
not overindulged? Who takes responsible exercise? We don't 
think of our bodies as a religious issue, but they are. Coping 
with our bodies, in health and in sickness, is part of our 
Christian vocation for the Word became flesh. 
  
And he increased in divine favour, he grew spiritually.  He 
knew as a reality God as his father and he gives us his Spirit 
that we may know that same relationship. Here we religious 
people are at home; we know our need to grow spiritually, 
growth which must never stop this side of the grave. But 
there is a sting in the tail, spiritual growth counts for little, 
indeed can hardly be said to take place, unless it includes 
growth in other areas.  The words of Jesus are quite clear. 
Leave your gift make up with your adversary first. Not 
everyone who calls me Lord Lord ... 
  
He increased in human favour. He grew socially. Perhaps the 
hardest of all to come to terms with. Privatised, 
individualised religion is the scourge of the gospel. I made 
my communion.  I do not. You won't find the singular 
anywhere in the Eucharistic prayer -  we lift up our hearts, 
we give thanks and praise, we celebrate, we worship. It is the 
people of God, not the individuals of God. We are called to a 
sociability that spills over into the world, into our 
community, that sees itself as alive and alert to the needs of 
all humankind. 
  
Jesus increased in wisdom and in years and in divine 
and human favour. Let us grow up to be like him, mentally 
and physically spiritually, and socially. I believe in the 
incarnation because it gives me that hope.  A one theologian 
put it: God is, he is as he is in Jesus, therefore there is hope 
of, and hope in, being human. 
                                                            ~ Preacher Rhetorica 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Growing Up in Faith 

A young woman is with child, and she will bear a son ... 
 
What could be more commonplace than the birth of a 
child to young woman? It is happening hundreds of times 
over as I speak. Jesus is unique not because he is abnormal, 
some weird being the like of which is lmost 
beyond belief, ‘veiled in the flesh the Godhead see’ as the 
carol puts it, which almost amounts to heresy in my mind. 
 
No, Jesus is unique because he alone is the truly normal 
person. He is the only one so far to perfectly wear the 
human form divine.  Remember he is called the first 
fruits, the forerunner of the race, his is our calling. The 
light that comes to focus in Jesus is the light that enlightens 
every person, that potential that is so sadly and so 
desperately unfulfilled in poor humanity. What I'm really 
talking about is growing up, growing into Jesus because of 
what he can make of us, not what we can make of 
ourselves. Dr. Luke had something to say about 
the growing up of Jesus that provides us with our pattern to 
follow. He wrote Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, 
and in divine and human favour (Luke 2.52).   
 
These are the four our areas of growth that need to 
be cultivated for our wholeness, our healthiness, for our 
holiness in his kind.  Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
years, and in divine and human favour . 
  
He increased in wisdom. In mental alertness, 
in inquisitiveness, awareness. This is nothing to do with 
academic ability, nothing to do with being an egghead. It is 
about frankness, integrity, and the refusal to be palmed off 
with second rate answers, the refusal to be content with 
the way things are. Pressing forward, alert to God 
promptings in the world; facing the challenges and issues of 
our day. Using our mental capacities to the full in the 
issues, needs and questions of our communities 
and neighbours. 
  
He increased in years, in stature, in other words he 
grew physically. Surely there is not much to be said of this 
most obvious part of growing up? But what of a world 
where the rich source of life itself is wasted like so much 
junk? How many children in these minutes will needlessly 
die in our world? Herod had the innocents slaughtered and 
it continues. And which of us in this building is not guilty 
of abusing the gift of this mortal body? Not one! Who has 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
 

With what was the child Samuel girded as he ministered 
before the Lord? Who gave Samuel a little coat yearly 
when they came to offer sacrifice at Shiloh? Who blessed 
Elkanah and Hannah saying, “The Lord give thee seed of 
this woman for the loan which is lent to the Lord.”? As 
the child Samuel grew up he was in favor with both the 
people and who else? What is the role of ministry from 
children in your life? In the life of our church? Do our 
children ever really “belong to us”? How hard is it to let 
our loved ones go? My Christian Computer Ministry, Faith 
Lutheran Marysville 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 148 
 

In ancient days, people identified three “heavens.” The 
first heaven is the sky we experience— birds, clouds, 
wind, and rain. The second heaven very few have 
personally experienced— space and moon, planets and 
stars. The third heaven is the very dwelling place of God. 
In your experience, what elements in each of the three 
heavens especially display the majesty of their Creator? 
What can you draw from the truth that even creation itself 
worships God? What elements of God’s majesty do you 
see displayed in the earthly part of creation? How does 
observing these elements help us in witnessing to others 
about God’s greatness and love? What is the connection 
between our worship and our witness? How can 
observing the universe’s praise encourage us to praise 
God? LifeWay Christian Resources 

____3rd Reading: Colossians 3:12-17  
 

What virtues does God seek to plant in us? Why did Paul 
call on the believers to be peaceful and thankful? What is 
one principle that ought to guide everything we do? How 
should wearing "Christ’s clothing" affect the way you live 
your daily life? How should life in Christ affect the way 
you treat others? How do we let Christ’s peace rule in our 
hearts? Why is a thankful spirit an important part of holy 
living? How can you be more thankful and loving to those 
who are close to you this week? How could you allow the 
word of God to fill your life this week? Coffee House Five 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 2:41-52  

 
What do you imagine Jesus was like as a child? What 
motivated Jesus to stay behind in Jerusalem? If you 
were Mary & Joseph, how would you be feeling when 
you discovered he was missing? What is significant 
about Jesus asking the religious teachers questions? Do 
you think Mary’s reaction to finding Jesus is 
understandable? Why or why not? What do you think 
Jesus was getting at in his response to Mary in verse 
49? What do these verses show us about Jesus’ 
humanity? What does Luke specifically mention that 
shows the humanness of Jesus? Does it surprise you 
that Jesus grew in his faith, that he automatically didn’t 
just know everything? Why or why not? Jesus pursued 
opportunities to grow in his faith. What are some ways 
we can grow in our faith today? Huron Hills Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
God our holy Friend, with wonder and joy we come 
before you. We come from the aftermath of 
Christmas celebrations, contented though weary, 
relaxed and thankful. Please do not allow the glory of 
Bethlehem to slowly fade from our focus, but let it 
illuminate all our worship, home life, and service in 
the wider world. In the name of your holy Son. 
Amen! 
 

~ Bruce Prewer 

In the context of this passage, the incarnation teaches 
that God can be found even in difficult familial 
circumstances.  It teaches that God’s wisdom is 
available to the young as well as to the old, which 
means that we must make room for God to surprise us 
with unexpected revelations given by unusual 
messengers.  It teaches us that though God’s wisdom 
and holiness remind us of our limitations, it is 
precisely within these limitations that wisdom is often 
revealed.  The incarnation represents the moment in 
which this wisdom enters the human sphere in all its 
contradictions, so that nothing is left without 
transformation and transfiguration. … 

That the incarnation took this shape in the life of the 
holy family gives hope for families of all kinds and 
conditions on this day.  The model of living that the 
holy family offers is not, as is sometimes depicted in 
romantic paintings and portraits, is that of a family 
perfectly ordered and without division or 
differences.  Rather, it is of a family that lives into 
messy moments with the confidence that God in 
Christ Jesus has entered and redeems them from 
within. 

-William J. Danaher Jr. Feasting on the Word: Preaching 
the Revised Common Lectionary  Year C Volume 1 p.168 
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