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Leave the Light On 

The light in our garage is burned out.  It’s the one 
that comes on when the garage door is opened, and 
it’s on a timer so you can get into the house before it 
automatically cuts off.  It’s been burned out for a 
while, but that doesn’t matter too much in June and 
July because the days are long and darkness isn’t 
really an issue.  I do notice it, though.  Every day I 
think, “I need to fix that bulb.”  As I move on to other 
things, I forget.  

One night a couple of weeks 
ago, I came home quite late and 
it was already dark.  I knew I’d 
have to leave the car’s 
headlamps on until I could get 
into the house, so I didn’t trip 
on the steps.  But as I turned 
into the drive, I saw that my 
husband had turned on the 

outside lights.  We don’t leave those lamps burning 
very often, because we prefer to conserve the 
electricity.  That evening I was grateful for the 
illumination of the steps for safety, but that act of 
hospitality also gave me a familiar feeling of 
welcome after a very long day.  Sometimes the 
smallest act of caring can remind us of the bonds we 
share.  

Hospitality for strangers and guests is a great 
thing.  Hospitality for the ones we love, or for those 
with whom we share a home is something often 
forgotten, or smothered by the other occupations of 
our days.  Of course they know I care about them.  I 
don’t have to show it all the time.  I get busy.  I 
forget.  I just don’t do it.  

We don’t mean to take them for granted.  It just 
happens over time.  

If we expect God to make a home in our hearts, we 
have to be hospitable.  We watch for the signs of God 
working in the world.  We set the table with our 
prayers.  We light the candles of expectation.  We fill 

the glasses with hope.  We listen for God’s 
footsteps.  Then we open the door with anticipation 
and faith, and welcome God to the center of our 
being.   

This week, don’t forget to be hospitable to the most 
important people in your life.  And don’t forget to 
welcome God in with faith, prayer and hope. 

Leave the light on, and be ready to open the door.   

© Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 
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Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  
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Stretching Toward Sunday 

 
August 7, 2016  
Proper 14C / Ordinary 19C / Pentecost +12  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 ◦ Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23  
◦ Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 ◦ Luke 12:32-40  

Want to appreciate the scale of the universe? Take a 
blanket outside to a place beyond the lights of town or 
farmyard, make sure it is a night when the moon is 
absent or but a waning sliver of light, lay down and 
stare into the velvet sky. Watch as it seems to increase 
in depth and immensity, as more and more stars 
become visible before your eyes. Be amazed. Be filled 
with wonder and awe. If you’re like me, you’ll gain a 
renewed appreciation for the vastness of creation, 
and how tiny we humans are in the grand scale of 
God’s activity. If you think about it too long, if you 
allow yourself to be confronted with the actual scale 
of the cosmos and your utter lack of control and very 
real dependence on people and things beyond your 
control, you may suddenly be seized by fear.  And 
yet…. 
 
The good news is that no matter how fragile our faith 
and fierce our fear, we have freedom in Christ. We 
are freed to live beyond the mere physical trappings 
of a transient world. Yes, our possessions may end up 
in a rubbish heap, and our earthly goods may 
someday be unwanted and irrelevant, but the things 
of God will never go out of style or be taken from us. 
This is news that frees us really to live, to love fully, 
and to serve faithfully. 
 
Now, go out and look at those stars again. You have a 
place among them. You are offspring of the promise 

and beloved of God. Be a 
bold and brave steward of 
all that God has given you. 
Be the light of Christ in this 
world. Shine! 
 
 ~ An excerpt, Sharron R. Blezzard, 

From Fear to Faith to Freedom 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=274
https://melissabanesevier.wordpress.com/2010/08/03/leave-the-light-on/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2013/08/from-fear-to-faith-to-freedom/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 1:1, 10-20  
 

What are your observations of the passage?  According to 
Isaiah 1:10-15, what are some of the things that the 
Israelites were doing? Why is God displeased with them?  
Can worship, service, and prayer atone for your sins and 
make you right before God? Why or why not? Why is the 
world so full of religion?  What do God’s people need to 
do before they worship, serve, and pray?  Do you have the 
ability “to cease to do evil”? Why or why not?   Isaiah 
1:18 says, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow.” What is God promising in this verse?  
How are you going to respond to the “word of the Lord” 
in Isaiah this week?   The Orchard Evangelical Free Church 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23  

 
When have you gotten caught up in the things you do for 
God to the extent that you neglected worshiping him?  
How is God described in verses 1-6?  What evil deeds 
have the wicked done?  How would "thank offerings" 
help them to understand salvation?  What would a "thank 
offering" to God look like for you?  Jot down a few 
emotions one might experience when being accused of 
having a fake faith that once was real.  What price has 
God has asked you to pay for real faith?  Quiet Time Bible 
Study, InterVarsity Press, Walking Women through the Word 

____3rd Reading:  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

Complete the sentence: "Faith is . . ."  Considering the 
foolishness of his choices by human standards, what do 
you think Abraham's emotions were like?  How does the 
promise of a heavenly country help us to keep our faith, 
even when we don't see our hopes fulfilled immediately?  
Some Christians believe that faith always leads to material 
and physical blessing. What does this passage tell you 
about the role of both blessing and suffering for the 
faithful?   What unseen certainties have guided you in 
making fundamental, life-changing decisions?  Quiet Time 
Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

 
____4th Reading:  Luke 12:32-40  

“Do not be afraid - be ready….”  Note the contradiction – 
or we might think of it as a “balance” between v. 32 and v. 
40. What are the challenges of being on high alert at all 
times?  Is it possible? Is it desirable? What might be the 
meaning of the “balance” in Jesus’ teaching here – to be 
ready, but also to not be afraid?   What are some of your 
fears?  Does this passage help to alleviate fear?  What if 
God wants us to “be ready” to be surprised by the 
abundance of his goodness? (See, for example, v. 37 and 
God’s plan to “serve the slaves” a heavenly banquet).  
Digging deep, reflect on the vast difference between this 
“surprised” experience of a good God and the fearful 
experience of a vengeful God.  Why do you think it is hard 
for many folks to truly believe in the good surprises God 
has planned for us all?  Do you ever find it hard to believe?   
What surprises do you think we miss by not being properly 
“positioned” to be ready for them? What can we do to 
“position” ourselves to be surprised?  How might this type 
of readiness be different from a fearful, panicked form of 
constant alertness?  Yucaipa Methodist Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Living God, 
give us faith to be sure of what we hope for, 
and certain of what we do not see; 
to believe that you are, 
and that you reward those who truly seek you: 
that may we please you 
and receive what you have promised; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
~ Michael Perry, The Jubilate Group 

Count the Stars 
 
Abraham’s countless stars hover over our troubled heads 
Sarah’s sky lights enlighten our skittish steps 
our ancestors fill the night sky with testimony 
this is not all there is, there is more to come 
more than the terra and the ocean 
the sky painter who flicks your future on midnight canvas 
is making space for your story and song 
making and guarding promises still unspoken 
opening wormholes to times and places 
unreachable by your linear, downward searching mind 
so let that muscle in your forehead go and feel your brow 
drop 
and your heart slow and your brain relax and the flow 
flowing 
and rocket on through fear until faith is your Milky Way 
 

~ Michael Coffey, Ocotillo Pub 

Sunrise, Hofheinz-Döring, Margret, 1910-1994   

Starry Night, