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The readings this week:
◦ 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 ◦ Psalm 148
◦ Colossians 3:12-17 ◦ Luke 2:41-52
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures
When my "baby" brother Robert was five years old, he had
blonde curls and big blue eyes and was just about the most
adorable little boy imaginable. (I have his permission to
share this personal, but positive, description of him!)
He was assigned a part in the Christmas Eve pageant by its
director, Mrs. Betty Hefflebauer. He had his heart set on
being a wise man because of the cool costumes. But she did
not cast him as a wise man. Nor did she cast him as Joseph,
the inn keeper, or a shepherd. To her mind, none of these
parts seemed quite right for him.
Instead she gave him what my mother tried to convince him
was the most important part of all—the narrator. He only had
one line, and it was straight out of Scripture (Luke 2:40).
After all the actors in the pageant had processed down the
double aisles to the front and had taken their places in the
Nativity Scene at the front, little Robert was to come out,
walk to the center, pause to heighten the moment, gesture
dramatically toward the baby, and say, loudly and clearly,
"And the child grew and became strong!" He had the last
word of the whole play. That was what my mother kept
telling him.
My mother took him to Sears and bought him a Christmas
suit: little black pants, a red velvet blazer, a white shirt, and a
clip-on bow tie for his acting debut. We all helped him
practice around the house, prompting him with the first part
of his line, "And the child grew..." to which he would chime
in "and became strong!" Other times, he would start things
off by saying, out of the blue, "And the child grew," to which
the whole family would respond in chorus, "and became
strong!" Add to that the weekly practices during Sunday
school and, by the time Christmas Eve arrived, our little
thespian was set to do the family proud.
We're still not sure what happened that night. Maybe it was
because he had never practiced making his entrance and
saying his line in a darkened sanctuary. During Sunday
school there was always light streaming through the Garden
of Gethsemane window at the back. Maybe it was because he
had never practiced making his entrance and saying his line
with the place packed with people.

Whatever the reason, when the Holy Family and their
entourage were in place and his moment came, Robert
walked out, his red velvet jacket glowing in the candlelight,
and stood in front of the congregation. He was a baby deer
with blonde curls and big blue eyes caught in the headlights.
He opened his mouth, and nothing came out. His eyes began
to glimmer, and his little lip trembled. He looked toward the
baby and gestured, but couldn't get the words out. Mrs.
Hefflebauer, from her position as prompter crouched behind

the lectern, whispered to him, "Pssst, Robert...And the child
grew and became strong."
Still nothing. Again she whispered, this time a little louder,
"And the child grew and became strong."
Suddenly, a look of relief washed over his cherubic
countenance. He leaned forward in a conspiratorial manner
and whispered to the congregation in an audible and even
dramatic stage whisper, "And the child grew and became
strong!"
Practicing Our Lines for Epiphany
Epiphany begins next week, January 6. It takes its name from
the Greek word epiphaneia, which signifies a
"manifestation," "striking appearance," or "theophany."
Epiphany, as a Christian feast day, celebrates the revelation
of God the Son as a human being in Jesus Christ. Both
Western and Eastern Christian traditions celebrate the visit of
the Magi and Jesus' baptism by John...
In the Church Calendar, this Sunday, December 30, is listed
simply as "First Sunday after Christmas Day." That seems
like too bland a banner to me. I'd rather call it "Preparation
for Epiphany Sunday," because we need some time to learn
what our role is supposed to be and to practice our lines.
During Epiphany our role is to celebrate the manifestation of
the identity of Jesus as Son of God to the whole world. Our
role is to allow the presence of Jesus to have an ever stronger
influence on our lives. Our role is to allow Jesus to be who he
was sent to be.
That to me is one lesson his parents learn in the vignette
recounted in Luke 2:41-52. They find out that the boy Jesus,
in growing and becoming strong, is not under their control
and will not always be found at their side. When they finally
track him down in the Temple, his mother's question is
focused on the anxiety and perhaps inconvenience he has
caused his family: "Child, why have you treated us like this?"
But Epiphany is not about our peace of mind and
convenience. It's about assuming our role of allowing Jesus to
grow and become strong in our lives and in this world.
My brother's lines were the last words of the Christmas play
and the first words of the season of Epiphany: "And the child
grew and became strong."
Keep your eye on that child this Epiphany and see how he
grows and where he goes. Keep your eye on that child this
Epiphany, and see where he takes you and how he shapes
you.
~ An excerpt from And the Child Grew and Became Strong:
Reflections on Luke 2:39-52, Alyce McKenzie, Patheos

