
possible that our programs and preaching, our mission 
and ministry, our treasured edifices and memories will be 
reduced to dusty artifacts and faded photographs from 
congregations long closed, rickety as crumbling grave 
markers and abandoned prairie sanctuaries? Yes, change 
will come as surely as the tide rearranges the landscape 
under bare feet at water’s edge. But we need not fear, for, 
as Jesus reminds us in Luke’s gospel this week, “…it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

The good news is that no matter how fragile our faith and 
fierce our fear, we have freedom in Christ. We are freed 
to live beyond the mere physical trappings of a transient 
world. Yes, our possessions may end up in a rubbish 
heap, and our earthly goods may someday be unwanted 
and irrelevant, but the things of God will never go out of 
style or be taken from us. We walk with God, we 
encounter our Lord Jesus Christ in Word, Sacrament, and 
in the gathered community, and we walk by faith through 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. This is amazingly good news 
indeed. This is news that frees us really to live, to love 
fully, and to serve faithfully. 

Now, go out and look at those stars again. You have a 
place among them. You are offspring of the promise and 
beloved of God. Be a bold and brave steward of all that 
God has given you. Be the light of Christ in this world. 
Shine! 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

From Fear to Faith to Freedom 

Want to appreciate the scale of the universe? Take a 
blanket outside to a place beyond the lights of town or 
farmyard, make sure it is a night when the moon is absent 
or but a waning sliver of light, lay down and stare into the 
velvet sky. Watch as it seems to increase in depth and 
immensity, as more and more stars become visible before 
your eyes. Maybe, if you’re lucky and you do this soon, 
you’ll witness some of the “falling stars” associated with 
the Perseid meteor shower. Be amazed. Be filled with 
wonder and awe. If you’re like me, you’ll gain a renewed 
appreciation for the vastness of creation, and how tiny we 
humans are in the grand scale of God’s activity. If you 
think about it too long, if you allow yourself to be 
confronted with the actual scale of the cosmos and your 
utter lack of control and very real dependence on people 
and things beyond your control, you may suddenly be 
seized by fear. And yet… 

The lessons for this week take that very real feeling of 
fear and turn it on its head with the good news of God’s 
promises, Jesus’ love and grace, and the power of faith to 
free us from the fears that would bind us. We hear God 
say at the beginning of Genesis 15“Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 
great.” According to God, Abram’s descendants shall 
number as many as the stars he sees in the night sky 
above Hebron. 

The anonymous writer of Hebrews speaks of the great 
faith of Abraham, and his obedience to God as a result of 
that faith–that same starry night sky faith of promises 
beyond reason of faith in points of light and the 
whispered voice of the Cosmos Creator. We, too, are 
called to a faith beyond our sight, but not beyond our 
vision. We, too, build our faith on things unseen yet 
believed possible, on stories of the faith of others, and on 
promises fulfilled but unseen by our own eyes. We gaze 
into the words of the great narrative of God’s relationship 
with God’s beloved people and see in those very ordinary 
far/near points of light a glimmer of the promise for us, 
too. And yet… 

Still we allow fear to creep in. What if our church doors 
close? What if the congregation is becoming irrelevant in 
an uncertain world? Could it all be for naught? Is it 
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We are called to a faith beyond our sight, 

but not beyond our vision.  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
 

How is our worship – personal and in community – 
related to the way we behave and live the life of faith? 
What do you know about the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah? Why is this such a strong warning? What 
emotions do you detect? How does God feel about what 
his people have done, and about the consequences?  What 
have the people failed to do, and how does this relate to 
their worship observances? Which do you think came first 
– their lukewarm worship, or their abuse of the poor and 
helpless? Does it matter? How does our worship (as a 
faith community) reflect our values? Do we value what 
God values – doing right, seeking justice? Faith Element 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23  
 

Who is the sincerest person you know? What 
announcement introduces the theme of the poem? What 
motivated the Lord to appear at His temple in Zion? What 
expressed Israel’s covenant with the Lord? Whom does 
the Lord rebuke in the conclusion of the psalm? How did 
the wicked misinterpret God’s silence? What advice does 
God give to the wicked? When are you tempted to focus 
on the letter of the law instead of the spirit of the law? 
How can we guard against insincerity in our faith? In 
what ways do you need to change your attitude or 
behavior in order to honor God in sincerity? Lesson Maker 

 
 

____3rd Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

How would you define faith? How does your definition 
compare to Hebrews 11:1? What is the relationship 
between faith and perseverance? How did Abraham 
demonstrate his faith in God? What can we learn from 
him and how can we apply it today? Why do you think 
Abraham was willing to offer Isaac as a sacrifice to the 
Lord? What are some real and tangible ways to develop a 
faith of obedience? Have you ever left a place of security 
to follow God in obedience? What was the result? Did 
you desire to return? Reflect on a time a time when you 
had to look beyond a situation or circumstance and trust 
God. Why do we try to do things on our own? How can 
we learn to be dependent on God? Atlantic Shores Baptist 
Church, First Alliance Church 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 12:3-40  

 
How does fear operate in your life? Are there more overt 
fears or smaller sneakier ones that you need to be wary 
of? How do they hold you back from following Christ? 
What do vv.6 and 7 say about God’s care for his creation? 
In v.10, Jesus contrasts one who “speaks against the Son 
of Man” and one who “blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit.” This phrase is not simple, but, given the 
immediate context, what do these two actions mean? Why 
doesn’t Jesus weigh in on the man’s request in vv.13-14? 
What is the issue that Jesus is actually addressing with 
this story? Why does Jesus remind his disciples of God’s 
provision? What does he want to encourage them 
towards? What does this passage teach us about how God 
views our role on earth? Especially in comparison to the 
plants and the birds Jesus talks about? Who does Jesus 
reveal God to be in this passage? What does God value? 
How does this passage help us deepen our understanding 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

It takes little faith to see the sacred in the 
extraordinary. 
To have faith the sacred is in the ordinary, though, 
takes courage to believe the mundane can be enough; 
  that grace can emerge 
    even through the dull, 
    the slightly disappointing, 
    the not quite right, 
    not quite as we intended, 
    not really what we hoped; 
    the clumsy, 
    the awkward, 
    and the imperfect. 
Let your act of faith be 
to let what you do be enough. 
Let what you do be enough… 
 

~ Cheryl Lawrie, [hold this space] 

...Emerson said, To the dull mind all nature is leaden. 
To the illumined mind the whole world burns and 
sparkles with light. But it is my heart that's leaden and 
dark. My mind overactive. My body sluggish. I know, 
however, that buried treasure waits for me at the core 
of my being. I need, somehow, to wake up, and go on 
the quest. 
 
Do you suppose that if our treasure was not gained by 
consumerism, and ownable, and hoardable, we might 
not be in the mess we're in environmentally, morally, 
and spiritually? What if our treasure lay in giving, 
loving, caring, and sacrificing? 

~ an excerpt, Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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