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Joy, the Color of Grace 

The everyday picture of God as an aged old man with a 

long  beard, seated eternally on his throne, and busy 
prying into the lives of both those who are his people and 
those who aren't, is just that – an everyday picture. We 

might like to think that thoughts are more sophisticated 
than that –  but they aren’t. 
  
This god has in front of him a great book with the names 

of everyone in it, and alongside each name are ticks and 
crosses; a giant celestial score book, which will determine 
whether at the end of our lives each individual will 

graduate or not. In the face of this possibility we need to 
be ever careful, sober and vigilant lest our celestial score 
enters the red! This is a fundamentally negative picture. 

Repent and sin no more. 
  
And so we hear John the Baptist, this angry young man 

from the desert, who calls people a bunch of snakes. We 
don't know where his anger came from, except possibly 
from his understanding of God. Sometimes the fierce, 

passionate, demanding love of God is experienced as 
anger. When God loves you so much it often feels as if 
anything you do that is disappointing must make God 

angry. God's fierce, passionate love surely still tells us that 
there are things in this world to get angry about. Shouldn't 
we be angry about all that belittles people; all that 

besmirches this good earth -  that lays waste land and 
ocean. And shouldn't we be angry as prophets about those 
who will be maimed or killed today by the thousands of 

mines and bomblets left behind from so many 
conflicts?  And ought we not to be angry about the 
diseases that invade our bodies and the bodies of others 

we love? 
  
Anger, like the anger of John the Baptist, can be used to 

prepare the way for the Lord. Negativity - anger can be 
used to straighten out  some people and some of our ways. 
Anger at disease has caused a lot of people to commit 

themselves to getting rid of that disease. Anger at what 
disrupts and corrupts causes people to strive against those 
things.  

  
But anger alone, even the kind of righteous anger of 
some prophet like John the Baptist, isn't enough, although 

it might be preparation for something better. Anger and 

fierce indignation have their place – but mustn’t be allowed 

to be the ultimate characterization of faith. Anger can get 
people's attention, but it is grace which opens the way out 
of the corner they are boxed into. 

  
Repent and sin no more. But John  didn’t leave his hearers 
with his stern angry message; there is something,  someone 

more, and he said, ‘I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
the sandal of the one who comes after me ...’ 
  

If we were still in a church that used Latin for worship, 
today would be referred to as "Gaudete", or "Rejoice" 
Sunday.  ‘Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart.’ as we heard 
from  Zephaniah. In the world of faith joy comes before 
indignation and anger. 

  
So God asks us to share what we have been given, not to 
share more than we have been given. It is the same 

with ministry. God asks us to do what we can; he doesn't 
expect us to do what we can't. After all he is the one who 
does the miracles. This is something I know I need to 

relearn again and again. 
 
What we have to realize is that  everything we have is a 

gift from God, even the gift of life. And these gifts  have 
been given to us to use and then to give them away. Yes, 
maybe we’ll have  much to regret in misuse of these gifts; 

maybe we’ll be angry at ourselves and  others; but don’t let 
those things turn the grace of God into 
something  negative. All is grace comes first – always. 

Rejoice. So it is that John says  that those who have two 
coats or more food than they need should give to 
those  who have none.  

 
Let’s rejoice in this, the great goodness of our God, who 
uses peace and joy and love 
to win us to him.  

Let’s rejoice that God does 
not use threats and gloom 
and fear. Negativity does 

not teach grace. Let’s live in 
the light of joy. ‘Rejoice in 
the Lord always; again I will 

say, Rejoice. 

~ an excerpt from Joy the Color 

of Grace, Preacher Rhetorica  
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◦ Zephaniah 3:14-20 ◦ Isaiah 12:2-6  
◦ Philippians 4:4-7 ◦ Luke 3:7-18  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20  
 
Zephaniah’s world was one of sin and chaos. Looking at 
3:14-20, where do you find a hope of peace in the text? 
List them out.  What did God promise his people in the 
future?  What do you learn about God from this chapter?  
Which promise are you looking forward to the most? 
Which description of God do you need to remember today 
as you wait for what he has promised in the future?  
Wenatchee Church, Quiet Time Bible Study InterVarsity Press 
 

____Psalm Reading: Isaiah 12:2-6  

Isaiah chapter 11 spoke powerfully of the reign of the 

Messiah as king over all the earth. This brief chapter of 
praise comes from the heart of the one that has 
surrendered to the Messiah as king, and enjoys the 

benefits of His reign.  These scriptures open with the 
assurance that God is our salvation.  What assurance does 
this give us?  What does it mean to have God as your 

strength?  When we remember the semi-arid climate of 
Israel, we see what a beautiful picture the wells of 
salvation paint. What does a typical well offer us, 

especially in a dry climate?  What does the analogy of a 
well of salvation promise us? Because it is all of the Lord, 
we draw from the wells of salvation with joy.  How do 

you express this joy in your life?  Does it bear witness to 
others?  In this Advent season, how can you sing and 
shout, and make his deeds known?  

____3rd Reading:  Philippians 4:4-7  

What picture comes to mind when you think of the word 
“peace”?  What kinds of things did Paul experience when 
he was in Philippi for the first time?   What kinds of things 
is Paul going through when he writes the letter to the 
Philippians?   What are the four commands in Philippians 
4:4-7?   What is the promise that comes with obeying these 
commands?  What kinds of things or situations are difficult 
to rejoice during?  Some would say that worrying is 
normal. What do you think about that statement?  Which of 
the four commands is most difficult for you to put into 
practice?  Open Source 
 

____4th Reading:  Luke 3:7-18 
 
How would you summarize John’s message and why do 
you think it is important?  How do you think people would 
respond if John were alive and preaching this message 
today?  Reread verses 13 and 14. Which of these 
temptations is a weakness for you? Which is a strength?  
What does it mean to be baptized with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire?  Who has been a John the Baptist in your life and 
has encouraged you to follow Jesus?  What is a lesson, a 
promise, a command, or a warning that you needed to hear 
from this story?  If you were to ask John, “What should I 
do?” What do you think he would tell you?   Simple Church 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of hope, who brought love into this world, 
be the love that dwells between us. 
God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 
be the peace that dwells between us. 
God of hope, who brought joy into this world, 
be the joy that dwells between us. 
God of hope, the rock we stand upon, 
be the centre, the focus of our lives 
always, and particularly this Advent time. 
 

~ Faith and Worship 

Anticipate…The Prophecy 

 Can you remember things that God has done in 
your past that cause you to celebrate? 

 
 What things do you hope God will do with you 

and through you in the future? 
 
 The day of the Lord will be a time of celebration 

for those who are the faithful ones of God. What 
does knowing that God will remove judgment 
and gather all His people together make you 
feel? Is it cause for celebration for you? If not, 
then what would be something that God could 
do that would cause you to celebrate? 

 
 What would it look like if we invited everyone 

to the celebration of the Lord’s Day? 
 
 What would we need to do in order to invite all 

people to celebrate God?     
 

Wenatchee Church 
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