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Oh, the Places God Will Take You!  

This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.'"  Matthew 3:3 

Looking at my stash of postcards, I can’t help but 
think of the Dr. Seuss book title, “Oh, the Places 
You’ll Go!” 

I have been a lot of places (within the U.S. anyway): 
Bayfield, WI for their apple orchards and outdoor 
concert venue, winding Lombard Street in San 
Francisco, the mangroves of the Florida Keys, Pike’s 
Peak in Colorado...and the list goes on. 

As I look at the postcards which mark each place I’ve 
been, I also can’t help but think that rather than the 
places I’ll go, the theme for my life has been “Oh, the 
places the Lord will take you!” 

Sometimes these are literal, physical places like the 
ones mentioned above, but more often they are 
intangible places of spiritual growth. 

All Christians seem to love the popular Proverbs 
verses: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
submit to him, and he will make your paths straight,” 
but oftentimes it seems we do not trust in God to lead 
us down the right metaphorical path, while we do 
trust our GPS to get us to that scenic overlook, that 
historical attraction, that famed wonder of nature--all 
physical realities. 

I would wager that many of us have discovered the 
hard way that when you think you know better than 
your GPS and you override it, you usually end up 
lost. 

I don’t think it would be a stretch to claim that we 
often do the same with God as our guide. 

It’s easy to think we know best how to direct our 
own paths and get where we want to go, but the truth 
is, we probably wouldn’t have many spiritual 
“postcards” hanging in the room of our hearts if we 
went our own way. 

God is trustworthy. He is always ready to prove that. 

I bet many, many of us could look back on the life 
we have already lived and point to dozens of times 
when we saw God’s hand orchestrating situations, 
bringing certain people into our lives, opening 
certain doors, closing others, bringing us to a place 
in which we can look back and see his Providence. 

Many of us will also probably admit that those paths 
didn’t look very straight at the time when we were in 
the valley, but after all, it’s the same on a map: a 
road may look straight from a bird’s-eye view, but 
when you walk or drive it, you may find it has many 
bends and curves. 

And yet, we still trust that the road will take us 
where the map or a GPS said it would take us--what 
if we did the same in our relationship with God? 

 ~ Veronica Neffinger, Crosswalk.com  
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The readings this week: 
◦ Isaiah 11:1-10 ◦ Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
◦ Romans 15:4-13 ◦ Matthew 3:1-12  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=290
http://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/crosswalk-devo/oh-the-places-god-will-take-you-crosswalk-the-devotional-august-27-2015.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Is it hard to imagine a world free of fear and violence? 
Why or why not?  The text says that a shoot of new life 
will come from a dead stump – why is this such a hope-
filled image?  What will the Spirit of the Lord give to this 
leader? Why are these important characteristics?  What is 
different about this leader’s methods?  In both last week’s 
passage (Isaiah 2:1-5) and this week’s, Isaiah points to 
hope through a new, godly leader. From your 
understanding of these times in the history of the 
Israelites, why is this such an important part of our hope 
for the future?  Is there any way God is calling you to live 
differently today – some way you can live as if Isaiah’s 
hopeful vision had already come to pass?  Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Psalm 72 is regarded in Jewish tradition as a messianic 
psalm, meaning that it describes the qualities of a 
Messiah. Given only this psalm to work with, how would 

you explain the Messiah to someone else? How closely 
does this description of the Messiah seem to fit with 
Jesus, whom Christians receive as the Messiah? Where 

does it not fit well with the person of Jesus? Christ Church 

Cathedral 
____3rd Reading:  Romans 15:4-13  

When is self-concern appropriate and when does it turn 
into selfishness?  If we follow Christ's example in this and 
other areas of our lives, why will we need endurance, 
encouragement and hope?  In contrast to the discord and 
possible verbal abuse hinted at in Romans 14, what does 
God desire of us?  In verses 9-12 Paul quotes from four 
different Old Testament passages. What words and phrases 
express the dominant mood of these verses?  Why is this 
mood appropriate for all who hope in Jesus?  Keeping in 
mind the context of verses 1-12, how can we become those 
whose lives overflow with joy, peace and hope?  Paul 
concludes this passage with a vivid prayer. Consider these 
words, and try to picture this reality. How do you feel?  
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 
 

____4th Reading:  Matthew 3:1-12  
 

What is your first impression of John the Baptist? What do 
you think it was like to hear him speak in person? How 
does verse 4 describe John the Baptist? At whom was 
verse 8 directed and what does it mean? Could it also apply 
to us today?  Do you think John was just talking about 
trees in verse 10, or was it something deeper?  Why was 
John baptizing people before Jesus’ ministry began?  How 
do you think the Pharisees responded to John’s teaching 
about chaff being burned since he had just called them out 
specifically for being fruitless?  When you look at the way 
the Pharisees claimed to have it all together while actually 
living unrepentant lives, do you see a vague reflection of 
yourself? John the Baptist was called to tell people about 
Jesus’ ministry in His first coming. We are also 
commissioned to tell people about His second coming. 
Who are you going to share your faith with this week?  
Lakeside Church 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Emmanuel, 
Humanity waits in darkness longing for your light. 
In the centre of darkness, rekindle our hope. 
As we wait for peace in the midst of war, be with us. 
As we pray for families to be reunited, be with us. 
As we pray for enemies to be reconciled, be with us. 
As we pray for lands to be restored, be with us. 
As we pray for long-term security, be with us. 
As we pray for kindness and community, be with us. 
Restore and set right our relationships. 
Replace the darkness in our hearts with your light 
and joy. 
Let your word set alight the hope the world needs 
to bring to life your love and justice. Amen. 
 
— in Prayers for Christmas, posted on the Christian 
Aid website.  

Why do you read the Bible? Do you read it to win 

arguments? Maybe. I know I have. But Paul stresses a 
deeper reason. The scriptures were written to 

encourage our hope… 

We recall that Paul started out as an overenthusiastic 
religious bigot. He thought he correctly interpreted the 

scripture. Then the God of Hebrew Scriptures spoke to 
him in the voice of a man he had despised. He realized 
that he had been persecuting God and God’s people—

in the name of God and God’s people! 

Even more amazing, God recruits Paul instead of 

punishing him. He has been unconditionally welcomed, 
and then recruited to share the news of God-in-Christ’s 
welcome, not just with people like him but with people 

he has regarded as unworthy outsiders. Jesus assumed 
a particular identity with the people of Israel and yet 

threw open wide the radical welcome to those outside 
the Jewish faith. After his experience, Paul cannot look 
at scripture in the same way. He now sees every 

passage, every word, as reflective of this new 
community inhabited by God’s spirit in Jesus Christ. 

The community isn’t new any more, but it’s still 

inhabited by God’s spirit in Jesus Christ; you and I are 
being welcomed into it daily. We read and listen to 

scripture, trusting that we’ll find our hope encouraged 
by the same God who already welcomes us. We hope 
that some day we will learn to live in a harmony that 

extends to everyone. “Let all the peoples praise him.” 

~ An excerpt by Charles W. Allen, Upper Room Books 
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