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Read 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 and Luke 2:41-52. Think
about similarities and parallels between the two passages.
What are some of the differences between the two
readings? The priesthood of Eli and his sons at Shiloh is
corrupt. By contrast, Hannah gives back to God the very
thing she has prayed for so fervently- her son, Samuel.
Through Samuel, God is preparing a good future in the
midst of a corrupt present. Do you ever desire to entrust
everything to God, as Hannah does? What have been the
barriers to doing so? Think about our present situations,
both personal and in the wider society, that are corrupt or
that are less than they should be -- what signs can you see,
of God preparing a better future? Yucaipa Methodist
Church

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 148
How does this psalm constitute a crescendo of praise?
What sort of method is used to bring us all to praise?
How are the three sections ordered in this psalm? Who
are we addressing in each section? What is the highest
creation of God? How does this psalm present ageintegrated, cross-generational worship? What does God
do for His people in the last verse? How do we express
exaltation? What are the truths that encourage a spirit of
exaltation in our praise? What other created things would
you call to the worship of God? Can you think of some
amazing elements of the creation of God that you have
learned about recently? Generations

Resolution
Holy One, as a new year approaches I seek to become
not a new person but more myself, more aware of
what is infinitely good in me, more attentive to you in
me, who you become in me to be.
I am grateful for your presence, in awe of your glory,
open to your grace in me.
Unfold your light in me and I will become you.
Unbind your compassion in me and I will shine with
you. Be in me; I will be in you.
______________________________ Weather Report
Light today and tomorrow, emanating from within.
Visibility will be mixed as some hide the light and
others glow. An atmosphere of glory will prevail as
God moves through us all.
~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes. Unfolding Light

____3rd Reading: Colossians 3:12-17
What’s your favorite item of clothing? Why? What virtues
does God seek to plant in us? Why did Paul call on the
believers to be peaceful and thankful? What is one
principle that ought to guide everything we do? How
should wearing "Christ’s clothing" affect the way you live
your daily life? How should life in Christ affect the way
you treat others? How do we let Christ’s peace rule in our
hearts? Why is a thankful spirit an important part of holy
living? How can you be more thankful and loving to those
who are close to you this week? How could you allow the
word of God to fill your life this week? Coffee House Five
____4th Reading: Luke 2:41-52

Praying Toward Sunday
Lord, your greatness is so considerable
I’d need a cosmic chorus to proclaim it.
If I invited every vocalist in heaven–
sun, Mercury, moon, Big Dipper, and all the angels;
and I summoned every singer on earth–
Humpback whales, the Rockies, apple trees, mice,
eagles, kings, presidents, boys and girls, men and
women;
my glee club would still be powerless
to truly proclaim the praise you deserve.
~ Chris Altrock, TrueNorth

What do we learn about Jesus and his family, from the fact
that they made this pilgrimage every year? What does this
contribute to our understanding of Jesus’ later life and
ministry? Take a few moments to reflect on the emotions
that Jesus’ parents endured in those days. How do you
think they felt to see that Jesus was apparently
unconcerned about their worries? Why is it hard to think
of Jesus growing, learning and causing heartache? What
does this story show us about things that would happen
later, and who Jesus would become? In what ways does
Luke say that Jesus grew? If Jesus – the perfect Son of
God – had to grow and learn in these ways, what does it
say about you and me? Much later, the events in this story
probably made more sense to Mary (and possibly to
Jesus!). Can you think of times in your faith journey that
something happened that only made sense much later? In
hindsight, how do you see God forming you – through
those events – into the person you are now? Faith Element

