First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)

Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings

December 20,
25, 2015
2016
December
Christmas
Day,
Year
A
Fourth Sunday of
Advent
The readings
readings this
The
thisweek:
week:
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm1:47-55
98
◦◦ Micah
5:2-5a ◦◦ Luke
Hebrews 1:1-4,
(5-12)
◦ John
1:1-14(46-55)
◦◦ Hebrews
10:5-10
◦ Luke
1:39-45,
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

How the Light Comes
I love how John tells it. His version of the Christmas
story is absent of anything we can put into a manger
scene—no baby Jesus, no Mary who dared to say yes to
an archangel, no Joseph who risked believing in his
dreams and allied himself with Mary and her child. No
shepherds. No angels. No far-traveling, gift-bearing
Magi wafting in on the fragrances of frankincense and
myrrh.
John pares away the Christmas story to its essence: The
Word. Light. Life. Dwelling among us. In the flesh.
Glory and grace and truth.
In his telling, John the Evangelist invokes John the
Baptist, Jesus’ way-making cousin who haunts the
season of Advent. Himself a pared-down figure—the
wilderness having worn away anything that would have
hindered him from his call—John the Baptist is utterly
at home in John the Evangelist’s telling of the story that
enchants with its poetic simplicity and beauty. The
Baptist knows about the basics, knows about getting to
the heart of things, knows what it means to divest
ourselves of anything that hinders us from preparing a
way for the Word and proclaiming its presence in our
midst.
And so for this day, in the Spirit of John the Evangelist
and John the Baptist, a simple blessing and a prayer:
that we may tell the story, that we may testify to the
light, that the Word may take flesh in us this day and in
all the days to come.
How the Light Comes:
A Blessing for Christmas Day
I cannot tell you
how the light comes.
What I know
is that it is more ancient
than imagining.
That it travels
across an astounding expanse
to reach us.

That it loves
searching out
what is hidden
what is lost
what is forgotten
or in peril
or in pain.
That it has a fondness
for the body
for finding its way
toward flesh
for tracing the edges
of form
for shining forth
through the eye,
the hand,
the heart.
I cannot tell you
how the light comes,
but that it does.
That it will.
That it works its way
into the deepest dark
that enfolds you,
though it may seem
long ages in coming
or arrive in a shape
you did not foresee.
And so
may we this day
turn ourselves toward it.
May we lift our faces
to let it find us.
May we bend our bodies
to follow the arc it makes.
May we open
and open more
and open still
to the blessed light
that comes.
Jan Richardson, The Advent Door

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10
What do these names of Christ mean to you? Would you
expect to see someone named God-Hero to be born in a
stable? Are there beings born in stable-like places today?
“They shall be called a holy people, the redeemed of the
Lord, and you shall be called ‘Frequented,’ a city that is
not forsaken.” Why are they called holy? What does it
mean to be “the redeemed of the Lord”? Why is this a
time of universal goodwill? Is this grace offered to all
people? What does this mean to you in your daily life?
The Sunday Website, St. Lewis University

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 98
Where do you find joy? What are the “marvelous things”
that the writer would have been referring to which have
worked salvation/victory for the Lord? Why does the
Lord do these marvelous things according to this passage
vv2-3? In what ways might we rob the Lord of the credit
he deserves for the salvation/victory that he has achieved?
In what situations might a person “shout for joy”? When
was the last time you felt like this? How would you
explain to a non-Christian the reasons that we sing in
church? Are these reasons reflected in our practice as a
church, and your attitude as an individual in church? Do
you yearn for the outcomes mentioned in v9 with the
same joy and anticipation? How should this be reflected
in our prayer lives? What might stop us from sharing this
joy? Anglican Church, Springwood

In the beginning a silent soundscape,
a procession of absolute stillness,
unfolding spheres of mystery
from veiled unknowable
to startling specific,
the Word descends
embeds,
gestates,
unfurls as
grace upon grace,
deep rooted love within love.
And so, heaven and earth unite
in the Word made flesh dwelling
among us. Not then, not now,
not once. But evermore.
~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

Adoration of the Child
Gerrit van Honthorst, 1620

____3rd Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)

Praying Toward Sunday

Verse 3 uses the word “radiance” or “brightness” to
describe Jesus. What do you think those words mean?
What is one thing these verses say about Jesus? List 3
different people and the main ways you communicate with
them. Why do you use different methods with different
people? What does it say about God that He chooses
different ways to speak to different people? What does
being an heir mean? Why is this significant? What event
do you think the writer is referring to in reference to Jesus
dealing with our sins? Why would the writer record that
Jesus sat down at the right hand of the Majesty? What
makes the name of Jesus higher than all other names?
Grace Community Church

Christmas Prayer
Lord God, Father of Jesus Christ,
be present, we pray, at our Christmas celebrations
which honour the birth of your Son,
and make them fine and full;
make our greetings sincere and our giving real;
make our eating and drinking a delight without
becoming an excess;
enliven our relationships, both within our families
and beyond them
with the spirit of the Christ Child. Amen.
~ Worplesdon Parish

____4th Reading: John 1:1-14
Think about your worst and best neighbors, what makes
them so. What would your reaction be if you knew Jesus
was moving in next door? Why is Jesus called “the Word”
in John 1? If a neighbor came to you and asked what John
meant that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,”
how would you explain this abstract concept to them and
make it concrete in the person of Jesus Christ? Why are
grace and truth not in conflict with one another? Why is
Jesus the best neighbor you could have? What are you
going to do to be a good neighbor like Jesus? Temple
Baptist Church, Ontario

