First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)

December 31, 2017
First Sunday After Christmas Day, Year B
The readings this week:
◦ Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3 ◦ Psalm 148
◦ Galatians 4:4-7 ◦ Luke 2:22-40
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures
Seems like one question screams out to be answered this
week: after all the candlelight and joy and presents and
everything else that went along with our Christmas
celebrations last week, what in the world are we doing
talking about death?
In St. Luke's account, it is now forty days after Jesus'
birth. After eight days, Jesus had been circumcised and
named in accordance with Jewish law. Now, thirty-two
days later, his parents are again performing their duty as
pious Jews by returning to the Temple, this time in order
to offer a sacrifice and to consecrate their child to the
Lord.

They must have been in a solemn mood that day, full of
reverence and expectancy, the way many young parents in
our congregations when their first child is to be baptized.
It's not hard to imagine, therefore, the quiet procession
they must have made to the great Temple, their awe at
entering its holy courts, their nervousness as they prepared
to sacrifice according to the law.
Nor is it difficult to imagine their reaction as an old man
comes forward out of the shadows to scoop up their child
into his arms and prophesy about him. Startled at first,
perhaps, even a bit frightened by the old man's ecstatic
face, Mary and Joseph yield to him because they sense the
Lord's Spirit upon him. Hearing Simeon's prophecy, they
are reminded of the events of the previous weeks and
months when angels and shepherds had intruded into their
lives to foretell the greatness of their Son.

How puzzled they must have been, though, at what we
now call Simeon's "song": Lord now let your servant go in
peace." The words, I'm fairly sure, are familiar to many of
our people. And yet each time I hear these words, I -- as I
imagine Mary and Joseph did -- grow strangely
uncomfortable. Listen to them again. "Lord, now you let
your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled. My
own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared
in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to the
nations and the glory of your people Israel." Beautiful
words, to be sure, but also troubling.
And so I wonder, why does Luke record this strange scene
and song. Why would he move from the beauty and light
and joy of the nativity straight to Simeon's morbid request
for death? And why must we focus on that request, and
therefore on death, just a week after our own celebrations
of Christmas.

But there it is, you see. Death doesn't take a holiday, does
it? And my word, but this is never more apparent than
during the holidays, a time when our hopes are regularly
joined to our fears, our expectations so often tinged by our
regrets, and our reunions sometimes overshadowed by
unspoken disappointments or hurts. Well, Simeon is no
different. He's an old man, and has been around the block
more than a few times, and so we can imagine that he has
tasted love and loss, joy and despair, hope and fear, just
like you and me. And so he sings of death simply because
he can't help it; because he, like us, lives with it every day.
"Lord," Simeon, sings, "now you can let your servant go in
peace; for your word has been fulfilled." Simeon
perceives, you see, that in the Christ-child God has kept
God's promises; that in this babe, set for the rising and fall
of many, God has acted once and for all to address the
question and specter of death with the promise of life.
Simon accepts death courageously and confidently in the
light of God's promised salvation. And he does so, again,
only upon seeing and holding God's promise in his hands,
only after touching and feeling the promise of life which
God granted to him through Christ... and which God grants
also to us.
And so we continue singing Simeon's song, all these many
years after the events St. Luke records, simply because it
tells of God's great love for us, a love that even death
cannot destroy. For, like Simeon, we also need to hear and
see and touch and feel God's promise, the promise that
God will be with us and for us forever, the promise
announced in the birth of that innocent babe.
For this reason, what I wish for you and your people on
this day and in the days to come isn't simply a "merry"
Christmas, but also a "blessed" one; a Christmas, that is, so
infused by God's promise of presence and peace that you
can leave worship to go out into the world with
confidence, neither denying the harsh realities of this life
nor being deterred by them, but rather facing whatever
comes your way in the coming week and year with
courage. For you are God's beloved child, and it was for
your sake that Christ was born!
And suddenly, this side of Christmas, Simeon's odd and
courageous carol is also now our own: "Lord, now you let
your servant go in peace; your word has been
fulfilled"...for Christ the savior is born! Blessed Christmas.
~ An excerpt from The Oddest Christmas Carol, David Lose,
Dear Working Preacher

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3
Why might this hear this story be included in this week’s
lectionary? How do you think David felt when God made
this covenant (promise) with him? How would you feel?
What are some promises that you make to people? What
are some promises that people make to you? Is it easy or
hard to keep promises we make? Why? Why do you
think God’s promise to David’s family was so
significant? What are some of the promises that God
fulfills to us today? What are some of God’s promises
that are fulfilled at Christmas? How do we prepare
ourselves for the fulfillment of these promises? Lesson
Plans that Work

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 148
Psalm 148 describes “all creation” praising the Lord.
From verse 1 and verse 7 what areas of God’s creation do
these point to? Living in faith, trusting in the promises of
God, when we read the Psalter (the Book of Psalms)
where does our lamenting direct us? What does this faith
mean in our lives? What is the difference between how
God treats his creation and how those of the world treat
others who live in God’s creation? How does this psalm
impact our lives? How does it impact our worship life?

Be a Light
Behold then, the candle alight in Simeon's hands.
You must light your own candles by enkindling
them at his, those lamps which the Lord commanded
you to bear in your hands. So come to him and be
enlightened that you do not so much bear lamps as
become them, shining within yourself and radiating
light to your neighbors. May there be a lamp in your
heart, in your hand and in your mouth: let the lamp
in your heart shine for yourself, the lamp in your
hand and mouth shine for your neighbors. The lamp
in your heart is a reverence for God inspired by
faith; the lamp in your hand is the example of a
good life; and the lamp in your mouth are the words
of consolation you speak.
~ Guerric of Igny c.1070-1157, via Suzanne Guthrie, At the
Edge of Enclosure

Enclosure

____3rd Reading: Galatians 4:4-7

Praying Toward Sunday
God! O glory unapproachable! O light
inaccessible! How far you could be from us! Yet
by your choosing, how close you are, how
intimate!
By your Christ your grace is see-able and
touchable! We see him smile, we hear him cry.
You say to us: “This is my dearly beloved Son,
listen to him. Do not be anxious.”
O God our wonderful God, we love, worship and
adore you! Through this same Christ
Jesus, your Son and our Saviour.
Amen!

~ Bruce Prewer

What was your relationship with your parents (i.e., distant,
close, antagonistic, loving, formal, personal, taxing,
healing)? How does your relationship with your parents
influence your view of God as Father, and you as a son or
daughter? What does it mean that God has adopted you?
How does the Holy Spirit confirm this fact in your life?
Adoption is something you experience as well as
understand. How are both of those truths important to you
in your Christian journey? What practical difference
should this biblical truth make in your life? How can you
meditate on the Son’s work more, and ask the Spirit to
work on your affections more? What does it mean to you
to call God your Father or your Daddy (Abba)? Are there
ways that you act like a slave who is afraid of God instead
of a child who is assured of the Father’s love? What
implications does this thought process have for you as a
Christian now that you’re no longer a slave but a son?
Gospel Grace Church

____4th Reading: Luke 2:22-40
What catches your attention, raises questions, stirs your
imagination as you read this passage? Why do you think
the angel had to say, so very quickly, "Do Not Be Afraid"?
Would you have been afraid if we were in Mary’s shoes?
What do you imagine Mary's feelings to be when she heard
the entire message? How do you understand this story?
What implications does it have for you this Advent? Why
do you think God chose a teenage peasant girl to be the
Mother of Jesus? Lesson Plans that Work

