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Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings
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Advent 1, Year B
The readings this week:
◦ Isaiah 64:1-9 ◦ Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
◦ 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 ◦ Mark 13:24-37
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Stewards of Advent Time: Awake
And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake. Mark
13:37

Are you ready? Not for Thanksgiving, not for Black
Friday, Local Saturday, or Cyber Monday shopping, not
for decking the halls, or bowl games and play-offs–no I’m
asking about Advent. You know, that season that kicks off
every liturgical church year by setting a tone of
attentiveness and preparation?
Here’s what I both like and find discomforting about
Advent. I like that the season extends open arms and
invites us to truly be present and alive and aware. I like
that Advent is about readying my life, my heart, and my
home anew for Christ’s presence. I like that Advent
beckons me into renewed and refreshed relationship with
my Lord and Savior. Oh, and I like the color blue, lighting
candles, stubbornly holding off on the Christmas
decorations and carols, and at the top of my voice singing
Advent hymns such as “Light One Candle to Watch for
Messiah” and “Blessed be the God of Israel” and “All
Earth is Hopeful.”
Yet these very same things that I like about Advent I also
find discomforting. It’s so much easier to rush through the
days blithely pretending that there will always be more
time. It’s so much easier to put off today what can just as
well be done tomorrow. It’s so much more realistic to be
overbooked, overstretched, and overextended rather than
awake, aware, and alert to every moment of this life. And
oh how easy it is to buy into the hype and hoopla of the
consumer seasonal mash-up of
ThanksHanuChristgivingKwanssakahmas!
So let’s back up a minute and read both the gospel lesson
(Mark 13:24-37) and the Old Testament (Isaiah 64:1-9).
What do you notice? Well, for one thing there isn’t a
commercial bone or tone in either lesson. There is despair,
suffering, and gloom aplenty, although these elements
give way to a hint of hope, an admonition of expected
behavior, and recognition that God is God and we are not.
Not exactly elf on the shelf material, is it?
We wait, we hope, we sin, we mess up: wash, rinse,
repeat. The key, according to Jesus in today’s gospel
message, is to remain awake. We are to remain fully
awake. We are to be present in our own lives and fully

aware of everything and everyone around us. Much is
expected. Our houses–real and metaphorical–are to be
swept clean and prepared for the master’s return.
We’re told it won’t be long, and yet here we sit a couple of
thousand years later. Jesus is coming again in in great
power and glory. That’s right. He is coming. Not will be
coming. Certainly not may be coming. Jesus is coming
even now. God sightings are all around us if we but look.
We see our Lord in the faces of our neighbors. We sense a
divine spark even in those we call enemies, for all are
made in God’s image. In last week’s final reading from
Matthew we heard that Jesus is seen in the weak,
powerless, poor, imprisoned, hungry, and thirsty. Dear
sisters and brothers, there are plenty of folks around who
fit these descriptions, so we can see Jesus. In fact, we can
look around in our worship space during Advent and see
plenty of evidence that Jesus is coming.
So let us truly be alert and watchful, let us be prayerful and
hopeful. Let us be real with one another and with
ourselves. Let us be fully present in this thing we call life.
It is perfectly fine to expect to see Jesus, to experience
signs of the kingdom breaking in amid the pain and
suffering, between the brokenness and beauty. Don’t
ignore it or overthink it. Just do it. Sing those Advent
carols at the top of your lungs. Light candles as an act of
defiance against the powers of darkness. Resist hastening
Christmas at the expense of this beautiful season. Make
gifts and give experiences rather than trinkets destined for
the shelves of Goodwill or a landfill. Write letters of
appreciation and gratitude instead of simply outlining the
family news for 2014. Give prodigally and unexpectedly.
Look for Jesus everywhere–in traffic, at the laundromat, in
the grocery store checkout line, at work, on the street
corner, next to you in the pew. Breathe deeply knowing
that the Spirit of God fills you with grace, goodness, and
life.
Keep awake. Watch, listen, and expect God to show up. Be
a steward of this season. Amen.
~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
After acknowledging what God could do, how did Isaiah
take responsibility on behalf of Israel for their own
plight? How did Isaiah view the "righteous" deeds of the
people, which they might have used to argue that they
deserved God’s favor? What craftsman’s image did
Isaiah use to express Israel’s dependence on God? What’s
the significance of this visual? What was Isaiah hoping
and waiting for? What are you hoping and waiting for:
for yourself? For your church? For the community in
which you live? For the world? In what ways have you
fallen away from God? How can you live into the reality
of being a child of God? In what ways will Advent be,
for you, a time of return and preparation for that which
God is calling you to do? St. John’s Lutheran Church,
Mustard Seeds, Sermons that Work

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Do you think it is wrong to bargain with God to get God
to do something? Should God’s faithfulness to us impact
our faithfulness to God? Do you think it is wrong or right
to turn to God when we are in trouble? How would you
respond if you were God and people only called out to
you when they were in trouble? How were the people
suffering in this Psalm? What did they believe God had
done to them? Do you believe that God takes God’s
protection away from us? Why or why not? What kind of
bargaining did they do in order to get God’s protection?
Do you think God hears and responds to this type of
prayer? Why is it easier to seek God when we are in
trouble? How can we learn to seek God even when we are
not in trouble? Where do you find God when you are
going through times of trouble? Faith Element

Praying Toward Sunday
Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming,
We wait filled with hope,
Knowing your light will shine in the darkness.
We wait anticipating your peace,
Believing that one day it will fill our world.
We wait embracing your love,
May we reach out to share it with our neighbours.
We wait with joy,
Bubbling us in expectation of your birth.
Lord we wait,
Come soon and fill us with your life.
~ Christine Sine, Godspace

They watch for Christ
who are sensitive, eager, apprehensive in mind,
who are awake, alive, quick-sighted,
zealous in honoring him,
who look for him in all that happens, and
who would not be surprised,
who would not be over-agitated or overwhelmed,
it they found that he was coming at once....
This then is to watch:
to be detached from what is present, and
to live in what is unseen;
to live in the thought of Christ as he came once,
and as he will come again;
to desire his second coming, from our affectionate
and grateful remembrance of his first.
~ John Henry Newman 1801-1890, Parochial and Plain Sermons,
vol. 4 quoted from An Advent Sourcebook, Liturgy Training
Publications, via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

For what traits of the Corinthians did Paul thank God? In
what ways had the Corinthian Christians been "enriched"?
Why? What spiritual gifts did the Corinthians have? Why
did the Corinthians not lack for any spiritual gift? What
were the Corinthians waiting for? How would the
Corinthians be able to live as God called them? What
words of encouragement did Paul include in his opening?
How are Christians able to live as God has called them?
To what has God called all Christians? Is this true for
you? Discipleship Evangelism
____4th Reading: Mark 13:24-37
What does this passage tell us about God? At the end of
the passage, Jesus tells a story about a man and his
servants. What point is Jesus trying to get across with this
story? Read verse 31 again. In your own words, what is
this verse saying? How can we as Christians get ready for
the second coming of Christ? Why does Jesus not seem
concerned with the disciples knowing the specific dates
and times of his return? Do you think knowing the exact
time of Jesus’ return would be a good or bad thing? During
Advent and Christmas, a lot of people get caught up in
buying gifts, hanging decorations, and attending Christmas
parties. How can these activities help us remember the true
meaning of Advent? How can they distract us from it?
Beacon Hill Press

