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Temptation and the Will of God 
 

Temptation. Let me go out on a limb here and say 
that most of us aren’t tempted to do truly diabolical 
things, because most of us aren’t diabolical people.  
I’ve never been tempted to kill anyone. Or to steal a 
car. Or abduct a child. Or hurt someone just for the 
pleasure of hurting them.  And, if you’re reading this 
blog, I bet you would say the same things. (My blog’s 
settings filter out the truly diabolical…) 
 
But, temptation…ah, don’t fool yourself. We’re all 
tempted. And usually tempted to do things that start 
out not sounding too bad. 
 
I’ve been watching AMC’s Breaking Bad lately. 
Besides now having the insatiable desire to end each 
of my sentences with “yo,” (As in, “Hey, listen to this 
sermon, yo!) I’ve found it to be a powerful lesson in 
temptation and sin. Walt, the main character is 
stricken with inoperable cancer and he wants to 
provide for his family.  That’s a noble goal, right? 
How could you go wrong there? Candidate for Father
-of-the-Year, right? Yo?  So…he decides to “cook” 
methamphetamine. Crystal meth. 
 
I’ve also been watching NBC’s Scandal, another 
lesson on temptation. Some good people—again, the 
supposed “protagonists”, who consider themselves 
fine upstanding patriots, try and do what they think is 
best for the country.  So…they rig a presidential 
election. 
 
Good people. Who have good intentions. And good 
ideals. Tempted to do the wrong thing…to do the 
right thing? 
 
Like Eve, temped to eat from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil…so that she could 
discern what’s right and wrong. “Knowledge” isn’t a 
bad thing, is it? Don’t we try and teach our children 
the difference between right and wrong?  But, is it 
what God wanted for Adam and Eve? Then? In that 
way? 
 

After his baptism, Jesus goes into the wilderness and 
fasts for forty days. Then he is tempted by Satan. 
He’s eventually tempted to seek after his own glory 
and power—diabolical stuff. 
 
But, that’s not where Satan starts.  He first tempts 
Jesus to eat some bread, which Jesus can make out 
of a stone.  I mean, why not? Is there anything 
particularly wrong with that? After fasting for forty 
days, he can’t eat a little bread?  He can change 
water-into-wine, but stones-into-rocks is out of 
bounds? 
 
But, the real question is—is that what God had in 
mind for Jesus on that day? Was that God’s plan for 
Jesus right then? Was that how God wanted Jesus to 
be fed?  Obviously not. 
 
You see, temptation isn’t just about the desire to 
stick your hand in the cookie jar. It’s about being led 
towards disobedience. It’s a lack of discernment—or 
the willing deviation from the discerned will of God.  
The Christian life is meant to be a life of seeking 
after God. Listening for God. Listening to God. 
Following God.  And, when following God’s will, 
sometimes we’ll pass up things that are just fine. 
But, things which God didn’t have for us to do this 
day, or in this particular way. 
 
Spiritual maturity looks not just for the things that 
are passable, or explainable. Not just for the things 
that will get you into trouble.  But, spiritual maturity 
looks for the way that God has set before us, and 
then summons the courage to go there—and to ask 
for God’s help along the way. 
 
Yo. 

~  Rick Morley, 
a garden path 
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Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 

 
February 14, 2016  
First Sunday in Lent, Year C 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Deuteronomy 26:1-11 ◦ Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16  
◦ Romans 10:8b-13 ◦ Luke 4:1-13  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=118
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/2312


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
 

In 26:1-11, God commands them to recount out loud their 
collective history in the first person.  What would be the 
effect in your family if from time to time or on special 

holidays, like Christmas or a birthday, you recounted 
aloud your family history and what God has done for you 
and your family?  What do 26:12-13 say about sharing 

what God has enabled us to earn and have?  God says, 
“Obey Me” 29 times in Deuteronomy, but it is more than 
obedience He wants.  He tells us to do so with all of our 

hearts 9 times in Deuteronomy.  How is this different 
from just obedience?   Three times in Deuteronomy God 
says to walk in His ways.  What does it mean to you to 

“Walk in His Ways”? (See Rom. 8:29)  Practically, for 
you, what does it mean?  His Truth Ministries  

 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16  
 

In your mind's eye, what do angels look like? What do 
they spend their time doing?  The psalm divides into two 
stanzas: vv. 1-8 and vv. 9-16. What theme is common to 
the opening couplet of each stanza (vv. 1-2, 9-10)?  Is the 
godly believer protected from calamity and sorrow, or is 
he promised God's presence amidst terrible 
circumstances? Explain your answer from the passage.  

