
rejoice alone. When Jesus comes to a level place, he 
comes to level us with God’s kingdom and to level us 
with one another. 
 
This is both a comfort and a challenge. 
 
By overturning the world’s ideas and expressions of 
strength, by lifting up the lowly and bowed down, Jesus 
levels us out. In the words of Nadia Bolz-Weber, “[Jesus] 
was God’s Beatitude—God’s blessing to the weak in a 
world that admires only the strong.” Jesus physically and 
verbally levels with us in the Beatitudes, and in this 
leveling out, our lives are never the same. We are not 
alone in our experiences and needs, and we cannot leave 
others alone in theirs. 
 
When we look out the windows of our suffering and feel 
that we are alone, Jesus promises that we are never 
forgotten by him, nor do we live this life apart from each 
other. As the kingdom of God comes to us directly 
through Jesus, we are bound to one another in his grace, 
leveled out and loved. 

~ Lauren Dow Wegner, The Christian Century 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Leveled Out 

When I was a teenager, my grandfather died rather 
suddenly. It was the first major death in my life and 
remains one of my most emotional memories. 

Thinking back to that time in my life, and to the 
emotional and spiritual development at constant work in 
a teenager’s heart and mind, I realize that Grandpa’s 
death forced me, for the first time, to reconcile my faith 
and my understanding of God with the very real 
experience of loss and grief. I was face to face with the 
death of someone real, someone I dearly loved, and I 
didn’t quite know what to make of it all. 
 
Riding in the hearse on the drive to the cemetery for 
Grandpa’s burial, I remember looking out the window at 
the cars next to us. I remember the jarring thought that 
occurred to me: Everyone else is going about their day. 
And yet my world has been completely changed and will 
never be the same again. I couldn’t quite fathom how all 
of us could exist at the same time in the same place when 
our experiences that day were so very different. 
 
Of course, as a teenager, I was only really thinking about 
my own experience. Today, my awareness has expanded 
to recognize that each person around me was also 
carrying their own griefs and fears and worries. But the 
fact remains that I was sitting in a hearse with my family, 
about to bury my grandfather, and the rest of the world 
was going about its business. It felt like we, the people of 
God, were all disconnected and separated from each 
other. 
 
In Luke, before Jesus preaches the Beatitudes he comes 
down with the disciples and stands “on a level place.” 
This Sermon on the Plain is set in a different context than 
Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, and place matters here. 
Jesus comes down and stands in the midst of those who 
have come to be healed and those who are troubled. He 
comes to a level place to bring the kingdom of God to 
those who are gathered. There is no space between those 
who suffer and those who rejoice; we all receive the gift 
of the one who brings God’s kingdom, and we are 
receiving it in the same place—a level place.  
 
When Jesus comes to a level place, we find ourselves 
leveled out. No longer do we grieve alone, or stress 
alone, or worry alone. No longer do we celebrate alone or 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 

Why do you think the heart can be so wicked? What steps 
can we take to make sure we are letting God guide us and 
not our hearts? What does it mean to see God? How do 
we trust in a God who mysteriously knows us, our desires 
and our failings, so well? How do we participate in the 
turn and return to God when the distractions of the world 
have drawn us away? What has drawn you away from the 
practices of rest and renewal that nourish your roots? As a 
community, how might we discern and uncover sources 
of living water that will carry us through drought? The 
Pursuit Church, Sermons that Work 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 1 

 
What is something in which you take Great Delight? 
What is it about that thing which is so great? Why is it 
important to understand what the word “Blessed” really 
means? Why is it important that we understand it doesn’t 
always mean good circumstances? What are some ways 
that we are often tempted to “Walk in the counsel of the 
wicked”? What are the various options available to us? 
Do you think it is possible to avoid “Standing in the path 
or sinners” and “sitting in the seat of scoffers”? Think the 
first question…Do you think it is possible to get to the 
point of delighting in God’s Word as much as we delight 
in those other things? What are the benefits afforded to 
the one who Delights in God’s Law? What do you think 
those might look like in your daily life? Cross Pointe 
Church 

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20  
 

What is the good news that Paul proclaimed? If no one 
can possibly be raised from the dead, what must we 
conclude about Christ and his resurrection? If there is no 
resurrection, not even Christ's, what must we conclude 
about the power of death in our world? What about our 
faith and our lives spent preaching the gospel? What does 
Christ's resurrection have to do with our sin? What does it 
mean, practically, to be "still in our sins"? What is our 
wonderful hope and inheritance as Christians? If this is a 
false hope, why are we to be pitied? What does it mean 
that Christ has indeed been raised from the dead? New 
Jersey University Bible Fellowship 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 6:17-26 

 
What does Jesus mean when he says some are “Blessed”? 
What does Jesus mean when he says to others, “woe to 
you”? Jesus says those who are “poor,” “hungry,” “weep 
now,” and are hated/reviled are blessed. What do each of 
these things mean? Notice that Jesus says to the “poor” 
yours “is” (present tense) the kingdom of God. But to the 
hungry/sad/hated the reward “shall be” (future tense). 
What do these rewards mean and why the difference in 
present/future tense? If you had to summarize the main 
idea of this sermon in one or two sentences, what would 
you say? How do we refrain from treating this passage as 
moralistic teaching? How do these verses point us to the 
cross of Christ? Restoration Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
Compassionate God, 
we recognize that our world is a broken place, 
hurt by poverty, famine and disease. 
We admit that sometimes we make the world a 
broken place, 
tolerating prejudice, conflict and self-interest. 
We confess that our hearts also suffer with anger, 
resentment and jealousy. 
Renew us in Your love, O God, 
and heal us with the comfort of Your abundant love. 
Awaken us to the role we can play in healing Your 
creation. 
Strengthen us through the power of the Holy Spirit 
to hear Your word and move forward in faith. Amen. 
 

~ Gill Le Fevre 

I have a dream, God says. Please help Me to realize 
it. It is a dream of a world whose ugliness and squalor 
and poverty, its war and hostility, its greed and harsh 
competitiveness, its alienation and disharmony are 
changed into their glorious counterparts, when there 
will be more laughter, joy, and peace, where there 
will be justice and goodness and compassion and love 
and caring and sharing. I have a dream that swords 
will be beaten into plowshares and spears into 
pruning hooks, that My children will know that they 
are members of one family, the human family, God's 
family, My family. 

-Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream: A Vision of Hope of 
Our Time via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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