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Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings

February 17, 2019
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
The readings this week:
◦ Jeremiah 17:5-10 ◦ Psalm 1
◦ 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 ◦ Luke 6:17-26
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Lifting up the Poor
Epiphany is the season that honors the recognition of
Jesus Christ as Savior of the world. It marks the coming of
the Magi who, in bringing gifts to the Christ child,
“revealed” to the world that Jesus Christ is Lord and King.
We no longer have Magi to reveal the Savior to our
contemporaries; that responsibility falls on us. There are
many ways for us to accomplish this responsibility and
many arenas that need the light of Jesus Christ. However,
on this 6th Sunday in Epiphany, we are focusing on the
poor in our midst.
The temptation is to focus on the poor in the world. It is
very easy to focus on the starving children around the
world and forget about those around the corner. It is very
easy to focus on the effects of poverty that we see halfway
around the world and ignore those effects that are halfway
across town. Sometimes a harsh, straightforward sermon
is what is needed to shake us out of our revelry. This is
what Luke provides. In what has come to be called the
Sermon on the Plain, Luke does not add the spiritual
elements that are found in Matthew’s Sermon on the
Mount. Luke is clear that the poor are the blessed group
and the rich had better wake up and smell the coffee! The
riches that bring you comfort now will not comfort you for
long. The satisfaction you now have with life in general
will change when we enter into the Kingdom of God.
From the very beginning Luke removes any notion of
status. Christ comes down from the mountain to a level
place, to a place where all can reach him and all can be
healed. He is talking to a mixed crowd, Jew and Gentile,
rich and poor, allowing this text to be seen as an
admonition to the local community as well as a more
global community. Once the healings are complete, Jesus
settles down to teaching what it truly means to be a
disciple of Christ in a world that has very different values.
For Luke, being a disciple means dealing with real socioeconomic issues, those issues that cause poverty, hunger,
weeping and hatred. Being a rich disciple means a drastic
change in the status quo and a shift of thinking to stand
with God and the poor. In the spirit of removing the log
from our own eye before removing it from another’s, I
submit that this text is encouraging us to pay more
attention to those in our midst while we are helping those
around the world. Many of us will never have the
opportunity to travel around the world to experience the
life changing moments that come when you are genuinely

engaged in the work of God with the poor. We must keep
in mind that many of us do not need to travel around the
world to work hand in hand with the poor: the poor are
right here with us.
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We…the rich, the full, the laughing, the well spoken
of…could be in for some real trouble unless we learn
to love as God loves.

You see, for Luke, this is what it means to be a disciple. This is the teaching directly from Jesus to the 12
disciples, “a great crowd of disciples” and “a great
multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the
coast of Tyre and Sidon” that came to hear and be
healed. This is the teaching…blessings for the poor
and woes to the rich. It appears that Jesus is addressing a mixed crowd. They are Jew and Gentile, rich
and poor. The one thing they all have in common is
their desire to hear the Great Teacher. They have
waited until Jesus and the 12 descend from the mountain; the evil spirits have been expelled and all who
came have been healed. Now they are settling down
for this lesson in discipleship. Imagine their surprise
when they heard these words. Imagine the joy that
must have embraced the poor and the fear that must
have overshadowed the rich. The poor have received
two blessings, but the rich, who certainly thought they
had it made now that there were healed, get a rude
awakening! Thank God, for the rich—regardless of
the period in time—there is an injunction for those
who will listen… love.
~ Rev. Jocleen McCall, Religion Instructor, Johnston

Community College, Smithfield, NC Council of Churches

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10
How do you trust in God? When is it easy? When is it
harder? What do you know about the author? What is
the political and spiritual state of Judah at this time?
Examine Jeremiah 17:5-8. Study of the term “cursed” and
contrast the imagery of the two ways man can approach
life. Who is God speaking to? Another Bible study
method is to read various Bible translations for additional
insights. Try reading Jeremiah 17:9 using various
translations; what do you see? (Bible Hub is a good tool)
What does Jeremiah 17:10 mean? How do you
demonstrate your trust on God? Help Me With Bible
Study.org

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 1

How does this Psalm work as an introduction to the entire
book of Psalms? What does it mean to be “blessed”?
What are some other words that could be used to describe
the blessed man in Psalm 1? What does it mean to be
“blessed”? What are some other words that could be used
to describe the blessed man in Psalm 1? By contrast what
does the blessed man do? What illustration does the
Psalmist use to describe the blessed man? What
illustration does the Psalmist use to describe the wicked?
What is the conclusion of Psalm 1? Read verse 6. What
contrast does the Psalmist point out between the righteous
and the wicked? Based on the truth of Psalm 1, what does
ultimate happiness look like? What is your
Delight? What brings you joy? What energizes you?
What do you find to be life-giving? Eagle Christian
Church, Journey On

There are no glossy images here! Who wants to be poorer,
sad, in conflict, excluded or demeaned? Jesus does not ask
us to seek out discomfort, but wants us to realise that God
always holds a brighter promise for us. We seek and find God
where we are but always realise that God calls us further –
we have not arrived.
God’s mercy means doing justice for the poorest and the
most humiliated. Jesus meets families on his travels who are
barely surviving and are defenceless against powerful
landowners. We too see poor and powerless people today.
Are we, his followers, defenders of the poor?
What meaningful action will I do today to bring a smile to the
lips of someone who is poor or broken? Christian living is
neither an armchair occupation nor a spectator sport.
~ Sacred Space

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
How much of a danger is there of losing the significance of
Christ’s resurrection in our culture? When did the reality of
the resurrection of Christ first impact you? Have you ever
watched the celebration that takes place on New Year’s
Eve when the ball drops in Time’s Square at midnight?
How does this compare with our celebration of the most
significant event in history, the resurrection of Christ?
Why don’t we get this excited on Easter? What needs to
change in us to increase our excitement about the
resurrection? How would you explain Easter to someone
who asked you, “What’s Easter all about anyway?” Why
do you think some people have a problem with the concept
of Jesus’ physical resurrection? Do you ever think that
your Christianity is grounded in “blind faith?” If Christ did
not rise from the dead, what would it mean? Gospel Grace
Church

____4th Reading: Luke 6:17-26

Praying Toward Sunday
I dare to pray: Lord, let the world be changed, for I
long to see the end of poverty;
I dare to pray: Lord, let the rules be changed, for I
long to see trade bring justice to the poor;
I dare to pray: Lord, let my life be changed, for I long
to bring hope where good news is needed.
In the strength of your Spirit and inspired by Your
compassion,
I make this promise to work for change, and wait
confidently for the day when You make all things
new. Amen.
~ Peter Graystone, The Church of England Diocese of
Portsmouth

Put yourself in the scene as one of Jesus’ brand new
disciples just beginning to follow Him when this massive
crowd of needy people started pressing in. How would you
feel? Overwhelmed by the need? Uncomfortable?
Annoyed? Grateful for your own wellbeing? Something
else? What need first brought you to Jesus? Would you say
that you are still desperate to try to “touch Him” every day,
in hopes that His power will fall on you, or has your
Christian walk become sort of self-sufficient? What four
qualities did Jesus give that ought to characterize followers
of Christ? What do each of those traits have in common?
What does it look like in the lives of Christians today to be
poor, hungry, mournful, and hated by the world? What
attitude did Jesus say we should take about our neediness?
How would you define each warning or “woe” Jesus gives
in verses 24-26? Does this mean you can’t be wealthy, eat
well, happy, and liked by other people and still take part in
God’s kingdom? What does it mean? In what way are
others’ needs a springboard for gospel conversations? FBC
Summit