What is the basis for the 
psalmist's assurance that he will 
be safe and secure?  In this 
psalm, what does "my [God's] 
salvation" look like?  What are 
you particularly anxious about 
these days, for which God is 
waiting on you to call his name 
and acknowledge your need?  
How can you make God your 
dwelling place, your refuge, your 
shield in times of trouble?  Quiet 
Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Romans 10:8b-13 
 

What contrast do you think Paul makes in verses 5-7? 
What are the two verbs in verse 9? In what way are these 
verbs paired, two sides of the same coin? How are the 
outcomes of these verbs, in verse 10, also paired? What 
point is Paul making in verse 11? How do you understand 
“shame”? He also used this quote in Romans 9:32-33; how 
does he use it there? In what way does Paul say that Jew 
and Greek are on the same footing, verse 12? In what other 
way does Paul say that both are on the same footing, in 
Romans 3:23? What does Paul mean by “same Lord”?  In 
what way do these words of Paul give you spiritual 
confidence?  Light on the Lessons 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 4:1-13  

 
Imagine yourself as a fly on the wall watching this 
exchange. What most surprises you about the events?  
What do you notice about each of the three temptations? 
What is the underlying tactic Satan is using to tempt Jesus?  
How does Jesus respond each time? What might we learn 
from Jesus’ consistent method for resisting the lies of 
Satan?   What does the temptation reveal to us about Jesus?  
In what ways do you experience temptation to doubt God’s 
goodness and usurp his authority as God? How can you 
practice applying God’s truth in response to some of these 
temptations, like Jesus did in the desert? How does seeing 
Jesus in his Spirit-filled humanity help to see Him as our 
example?  Enoggera Baptist Church 

Praying Lent 
 

The Journey Begins  There are so many lessons for our 
journey in this prayer.   It starts with God's 
inspiration. We are reminded of the breath of life that 
God breathed at the beginning of creation and the 
driving wind of the Holy Spirit's coming at 
Pentecost.  The grace for all we are about to do comes 
from God.  Today we pray to be open to it.  Today we 
also acknowledge that for us to what we need to do these 
six weeks,  we need God's continuing help.  Each day, 
with every prayer, every sacrifice, every act of 
generosity we will need help which can only come from 
God.  And, finally, we need God's guidance to persevere 
to the end.   There will be tough choices, not only 
between good and evil,  but choices about what is the 
greater good.  We may even be called to do something 
quite heroic and self-sacrificing.  A wonderful 
prayer.  Easy to remember, even memorize.  It is possible 
to say it every day.                                 Creighton University 

Journaling Lent:  Lent is a time to be intentional. It is 
more than giving up sweets for 40 days, or trying to be more 
devout. It is really a time to look seriously and intentionally at 
our lives – who we have been, who we are, and who we are 
becoming. Journaling is a way for us to embody this intention, 
because it gives us an environment for delving deeply into the 
bottomless well of our souls. Each week during Lent, take the 
time to use the journal as a spiritual practice for looking into 
the wonder you embody.  
 

Week 1 - Receptivity  
 

We become so habituated to the routines of our lives, that 
we can find ourselves shut off from what is new, what is 
challenging, what takes us to the edge, what causes our 
heart to thump and our breath to shorten. Lent invites us 
to clear the channels – open the gates – unbar the doors 
that keep us safe and stuck in the comfortable patterns 
that are so familiar. Take time this week to consider how 
you are closed off to new experiences and begin to crack 
the walls that hold you enclosed.  
 

Journaling Questions 
 

What patterns are keeping me bound in routines that are 
shutting me off from the wonder and dynamism of life? · 

In my work? · In my family?  · In my community?  · In 
my soul?                                             explorefaith.org 
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