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Expecting the Unexpected 
 
What do you expect of this season? What does 
Advent mean to you? Is it a time of waiting and 
watching for glimpses of the Holy breaking into 
everyday life? Is it a time of preparation? Do you 
eagerly anticipate the arrival of the infant king as the 
days march toward Christmas? Are you simply 
snowed under a mound of “to-do lists” and mounting 
pressures to pull off a perfect holiday? Are you oh so 
done with all the commercial hype and plasticized 
platitudes of consumer culture, or are you polishing 
up the plastic to catch those last days bargains at the 
outlet mall? 
 
Perhaps you find a bit of all of these descriptions in 
your experience. Perhaps not. Maybe you’ve 
mastered the loveliness of living in the moment, of 
the gift of truly being present. Wherever you find 
yourself located, and in whatever state of mind you 
reside, the question is still pregnant with possibility: 
What are you expecting? 
 
The Year A Advent lessons invite us to ponder the 
question while living wide awake in each present 
moment, prepared to encounter Jesus in both 
expected and unexpected places and ways. Yes, we 
look ahead with awareness and expectation for the 
reign of God to be fully expressed, but we also 
understand that God is already present among us and 
that we are collaborators in divine disruption of the 
status quo. No, we don’t have all the answers, and 
some days it may feel like we really don’t have any 
answers at all. But we have hope–we always have 
hope. We are people of the promise; we expect to see 
evidence of the sacred in our daily lives. Yes, we 
look for Jesus in Word and Sacrament, but we are 
also prepared to meet Jesus at the farmers market, in 
our workplace, and even at our local big box store. 
 
As Christians, we expect to find Jesus in the 
unexpected places, in the company of unlikely 
people, at any time of the night or day. We expect the 
unexpected. We try to ready ourselves for the 
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possibility of divine disruptions as the Spirit moves 
people and situations into our line of vision and  into 
our all-too-carefully-constructed lives and 
overbooked schedules. Well, at least we should. This 
isn’t theory; it’s the real deal, and it’s writ large 
throughout this week’s lessons from Isaiah, Romans, 
and Matthew. 
 
God is always up to something good, always seeking 
to bless and create and restore and bring hope to the 
chaotic messes of our lives and the dark corners of 
our fears and hurts. The season of Advent bids us to 
stop, to breathe, to consider the marvels of creation, 
of each other, and of the Divine presence that infuses 
every molecule of the cosmos. Dear friends, this is 
not just another Sunday, another Season, and another 
day. Are you ready to encounter Jesus? Are you ready 
for the unexpected to change your life, alter your 
plans, and disrupt your direction? Be still. Be aware. 
Be ready. God is good. Jesus is coming–again, and 
again, and again. Don’t miss a single opportunity of 
this present day. 
 
~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2013/11/expecting-the-unexpected/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

What is your role, your church's role, the wider church's 
role, in bringing in the great day described by the prophet 
Isaiah?  In what ways have we constructed our lives to 
protect what we have, as individuals, communities, and 
nations?   What would the dream of peace look like in 
today's world?  In what ways do we need to imagine that 
our interactions with others might change?  How might 
we hear the voice of the Stillspeaking God through the 
voices of others, especially those who are "not like" us?  
Weekly Seeds 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 122 

What about your faith makes you the most joyous and 
hopeful, and why?  What kinds of things make it possible 
to spread joy and hope when it seems like there should be 
none?  Why was the psalmist so glad to be getting to the 
temple?  What are some elements of this psalm that relate 
to the feelings that you bring into your place of worship, 
and in what ways do they do so?  What kinds of peace 
and security does coming to church offer these days, as 
opposed to what it may have brought back when this 
psalm was written?  Nikki said that “Advent is the season 
of the church year that we practice waiting and 
anticipating Christ coming again to bring on the new 
world and the new heaven.” In what ways does this psalm 
anticipate such things for us?  Faith Element 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 13:11-14  
 

What did Paul encourage us to do in these verses and why 
did he want us to do these things? What were some of the 
topics Paul addressed?  What are the contrasts you see in 
these verses?  Why do you think Paul uses such strong 
contrasts in these verses?  How did Paul describe the 
Roman believers?  What do you think Paul means when he 
says ‘…the hour has come for you to wake from sleep’, 
Rom 13:11?  Does it sound like the believers in Rome 
were spiritually asleep?  Why such urgency?  Do you find 
it easy to become spiritually complacent?  Why? What 
motivates you to ‘wake up’?  How does Paul  urge the 
Roman believers to wake up?  ProvGroups 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 24:36-44 

 

In what ways can we be a part of a hope-filled future?  
What does it look like to live in fear as opposed to living in 
hope?  What do you want the future to look like? How can 
you make that happen?  How can we be billboards for 
God?  In other words, how can we share the Gospel in a 
clear and concise way?  In what ways can you be more 
aware of people and circumstances around you?  What 
opportunities for Christ’s mission do we miss when we are 
not prepared to act as compassionate disciples?  Community 
of Christ 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming, 
We wait filled with hope, 
Knowing your light will shine in the darkness. 
We wait anticipating your peace, 
Believing that one day it will fill our world. 
We wait embracing your love, 
May we reach out to share it with our neighbours. 
We wait with joy, 
Bubbling us in expectation of your birth. 
Lord we wait, 
Come soon and fill us with your life. 
 
~ Christine Sine, GodSpace 

The Church year begins with the ending of time itself. 

The unfolding of this vision of the end of time is meant 
to shake you awake, toward repentance and conversion, 
changing, turning you around so that you might be fit to 

bear Love. Contemplating the end of time itself, opens 
a new kind of time. Now it is time to enter Sacred 
Time. 

Something New begins. And to perceive it, the church 
asks you to enter into another dimension, to take the 
path diverging off chronological time, to enter the 

series of sacred events leading toward the birth, the 
teaching, the death, resurrection, and ascension of 
Jesus, and then, the descent of the Holy Spirit. The 

Spirit sends you out into the suffering world to be the 
loving Kingdom. And then, you walk in two kinds of 
time in the same world. Because the sacred world is all 

about helping to fulfill the holiness of the temporal one. 

Apocalypse means “revelation.” It is time to enter the 
Revelation of time unfolding like an open door – 

inviting you and me onto the difficult path of Love. 
 
Awaken me. Awaken my cold heart. Make me fit for the 

path to which You call me. Help me to bear your Love 
in this world. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://www.ucc.org/weekly_seeds_gods_path_of_peace
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://faithelement.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/current112716.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://www.provgroups.com/march-30-romans-1311-14-lesson-51/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/Lectionary%20Lessons/YOUTH-CofChrist-Lessons-Advent-A-2016.pdf
https://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/Lectionary%20Lessons/YOUTH-CofChrist-Lessons-Advent-A-2016.pdf
http://godspace.wordpress.com/2012/12/07/prayers-for-the-journey-advent-prayers-for-the-week/
http://www.textweek.com/yeara/adventa1.htm

