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Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings

December 15, 2013
Third Sunday of Advent
The readings this week:
◦ Isaiah 35:1-10 ◦ Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 46b-55
◦ James 5:7-10 ◦ Matthew 11:2-11
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

A Different Way
on Luke 46b-55

MAGNIFICAT Jan Richardson

Luke 1:46-55 is Mary's song
of praise to God. It spills out
of her heart after her relative
Elizabeth, the expectant
mother of John the Baptist,
acknowledged her
blessedness as the mother of
Jesus. Mary's song is often
called the "Magnificat,"
from the first word of the
Latin translation of its first
line: magnificat anima
mea Dominum (literally,
"Praises soul my the
Lord").

Mary's song focuses on God's great works, especially
his tendency to turn everything upside down. He "took
notice of his lowly servant girl" when choosing a
mother for the Messiah, rather than selecting a woman
of prominence. The Lord "scattered the proud and
haughty ones," rather than honoring them . "He has
brought down princes from their thrones, and exalted
the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away with empty hands.” God's
kingdom inverts human structures and values, as is seen
so clearly in Mary's own experience.
We can read Mary's song and say, "Oh, what wonderful
thoughts!" But do we really take seriously what she
said? When I do this, I must confess that the
"Magnificat" unsettles me. Why? Because I tend to be
proud and even haughty. Because, though I'm not a
prince, I am a person with authority and not necessarily
all that humble. Moreover, I am certainly not hungry.
And in comparison to most people in the world, I am
rich.
So, Mary's song can be unnerving to me, as, indeed, it
should be. It challenges me to consider my values and
goals. Am I striving for the wrong things in life? How
much of my life is devoted to seeking security,
reputation, and power? How often do I hold onto my
material blessings rather than sharing them with the
poor and hungry?

I don't believe the purpose of the "Magnificat" is to make
us feel guilty for what we have in the way of possessions
or influence. Rather, it calls us to devote our lives to
being, like Mary, a willing and humble servant of God. It
reminds us that, like Israel, we are called to be God's
servants in the world, serving others as a reflection and
extension of God's kingdom. Mary's song stirs in me a
desire to live today for what really matters, so that God
might use me for his purposes and glory.
In the days before Christmas, we can easily get caught up
in mass consumption as we scurry about buying presents
and enjoying lavish Christmas parties. Mary’s song
encourages us to step
back, to think about our
values and our striving.
Perhaps, this season of
Advent can offer a
different way, a way of
seeking, a way of
serving, a way of
sacrifice.
By Mark D. Roberts
The High Calling
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Praying Toward Sunday
With Mary, my soul praises you this day, O Lord. My
spirit rejoices in you, my Savior. You are the Mighty
One, the holy God at work in this world.
Mary's song challenges me, Lord, to be honest about my
values and desires. It forces me to admit that I often line
up with those who are on top in this world, those who end
up on the underside when your kingdom turns everything
upside down. Forgive me, gracious God, for my
selfishness, for all the ways I let this world form and
shape me.

In this season of Advent, may I live as your servant. May
I be truly humble before you and others. May I use well
the opportunities and gifts you place in my hands, serving
you and others for your glory. May I seek after what
really matters, offering myself to you in every facet of
life.
All praise be to you, O Lord and God, my Savior! Amen.

Joy

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
What is Jesus calling us to?
Imagine yourself going through
life full of fear. What would
you be like as a person? How
would you act? Now imagine
yourself going through life with
trust in God. What would you
be like? How would you act?
Does trust in God mean that
nothing sad or tragic would
ever happen to you or to
someone in your family? What
does it mean for you? Is there
someone you know who might
need to hear this Advent message, www.jamriskaphotos.com
"Be strong, fear not! Here is your God!" today? How
could you share this message? Sadlier Religion
____Psalm Reading: Luke 1:47-55
Have you ever thought about what Mary's song really
says? How do you respond to its potentially unsettling
message? How might you live today for the things that
really matter? What are those things that really matter?
Go ahead and make a list to ponder and pray over.

What I Don’t Want for Christmas
So, as I take up round three of my Advent Isaiah, in
the midst of this beautiful poetry of hope,
reconciliation and straight-out freakin’ joy, there are
some snaggy, snarls that catch me up.
Say to those with a fearful heart, “Be
strong, do not fear! Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance, with
terrible recompense. He will come and
save you.”
I want to say to those with a fearful heart: “Be
strong, do not fear! Here is your God.” I have a
fearful heart; I really need to hear that, along with
the proclamation of the Second Advent that there is
a way through the wilderness. That the desert is
flowing, blooming, prancing, with a wide straight
road, on which no traveler, not even a fool could go
astray. But that second part, about being saved by
the vengeance and terrible recompense − that I don’t
want for Christmas.

The High Calling

____3rd Reading: James 5:7-10
The word "patience" comes from a word that means "to
suffer." This gives us the idea that patience is not always
easy! Here the apostle James urges us to be patient with
ourselves ("Steady your hearts"), others, and even with
the Lord. It is, after all, his kingdom that seems so slow in
coming! How are you called to be patient with yourself
this Advent? with others? with God? You might also
reflect on ways God and others are being patient with
you! Sadlier Religion
____4th Reading: Matthew 11:2-11
What do you do when you face a frustrating situation and
are unsure how to respond? What is challenging your
faith now? John did not doubt Jesus; he just wanted some
reassurance as to what was going on. What reassures you
when you have doubt or concern? We will all experience
crises of faith as some point. So, what do you need to do
to prepare your mind,
Will, and faith to
expect and accept
whatever comes, then
turn it into a learning
and faith-building
experience?
www.intothyword.com
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The Nice Bits
I know that in the original interpretive community I
would not be included as a traveler on this Holy
Way; I would be included among the unclean, not
among God’s people. I can find a way onto this road
only in light of the First Advent, through which
terms are redefined and the circle of the redeemed
and ransomed of the Lord is radically widened.
I have used the word “I” so many times in this post
that it makes “I” uncomfortable. Does it seem like I
am saying, I only want to take the nice bits and
leave out the judg-y ones? It is not the judgment; it
is the violence and exclusion attributed to God that I
find it hard to pass over. Am I making too much of
it? During the Advent/Christmas season, should I
preach the hope for now? I cannot help thinking that
Emanuel, God with us, would be the first among the
unclean outsiders.
The Hardest Question
Does redeeming the violence of God in the text take
precedence over all other interpretive proclamation?
Russell Rathbun in A Way W ithout V iolence, The Hardest
Question, sparkhouse.org

