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Fling Wide the Doors, Church! 
 
Advent is for most Christians a time of anticipation, of 
waiting, and of preparation. Christmas is the destination 
after 24 days of waiting and preparation. We look forward 
to singing “Silent Night” by the light of candles. We 
rehearse children to retell the Christmas story dressed as 
sheep and shepherds and bathrobed wise folk. We clean 
our church buildings, hang the greens, and polish the altar 
furnishings. 
 
At home we bake cookies, make candy, decorate the tree, 
light the Advent candles and count down the calendar 
(preferably with chocolates inside!). We ready our hearth 
and home for the arrival of family and friends. We plan 
elaborate celebratory meals. We choose gifts, wrap them 
carefully, and anticipate reactions of delight. 
 
But isn’t Advent really more than that? Sure, we look for 
the incarnation of Christ in humble circumstances, but 
aren’t we supposed to look for Christ every day of the 
year? Sure, Advent leads up to Christmas, a day of high 
festal celebration, but how much of the holy holidays have 
been hijacked into a commercial consumption 
competition? Let me know if you hear more than one (or 
in rare cases more than two) Advent hymns played on 
local radio stations.  
 
Now, I’m not against readying hearth, home, and holy 
space for Christmas, but I am loathe to see it happen at the 
expense of the many gifts has to offer. Life is too short 
and the gospel too important to let an annual season like 
Advent get the short shrift or be transformed into a mere 
prelude to presents. 
 
Take this week’s lessons from Isaiah, Romans, and 
Matthew, for example. From all three one can glean 
important lessons for the discipleship journey–particularly 
the lesson of how to fling wide the doors of our heart, 
home, and church to neighbor and stranger alike. In this 
age of constant change, the church does well to remember 
its mission to welcome the stranger, serve the 
marginalized, and share the good news of Jesus. 
 
The insightful (or incite-full, perhaps) preacher or teacher 
can use the words found in the lesson from Isaiah as a 
model for how to lead and serve in accord with God’s 
will. Peace, fairness, equity, hopefulness, and faithfulness 
are lifted up as marks of leadership for the one who 
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follows the divine way and will. 
 
In Romans, Paul exhorts his readers to welcome others as 
they have been welcomed by Christ. He also urges unity in 
Christ, harmony, and hope. Seems to me there’s more than 
a hint at effective evangelism here — tell the story and 
model the life, folks. 
 
Finally, we are once again treated to John’s strong words: 
Repent, you brood of vipers. Don’t assume. Don’t play act. 
Don’t follow the crowd. Engage in radical life change by 
allowing Jesus to burn away the chaff of your resistance 
and sinful self-absorption. Prepare for Christ’s coming. 
Bear fruit. Be bold, be strong, be fearless. 
 
Oh, yes, there are plenty of lessons for today’s church and 
everyday disciples in this week’s Advent lessons. The 
question that remains is this one: Will we take the time to 
stop, listen, and really hear the words? Can we leave the 
trappings of our culture, our comfortable traditions and 
habits of being church, and our fears at the door? Are we 
able to let the fire of the Holy Spirit ignite us, consume us, 
and send us out burning with faith, joy, and a desire to be 
the kind of change we tend to only dream about? 
 
With God all things are possible; therefore fling wide the 
doors and be ready. The world is about to turn, and you are 
part of the dance. 

~ Sharron R Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2013/12/fling-wide-the-doors-church/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

What is your greatest hope? What are you moving 
toward?  What would a "detoxified" world look and feel 
like?  What powers-that-be exercise control over your 
life?  What is the "stump" that seems to sit squarely in the 
middle of your life?  How is God drawing up from that 
stump a hopeful shoot, new life, new promise, new hope?  
Weekly Seeds 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

How would you define “justice” and “righteousness?”  
Why is it important for the king to receive God’s justice 
& righteousness?  How does the prayer in v. 1 fuel & 
inform the requests found in the verses that follow?  To 
whom do the phrases “your people” & “your poor” refer?  
What causes people in the kingdom to be poor, oppressed, 
needy, or weak, and why does the king need God’s 
characteristics in order to serve them well?  How long is 
the king to be feared, fruitful and reigning over 
righteousness & peace?  What do you learn about the 
importance of caring for these marginalized groups from 
the prayers made for the king?  How does this Psalm 
apply to us in today’s world?  Bible Church of Cabot 

____3rd Reading: Romans 15:4-13 
 

What value has the Old Testament for Christians?  Why is 
it important that we be of one mind – what is the purpose 
of being unified – What does it mean to be of ‘one mind,’ 
how do we glorify God?  In what way are we to receive 
one another?  What will the end result be if we praise God 
in unity?  What can you see in these verses that reveal the 
work of the Triune God? Why would Paul say it is an 
‘obligation’ for a stronger believer to bear with the failings 
of a weaker brother and not just a choice? How can we live 
this out in our lives today?  Time for Truth 

 
____4th Reading: Matthew 3:1-12  

 
What was the relationship between John the Baptist and 
Jesus? Who were the Pharisees and the Sadducees?  
Contrast the lifestyle, clothing, and food of John the 
Baptist and the Pharisees and Sadducees.  Why was John 
the Baptist was so harsh to the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees?  What do we think was the importance of 
baptism to John the Baptist?  Since some baptisms involve 
infants, how is this theology different, how is it the same? 
We believe Baptism to be necessary only once. How do we 
deal with times we know we have “blown it?”  Lesson Plans 
that Work 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord Jesus, 
Master of both the light and the darkness, 
send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for 
Christmas. 
We who have so much to do 
seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. 
We who are anxious over many things 
look forward to your coming among us. 
We who are blessed in so many ways 
long for the complete joy of your kingdom. 
We whose hearts are heavy 
seek the joy of your presence. 
We are your people, 
walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. 
To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!” 
 

~ Fr. Henri J. M. Nouwen, Patheos 

The prophet cries to prepare a way 
for the Promised One, 
and we panic. 
We write shopping lists, 
and head to the store for the treasures 
we must surely present. 
We survey with dread the mess of a heart 
we must clean up for the holy visitor. 
 
But after all the cleansing the house is still 
just our little place. 
The Gift is not to be found in any market. 
We fear our unpreparedness, 
our failure to adequately repent, 
still rushing, still dusting this 
and hiding that. 
 
In the din the Spirit speaks softy. 
We are not asked to clean the house 
for the weekend 
to impress the Unexpected Guest. 
We are asked to prepare a room 
and set a place at the table 
for the rest of our lives 
for the Beloved, 
the child who already dwells within.  

~ Steve Garnaas-Holms, Unfolding Light 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://www.ucc.org/weekly_seeds_growing_together
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://cabotbible.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Psalm-72v01-20GS.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://www.timefortruth.co.uk/content/pages/documents/1458072684.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lessonplansthatwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2013/07/LPTW-Advent-2A-Adult.pdf
https://lessonplansthatwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2013/07/LPTW-Advent-2A-Adult.pdf
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/yimcatholic/2012/12/an-advent-prayer.html
https://www.unfoldinglight.net/reflections?month=11-2016

