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The readings this week:
◦ Jeremiah 33:14-16 ◦ Psalm 25:1-10
◦ 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 ◦ Luke 21:25-36
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Entering the Portal
You ascend the steps of a great cathedral. But when you
find yourself at the threshold and crane your neck upward,
you might change your mind about going in. On the
tympanum over the portal you see Christ enthroned with
the blessed on his right and the damned tumbling into hell
on his left.
What does this unwelcoming scene mean to tell you? I
think the church is saying this: Know that you enter a lifechanging realm. Sacred space will challenge and change
you. And, saying “yes” to the mystery within is a matter of
life and death.
Likewise, the threshold of The Liturgical Year – the first
Sunday of Advent – nakedly reveals the cycle of sacred
time beginning with the end of all things. Why? Why
begin the journey of the year with stories and images of
destruction and chaos and the end of time?
But then, why not? Why not begin by confronting the deep
and persistent fear at the heart of human nature? Why not
begin the Christian journey of overcoming death by facing
down the fear of death? Fear inhibits the journey of love.
If I choose to enter the portal of sacred time, the church
lovingly, realistically, with unmistakable clarity, confronts
my soul with death - not only my own mortality, but the
end of the world itself. The journey into sacred time begins
by shattering my illusions.

my own world, or even some event in my life that breaks
my tranquility in some way, can shatter my image of God,
raise my existential anxiety, provoke a sense of
meaninglessness.
A first prayer may be generated by the shock of tragedy,
helplessness, impotence against life's difficulties. (Have you
noticed this with yourself or others? That the shock of
tragedy shatters naive faith, replacing it with depth and a
sense of wider reality?) But prayer, any prayer, begins to
dissolve time. Mystical life begins with a 'yes' to that
Unknown which is beyond time.
And so, in this apocalyptic place, I stammer my first,
pathetic, heart-felt, fearful prayer. Perhaps it is only a
whimper. But that whimper will help shatter the boundary
of time itself. The Apocalypse offers an invitation to me, a
three-dimensional being, to participate in a relationship with
Being of unlimited dimensions.
It takes time, though, to adjust to the implications of this
revelation. And so the Church provides a timepiece within
which to enter sacred time and the adventure of walking
within two kinds of times in one world.
With the Christian Year, the church subtly guides the
Seeker through layers of awakened consciousness - a
journey of ever-increasing love. This journey becomes
integrated into a person's own daily life. In time, no longer
will it seem like I am walking in two worlds. The sacred
and the mundane, the eternal and the ordinary are one
world.

Apocalypse means a “lifting of the veil.” To begin this
journey I not only have to face death, but I must be willing
to lift the veil of my own ignorance. I have to be willing not
only to change but to be transformed. But, my end is my
beginning. To face death is to begin the great adventure
into the fullness of my humanity.

And one more word on Last Things: Apocalypse is no
mere symbol. We human beings have always truly lived on
the edge of apocalypse with rampant disease, natural
disasters, the threat of projectiles from space, famine, and
never-ending warfare. In this era, we add additional
varieties of an apocalypse of our own making with nuclear
weaponry, environmental degradation, and climate change.

I don't have to be fearless, and I won't be transformed in an
instant. Liturgical time allows plenty of room for growing
and healing along the way and every season has its insights
and beauty, its adventure and treasure, and its own radiant
purpose.

And although I sense that the One to whom I am uniting my
soul, transcends even the ends of the world, that does not
lessen my responsibility to do what I can do to heal and
comfort others, repair earth and work for peace.

How do I begin to pray the Liturgical Year?
Faced with the Apocalypse, my first prayer may be some
kind of desperate foxhole prayer: facing the thought of
destruction of the world, or even facing the destruction of

It is wise, then, for the Church to acknowledge my deepest
fear and confront me with my most urgent task at the very
beginning of my life in faith.
~ Suzanne Guthrie, The Mystical Y ear

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
Advent is a process of looking back at Christ’s birth and
the inauguration of his kingdom on earth and looking
forward to it fulfillment. What does Advent awaken in
you? Does anything in your daily life interfere with your
Advent spiritual preparation? In this reading Jeremiah
reminds people of the Lord’s promise to them. How does
that promise relate to hope? Why is Advent called the
season of hope? Why is hope vital to your life? What
would your life be like without hope? What can you do to
bring hope to people you know? The Center for Liturgy
Sunday

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 25:1-10

Who or what have you placed your trust in as you have
gone through life? Have those things proven to be
trustworthy? If so, why? As David affirms his trust in
God in verse 2, what does he see as the result of his trust
in God? What does it mean to be put to shame? Will those
who wait and trust in God ever be put to shame? What
does David say about learning from God and
understanding his teachings? What is the proper attitude
(s) of a child of God as expressed by David in this psalm?
What does David say in this psalm about God’s ability to
save and forgive those who repent and turn to him? How
has this psalm led you to a deeper trust in God? Eagle
Christian Church

Praying Toward Sunday
silently and gently
falling and failing
changing and resting
seeking you, Lord…
we watch
we wait
we dream
we pray…
for the earth to renew
for our hearts to soften
for your grace to cover
us
for your justice to pour
out
for time and space to
listen
for courage to act

on the edge of Advent,
we sit with you…
we pause…
we hurt…
we repent…
we rage…
When will it be?
Will it ever be?
Come quickly, Lord
Jesus.
Amen.

~ Rev. Deborah Vaughn,
RevGalBlogPals

One of the ancient signs of hope is the fruitfulness of
fig trees. Fig trees are right there in the beginning of
the Bible, when Adam and Eve suddenly discover
they are naked, after eating from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, they cover themselves in
fig leaves. This is probably symbolic. Look at an
enormous fig tree, and you see how incredible a
shelter that a fig tree can become. Fig trees can live
hundreds of years and are some of the oldest living
things on the planet. Rabbis often studied Torah on
the cool shelter of fig trees, and the tree was
associated with a quiet place to seek wisdom. The
Buddha attained enlightenment that liberated him
from suffering, sitting on the Bodhi tree, which is in
the fig family.
It is Advent, and time to be vigilant and watchful for
a light shining in the darkness. We will soon light
our own candle of hope, and during the coming
weeks it is our job to protect and nourish the flame.
Sometimes we must be patient with God, like waiting
three or four years for the fig tree to bear fruit.
Wishing for quick fixes is not true hope. Band aids
and duct tape wear off. The wound or the problem are
still there underneath. Hope seeks true healing,
lasting fixes, real change in our lives. Hope is like
planting and tending a fig tree, paying attention and
being patient that we may reap a lifetime of good
fruit.
How will you live into God’s hope this Advent
season?
~ An excerpt from The Fig Promise, Blooming Cactus

____3rd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
What do you think it means to live life to the fullest? Paul
says “Now we really live.” What makes him say that?
Why do the lives of the Thessalonians encourage them so
much? Why does Timothy’s report encourage Paul? How
can you be encouraged by other people? What steps can
you take to make that happen more frequently? How does
Paul pray for the Thessalonians? How can you encourage
others? Small Group Bible Study
____4th Reading: Luke 21:25-36
How do you respond to "apocalyptic talk"? How do Jesus'
words in this passage bring you hope? What "near and
close at hand" things are signs of God's coming changes?
What is your greatest longing this Advent season? What
do you think the stillspeaking God is calling you to in this
New Year? Weekly Seeds

