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Unlikely Dance Partners: Lament and Hope 

Just a few days after singing “Silent Night” by candlelight, 
we come to Matthew’s account of terror, mayhem, and 
furtive flight. Talk about a real downer of a lesson on 
which to teach and preach! God comes into our world in 
an upside-down, inside-out way, and then all hell breaks 
loose. Where’s the comfort and joy, please? 
 
Perhaps a place to begin is acknowledging the brokenness 
of our world and the stain of human sin that pervades the 
landscapes of our lives. Real life involves real pain and 
suffering. No one is spared forever, and too many 
experience more than their fair share of disappointments 
and hurts. Evil is real, and every age has a Herod or two. 
Life is not fair, and seeking the common good seems more 
uncommon than ever. 
 

The situation that 
continues to face 
Syrian refugees 
hearkens back to 
Matthew’s gospel. In 
2013, one Syrian 
baby was born in 
refugee camps and 
settlements every 
hour, according to 

Unicef. The weather is bitterly cold, and violence, 
destruction, and displacement continue—particularly in 
places like Aleppo. Aid groups and non-profits continue to 
raise money for vaccines, clothing, and food. Some 2.8 
million Syrian children are now categorized as refugees. 
Rachel wept for the children of Israel. Are we weeping 
now for these innocents? In a sense, we are all refugees—
aliens in a foreign land, a place that is not our ultimate 
home. Citizens of the reign of God, we dwell in tension 
between discipleship and culture, between faith and 
fantasy, and between the temporal and eternal. Our lives 
on this earth are temporary; the moment we are born we 
begin dying. And no, it’s not particularly gratifying to 
ponder this reality on the heels of one of the most blessed 
nights of the year, a night when even the most marginally 
faithful among us desire peace on earth and good will 
toward all. 
 
This is, however, reality. Jesus escaped the death Herod 
sought for him, but the powers of Empire and the religious 
leaders of his day would continue to seek his undoing and 
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demise throughout his short life. He didn’t settle down in 
Nazareth with a wife, 2.5 kids, and a 2400-square-foot 
house. Our Lord was constantly on the move with no real 
place to call home or to lay his head. Yet this carpenter and 
radical rabbi was God incarnate—the Savior of the world 
walking around with skin and bones, modeling a way of 
living and being for us, and ushering in the ultimate reign 
of eternal peace and grace-full salvation. 
 
What we have is, in effect, an unlikely dance between 
lament and hope. With the reality of suffering, pain, evil, 
and brokenness with us on the one hand, we always have 
the hope of Christ on the other hand. These two realities 
are the most mismatched of dance partners, but dance they 
do nonetheless in these in-between-times. It is a delicate 
balance held in precarious tension, and we dare not forget 
or neglect either partner. Yet this dance keeps our feet and 
hands moving in service, our hearts beating with 
compassion and empathy, and our deepest desires full of 
hope. Life’s choreography incorporates awareness of both 
pain and possibility. 
 
So on this Sunday, yes, mourn the lack of stability and 
control you have over this thing we call life. Lament the 
injustices. Cry for the children. Weep for the erosion of 
God’s good creation. Acknowledge your status of resident 
alien and sojourner in a world that seeks to destroy and 
defeat you. And then…when you feel you are desolate and 
when all hope seems beyond your grasp, hold out your 
hands for the bread and wine of Christ’s holy supper. Hang 
on every word from the Word made flesh and listen for 
that still small voice of God calling your name and bidding 
you home, for out of Egypt God has called the Son, and 
this Son is your hope and your salvation. 
 
Yes, the Christmas story continues, and we the rag-tag, the 
downtrodden, and the marginalized are part of the plot 

line. Thanks be to God! Shall we dance? 

~ Sharron  Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2016/12/unlikely-dance-partners-lament-and-hope/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

What do we learn from the way that Isaiah begins his long 
and passionate prayer? Isaiah recalls how God brought his 
people out of slavery in Egypt. How do these verses 
describe the warmth of God's relationship with his 
people? Quiet Time Bible Study, Intervarsity Press  

 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 148 

How does this psalm constitute a crescendo of praise? 
What sort of method is used to bring us all to praise?   
How are the three sections ordered in this psalm? Who 
are we addressing in each section?  What is the highest 
creation of God?  How does this psalm present age-
integrated, cross-generational worship?  What does God 
do for His people in the last verse?  How do we express 
exaltation? What are the truths that encourage a spirit of 
exaltation in our praise? What other created things would 
you call to the worship of God? Can you think of some 
amazing elements of the creation of God that you have 
learned about recently?  Generations 

____3rd Reading:  Hebrews 2:10-18  
 

Have you ever gotten a perfect score on something that 
you had to put a lot of effort into? What was that process 
like and what kind of feelings did you have as you put out 
the effort?  How can Jesus, as God himself, be made 
perfect?  How was Jesus tested through suffering as a 
man?  For what purpose did this serve?  In verse 10, 
“founder of our salvation” has also been translated as 
“trailblazer”.  In what ways do you see Jesus as the 
trailblazer for our salvation? Do you find yourself ever 
growing weary and losing heart as you interact with the 
culture?  How might it help to fix our eyes on Jesus as the 
trailblazer? What is the bond between Christians and 
Christ Jesus?  Can it ever be broken? Why? Do you ever 
feel like God cannot relate to our angst and suffering as 
human beings?  Are you most inclined to approach God in 
shame or trust?  How does this passage relay good news 
about Jesus to address those feelings?  The Bridge 

 
 

____4th Reading:  Matthew 2:13-23 
 

Why do you think the church tells this tragic story right in 
the midst of Christmas joy?  What have been the "Egypts," 
the places of refuge and safety, in your life?  What is the 
"Nazareth" of your life, the unexpected home?  When have 
you had to change plans, to re-route your itinerary, to make 
a new life in a new place?   In what ways is God calling 
you to new places in your life of faith?  Weekly Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God is telling a story in our lives. 
It’s quite a story- 
full of the promises God makes 
and our struggles to trust; 
full of mystery and angels 
with surprising news; 
full of hard endings 
and unexpected new beginnings. 
 
Come, hear the story 
pay attention to the angels’ message 
in your heart 
in this place and time. 
 
Then join all creation 
in worshipping the God 
who tells it 
full of grace and truth; 
who comes in Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, 
and makes our story holy. 

~ Christine Jerrett 

The very story of Christmas is dark. Mary and Joseph 

together, fraught in a situation full of tension, are 
forced to participate in a census carried on by 
oppressive occupiers known for cruelty, corruption, 

and bullying. The town is so crowded, there's no 
comfortable place for the pregnant girl about to deliver 
her child, so the couple settle for an animal's hut or 

cave, neither clean nor pretty. Meanwhile, the local 
king, a paranoid maniac, orders the massacre of all the 
male children under the age of two in a savage act of 

terror. The mother and father escape, carrying with 
their child the guilt of survival. 
 

While the slaughter of the innocents may not be 
historically accurate, this story makes the nativity truer 

than the happily-ever-after fairy-tale quality that a 
purely happy Christmas offers. Jesus enters a real 
world, like ours, where children are poor, 

malnourished, enslaved, and poisoned by greed's 
numbing exploitations. Taking the Nativity story out 
of the grim contexts in order to make it pretty, defeats 

the purpose of the Incarnation.  

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://www.generations.org/devotionals/234
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://www.thebridgealton.com/stay-current/2018/1/22/community-group-questions-hebrews-210-18
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit_weekly-seeds_orientation-disorientation
https://christinejerrett.wordpress.com/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/christmas1a.html

