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The readings this week:
◦ 2 Kings 2:1-12 ◦ Psalm 50:1-6
◦ 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 ◦ Mark 9:2-9
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

A Glimpse of God-Light
What do you make of the story of Jesus’ transfiguration in
the presence of Peter, James, and John? I’m not talking
about getting all rational or speaking theologically about
this account as it is presented in Mark’s gospel; I want to
know how it speaks to your heart, to your core, to who
you are as a child of God.
I sometimes think we look at events in scripture as distant
and removed from the realm of possibility, as story-book
stuff. The closest we come to scripture as real life happens
through the visions of Hollywood directors like Cecil B.
DeMille (The Ten Commandments) or Mel Gibson (The
Passion of the Christ). Maybe that is a sweeping
assumption, but I’m willing to bet that NFL superstars and
Academy Award winners are more real and relevant to
most folks than Jesus and his entourage of disciples.
Maybe that’s what happened with Peter, James, and John
when they saw Jesus for who and what he really is –
God’s beloved son. He had just told his closest followers
that some of them would see the Kingdom of God (Mark
9:1). There on that mountaintop three of them got a
glimpse of that reality, and it confused the heck out of
them. Ever wonder how they knew with whom Jesus was
conversing? Remember, there were no Kodak memories at
that time. Did they simply know at some deep gut level
that they were in the presence of Moses and Elijah? Were
they wearing name tags? Did God tell them while
speaking from the cloud? Maybe Jesus filled in the gaps
with some narration. We’re not told all of the details, just
the really important ones.
We know that the three disciples saw Jesus for who he
really is, in all his God-glory. We know that God told
them (and us) to listen to Jesus. We know that the
experience didn’t last, and that Jesus and his disciples
were back in the trenches of life and ministry in short
order. Finally, we know they puzzled over the whole
experience, and that somehow they were transformed by it
themselves.
Paul, who also experienced God-light on the Damascus
road, has a few things to say about the light of the gospel
in his second letter to the Corinthians. He reminds us of
our proper response to Jesus, to the good news we are
called to share, and how we are to reflect the light of Godin-Christ. We, you and I, have been transfigured by the
love of God and the grace of Jesus Christ so that we carry

the light within. We don’t, however, carry the light to keep
it in, but rather to let it shine through us revealing
something of God to the world.
It’s tough to let our little God-lights shine in the darkness
of this broken world. There is so much that can blind
people to the light of Christ; sometimes it feels like
comparing the glow of a firefly (us) to a brightly-lit
Broadway marquee (the lures and charms of the world).
How can we compete?
I guess the best way to start is to take Paul’s words to
heart. It’s not about us. It’s all about the message we bear.
We don’t have to worry about the wattage of our message
or the brightness of our bulb. God has all of that handled.
We simply need to put ourselves out there, living in the
light and love of Christ, walking in the way, and sharing
what we know of God as revealed in the Son.
Think of it this way: Have you ever watched a field come
alive at night with the soft pulsing glow of myriad
fireflies? Alone, a single firefly’s light is miniscule. When
a host of the creatures are out there doing their firefly
thing, the sight is simply amazing, Each one of us has the
capacity to give others a glimpse of the God-Light, but
when we as the church work together, the light of Christ
shines bright and beautiful offering a beacon of hope to the
searching soul.
Let your light shine, no matter how dim or bright you may
assume it to be. Remember, with God all things are
possible, including using your light right here, right now.
~ Sharron Blezard, Stewardship of Life

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12
This story records only words and actions, not feelings
and motives, why do you think that is? Why do you think
Elijah commanded his disciple to stay behind these three
times? Why do you think that Elisha refused to follow
Elijah’s orders each time? Why do you think that Elisha
commands the prophets to remain silent? Was Elisha’s
request greedy and/or ambitious? Why was this request
one that Elijah himself could not grant or deny? Even if
we didn’t know anything about Elijah’s prior deeds, what
can we learn about him…from the actions of the other
prophets that day? From Elisha’s loyalty? From the way
that he “died?” Why do you think God chose a fiery
display, rather than just making Elijah disappear? Even
though the writer does not tell us Elisha’s feelings, what
can we learn about his emotions once Elijah has been
taken into heaven? Elisha obviously learned more from
his master than just a profession. What other things did
Elijah pass on? What do we learn from this story about
the way God works through us to train others? Who is
looking up to you today? To whom will you pass on a
mantle of leadership and service? Faith Element
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 50:1-6

In these lines from Psalm 50, we hear an image of God as
creator and judge. There is a way of thinking about God
called “apophatic theology.” Sometimes called “negative
theology,” this thinking holds that all of our names for
God are inadequate. Make a list of all of the names and
images of God that you can think of from scripture. Add
as many names and images as you can from your
experience or imagination. In what ways do these names
describe God? In what ways do they fail to describe God?
Which of your images are concrete (called “cataphatic” in
theological terminology)? Which of your images are
apophatic? Sermons the Work

Praying Toward Sunday
In the coming week,
may you experience the presence of God with joy.
May the holy cloud comfort you.
May the divine voice encourage you.
May the power of the Spirit transform you,
transform us,
transform our world. Amen.
~ Joanna Harader, Spacious Faith

A Church Unveiled
If we do not proclaim ourselves,
But Christ as Lord, and we, then, slaves
To those we might the good news tell That changes what we're called to crave.
No longer need we fear the worst An empty church, and shuttered doors Instead, our hunger and our thirst
Would be for those the world deplores.
Contagious joy - for all - would show
That Christ has touched our hearts and souls,
And Church would be where none outgrow
The God whose love our love extols.
~ Scott L. Barton, Follow the Lectionary? Follow Me!

____3rd Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
In what ways is the image of light as a metaphor for God’s
teaching like the images of the whirlwind, the consuming
flame and the raging storm in today’s lesson from 2 Kings
and Psalm 50? Does Paul connect Jesus with Moses and
Elijah? How? Does he connect himself with the line of
prophets? What “god of this world” might blind us from
seeing the Good News of Jesus Christ as preached by the
apostle Paul? Sermons the Work

____4th Reading: Mark 9:2-9
Why do you think the disciples experienced a combination
of joy and terror as they witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration?
Should we describe the Transfiguration as a miracle?
Why, do you suppose, Jesus only takes the three, Peter,
James & John? What is the significance of the presence of
Elijah and Moses with Jesus on the mount? What was
special about their last days on earth? What’s the
significance of going up a high mountain? Why does
Peter suggest 3 booths? Why are 3 booths not appropriate?
How is the triune God represented in this part of Scripture?
Why did the Father say “listen to Him” (and not “believe
in Him” or something similar)? Have you ever been in a
situation where you just didn’t know what to do or say so
you started making suggestions to get beyond the
uncomfortable moment? Is that what Peter was doing?
Why was the transfiguration important to the early church?
What does it say to you today? Redeemer Lutheran Church

