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Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings

December 22, 2013
Fourth Sunday of Advent
The readings this week:
◦ Isaiah 7:10-16 ◦ Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
◦ Roman’s 1:1-7 ◦ Matthew 1:18-25
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

The Annunciation of Joseph
In a Book of Hours created in France in the Middle
Ages, there is a depiction of the Nativity that I
love. In the foreground, Joseph holds the newborn
Jesus on his lap. They lean their heads close
toward one another as the donkey and the ox—
those animals of the manger who appear in every
medieval depiction of Jesus’ arrival—look on. In
the background, spent from her labor, Mary is in
bed, happily reading a book.
The medieval artist who created this illuminated
page has captured the essence of Joseph. His
depiction of Joseph holding his chosen son is
deeply grounded in this Sunday’s gospel
lectionary, where Matthew tells us practically
everything we know of this man who became the
earthly father of God. In this passage from
Matthew’s opening chapter, we observe Joseph as
he receives his own Annunciation. In his
dreaming, he hears from an angel some of the very
words that Mary heard in her waking: “Do not be
afraid,” the angel tells him, just before announcing
the outlandish request that God is making of
Joseph.

Mary and her child, in welcoming the Word into his
life, Joseph had his own threshold to cross, his own
radical yes to say to God. Perhaps on the night of
Jesus’ birth, Joseph lifted up a father’s Magnificat in
syllables lost to us; perhaps, in a shelter far from
home, he wove them into a lullaby for his chosen
child.
What are you choosing this day? In your waking, in
your dreaming, how are you listening for and
attending to the messages and the invitations that are
waiting for you?
Read the full article by Jan L. Richardson,
The Advent Door, 2010

Praying Toward Sunday
A Prayer for Choosing
What we choose
changes us.
Who we love
transforms us.
How we create
remakes us.

Last week we heard Mary’s Magnificat, the song
she sings in response to Elizabeth’s blessing: the
song of the God who does outlandish things in this
world. This week we see how the spirit of Mary’s
Magnificat echoes in Joseph’s own life. Her song
resounds in Joseph’s choice not to send away his
pregnant fiancé but rather to cast his lot with her
and with the child she will bear. Joseph’s choice
mirrors Mary’s own. Each with their own
response, Joseph and Mary alike bear witness to
the God who reorders, disturbs, unsettles the
world—the God who seeks to do this through
God’s people. Through us.

Where we live
reshapes us.
So in all our choosing,
O God, make us wise;
in all our loving,
O Christ, make us bold;
in all our creating,
O Spirit, give us courage;
in all our living
may we become whole.

Mary was not the only one who chose to leave the
life she had thought would be hers. In choosing
See the full image here

Reflecting on the Word

Hope

____1st Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16
Why did Christ have to be born of a virgin? What does
the name Immanuel (God with us) mean for us in our
lives today? Isaiah says to King Ahaz that the baby called
Immanuel shall be sign. What type of hope does a new
child signify? What specific message is the child
mentioned in this passage intended to bring to King
Ahaz? What are the implications of that message? What
are the signs of hope in your life these days?
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
How does the Psalmist ask
God for deliverance?
Have there been things in
your life that God has
delivered you from? What
is in your life now that you
would like deliverance
from? List them, big or
small, and lift them up in
prayer.

On Psalm 80

The psalmist does not stop talking to God even
when fed on the bread of tears or drinking from
the bowl of weeping. When life laughs at us and
circumstances conspire to mock our hopes and
dreams we tend to turn away and wonder what
good is God. But I suspect the psalmist gives
voice to what we know deep down – in the end
there is nowhere else to go. “Stir up your
strength and come to help us” and the repeated
refrain, “Restore us, O God” are prayed with a
confident hope that God hears the prayer, even
if God’s anger “fumes” over things done and left
undone, said and left unsaid.
Of course we know what the psalmist did not;
the One at the right hand of God is the
confident hope of all prayer, for His strength
was made perfect in weakness and in the
darkness of his death we see the light of our
salvation.

Kum by Yah, Romans 7
The letter to the Romans begins with a seven verse
sentence all of which serves as preface to “grace to
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.” It could be that Paul, like this blogger,
likes run on sentences because periods just waste
time. It could be that grace to you and peace is
easier said than done and needs a seven verse
sentence to remind the Romans that while they are
not nearly as conflicted as the Corinthians there are
some hard feelings between Jewish and Gentile
Christians residing in Rome. The promise
beforehand through the prophets in the Holy
Scriptures about the Son descended from David
(think Jew) is also declared the Son of God with
power according to the spirit of holiness for the
obedience of faith among the Gentiles, so that both
Jew and Gentile might be called “God’s beloved in
Rome.” I think there a lot of things the church can
get wrong and still claim the cross of Christ but
living together in grace and peace as God’s beloved
is not one of them. The inclusion of Gentiles into
what was a Jewish religion goes beyond any of the
denominational divisions that define the church
today and we would do well to note that those
outside the church see our inability to live together
in grace and peace as proof the Gospel is not worth
the paper it’s printed on. “Christian unity is not an
ideal which we must realize; it is rather a reality
created by God in Christ in which we may
participate” or so said Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Does
that mean the divisions that define us are not
essential and we should all join hands and sing Kum
by Yah? Well, why not? Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Or in other words, Kum by Yah.
____3rd Reading: Romans 1:1-7
What do you think of when you hear the word “servant?”
What is Jesus’ attitude toward being a servant? How do
the definition or attitudes of Paul’s (v.1) and Jesus’ differ
from yours? What can you learn about the Gospel, or
“Good News” from this passage? How does this passage
fit into the Christmas story?
____4th Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

Lament 2, Then the trouble came
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What is Joseph’s motivation for dismissing Mary quietly,
what other options did he have? What do his actions tell
you about how he felt about Mary? In this passage, the
Christ child is given two names, Jesus which means,
“Yahweh saves” and Emmanuel, which means, “God
with us”. How do these names explain who Jesus is, and
how are they short hand for the Gospel message? How
will you make Christmas mean something more than
parties and things?

