18? 
What distinguishes between the two groups?  How does 
Paul advance his argument in verses 26-29 regarding 
God’s purpose or reason for the folly of the cross?  What 
purpose of God is accomplished through the gospel 
according to verse 29?  What four attributes or qualities or 
truths or realities has Christ become to us?  According to 
verse 30, if you are a Christian today, why are you a 
Christian today?  In other words, to whom does the 
“him” (ESV, NIV, KJV) or “his” (NASB) or “he” (RSV) 
in verse 30 refer?  First Even Evangelical Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 5:1-12 

 
What are the ways people try to find happiness? How does 
Scripture speak about joy/happiness/gladness in general? 
What are the ways the Beatitudes help us think about 
happiness in specific?  What is a beatitude?  Are they only 
in Matthew 5:1–12? Or are there others? See Psalm 1:1; 
32:1; 119:1; Matthew 11:6.  Are they conditional 
statements (law), “If you do __, then __?” Are they 
unconditional promises (gospel)? Or something else?  How 
should we think about Jesus’ Beatitudes?  How should we 
understand the kingdom of heaven in the Beatitudes? What 
is the relationship between its present fulfillment and its 
future fulfillment? How does this impact our lives?  Which 
Beatitude is most perplexing, encouraging, or challenging?  
How do the Beatitudes help you walk more closely with 
the Lord?  Via Emmaus 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God the Holy Spirit, 
You are the restless breath of love that sweeps 
through the world. 
You move where you will, breaking down barriers, 
Stirring hearts to change, making all things possible. 
Inspire each one of us to hunger and thirst for justice! 
Come, Spirit of God, 
Sweep through our world bringing great change. 
May the bounty of your goodness be shared more 
justly, 
So all may share in the rich blessings of your 
creation. 
And, for us, bring transformation in our praying and 
living, 
So that we may act justly, love mercy, 
And walk humbly with you all the days of our lives.  
Amen. 

~ Third Space 

..That is to say that the Beatitudes are not promises 
of future happiness; they are congratulations on 
present bliss. They are not statements and prophecies 
of what is one day going to happen to the Christian in 
some other world; they are affirmations of the bliss 
into which the Christian can enter even here and 
now. This is not to say that this bliss will not reach 
its perfection and its completion, when some day the 
Christian enters into the nearer presence of his Lord; 
but it is to say that even here and now the foretaste 
and the experience of that bliss is meant to be part of 
the Christian life. 
 
~William Barkclay 1907-1978, The Beatitudes and the 
Lord's Prayer for Everyman via Suzanne Guthrie, At the 
Edge of Enclosure 
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