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Jesus > Chaos + Fear + Doubt 

Between the feeding of the 5,000+ and a brief episode of 
healing, Matthew’s gospel gives us an interlude of fear 
and wonder accompanied by chaos and impetuousness in 

the lives of Jesus’ closest followers. Bring on the Tums! 
This kind of discipleship can truly make the average 
disciple “see” sick and world weary. 

In this week’s gospel, Jesus has sent the disciples across 
the lake ahead of him so that he can finally get some alone 
time in prayer. In sending them across the lake Jesus sends 

them into danger. In the ancient world, the sea (or any 
large body of water) represents chaos. Recall the storm (in 
chapter 8) that the disciples encountered while crossing 

the lake from the Jewish side to the Gentile side. Going 
through chaos into unknown and/or hostile territory makes 
for some fine drama, unless of course you are the one who 

is experiencing it. 

This week brings 
added excitement 
when the disciples 

see Jesus walking 
toward them on the 
water and mistake 

him for a ghost. 
They are absolutely 
terrified and cannot 

see the Lord right in 
front of their eyes. 
Even after Jesus 

speaks, identifies 
himself and tells 
them not to fear but 

to be encouraged, they still cower. Bold Peter is the first 
one to make a bargain with this strange visage: If it’s you 
then command me to come to you. Jesus responds with 

one word: “Come.” It’s not clear whether it was said as 
command or invitation, but Peter responds, and things are 
going swimmingly until he realizes the impossibility of 

what he’s doing and starts to sink. The rest of the story is 
simple. Peter calls out for help, Jesus rescues him, the two 
get in the boat, the chaos calms, the disciples worship and 

decide that Jesus indeed must be God’s son. 

Be sure to note the very end of  the chapter, verses 34-36, 
that are not included in the Lectionary reading. The verses 
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tell what happens on the other side of the lake, how the 

people recognize Jesus and the sick are healed simply by 
touching the edge of his clothes. I wonder how the disciples 
felt about that, since they had not only just failed to 

recognize their Rabbi but also been terrified by the sight of 
him. 

So what are we to make of this story as modern disciples? 

Do we fail to recognize Jesus when the going gets tough and 
the storms of life rage about us? What “other side” of the 
metaphorical lake does Jesus send us to, and what chaos 

ensues? Are we ever actually afraid of Jesus? I wonder if we 
might just be terrified that this Jesus, still loose in the world 
today, really is going to do something through us and with 

our paltry, rag-tag gifts and pitiful efforts. Just what 
madness might really come of all this (and what will it cost 
us)? Oh, and then there’s always the distinct possibility that 

the folks on the other side, those others and strangers, will 
recognize Jesus and make a mess of our neatly organized 
party. 

I know from personal experience that I do have a tougher 
time seeing Jesus when chaos closes in and things aren’t 
going so hot. Like Peter and the others, I am too easily 

consumed by my own fears and insecurities. Me, walk on 
water? Right! I’m not even sure I can walk on ice without 
falling and hurting myself. 

And here’s the grace. There is no storm of uncertainty, no 
chaos of conscience, no dark waters of despair that will 
prevent Jesus from responding to my frantic and fading cry 

for salvation. Indeed, Jesus is strong to save, and as Paul 
says in the epistle lesson, “…Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). We are 

not outside of Jesus’ reach — even me and you and all of 
little faith who would bargain with God in our moments of 
doubt. Like those first disciples with their faltering faith and 

stubborn doubt, we keep on putting one foot after the other. 
We follow Jesus, trusting the promise that all who call on 
his name, who touch the hem of his Word, will be saved. 

~  Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

And here ’s the grace. 

There is no storm of 

uncertainty, no chaos 

of conscience, no dark 

waters of despair that 

will prevent Jesus from 

responding to my 

frantic and fading cry 

for salvation.  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=154
https://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2014/08/jesus-chaos-fear-doubt/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
 

What happens in Joseph’s life to cultivate pride and 
arrogance in him? How does God reveal the dangers and 
foolishness of pride in this story?  Are there any events 
that seem “coincidental” in this story that show us God’s 
hand behind what took place?  How do these events 
humble Joseph, both physically and emotionally?  Why 
does God want to correct pride and arrogance in his 
people?  Have you had experiences in your life that were 
difficult or that you’d consider a setback but in the long 
run God used that for good?  West Hills Community Church 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b  

 
The Psalmist calls us to remember the marvels God has 
done, including “his wonders and the judgments of his 
mouth.” When you remember how God has acted in your 
life, what are some of the marvels he has done?  Do you 
agree with the interpretation in verse 16—that God sent a 
famine to the land? Keeping in mind that there is a range 
of beliefs on this topic, consider how God intervenes in 
our lives and in the life of the world. How have you 
understood the mixture of challenges and blessings in 
your own life?  Episcopal Church ____3rd Reading:  Romans 10:5-15  

 
According to Paul in verse 5, what is the attitude of people 
who live by the keeping the Law of the  Old Testament?  
In verses 7-8, what is Paul saying about Jesus? Where is he 
present? What must we do to have access to him?  What 
does Paul say is necessary for salvation? Is this simply a 
phrase to be repeated, or is something more implied?  In 
verses 11-13, he quotes two Old Testament passages that 
were written to and about the Jewish people. What point is 
Paul making in these verses – to whom can righteousness 
now belong?  What do you think Paul was saying to his 
audience, the Christians in Rome?  What is comforting 
about the message of verses 6-8?  How close is Christ… 
even when we feel distant?  Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 14:22-33  

What is the hardest thing for you personally during this 
challenging season we are all facing?  What are you most 
fearful of, and why? In what ways has your trust in God 
been strengthened or challenged during this trial?  Why 
does Jesus come to the disciples walking the water? What 
is significant about this?  What caused Peter to begin to 
sink after the Lord already allowed him to walk on water 
and come to Him?  How have you seen this play out in 
your own life when you are walking through difficult 
seasons?  What is the danger of making the takeaway point 
from this text be: “You better not take your eyes off Jesus 
or you’re going to sink and perish”? How is that different 
from this takeaway point: Jesus is a mighty Savior who 
always has His eyes on us even when we take our eyes off 
of Him. How can you practically focus your attention not 
ultimately on the “wind” but the Word? What might that 
realistically look like for you during this unique season?  
Christian Fellowship Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Your grace abounds in deepest waters 
Your sovereign hand will be my guide 
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me 
You've never failed and You won't start now 
 
Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders 
Let me walk upon the waters 
Wherever You would call me 
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 
And my faith will be made stronger 
In the presence of my Saviour. 
 

~ an excerpt, Joel Houston, Matt Crocker,  
   Salomon Ligthelm, Hillsong Music Publishing  

   Listen to the song in its entirety here  

Peter, unaccountably, suggests walking to Jesus on 
the water. Is this hubris? Or, simply an act from a 
heart longing for union with God? He walks on the 
water but fear undermines his trust. I think his failure 
opens to a deepening of a faith more secure than 
success might have offered. The loving Presence of 
the One lifts him from his terror. Peter may not 
remember how he walked on water, but he will 
remember how he was saved. 
 

Faith responds to terror in a strong voice. And to 
enter the abyss is to find the wind which carries you 
God-ward. It is the risk taking which brings 
deliverance, not only for your sake, but others'. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=154
https://westhills.org/genesis-3712-36-study-guide-here-comes-that-dreamer/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=154
https://episcopalchurch.org/files/attached-files/10th-sunday-after-pentecost.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=154
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50206719e4b03f6f4d18a86b/t/53e196a4e4b09a56610533a2/1407293092437/mental081014.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=154
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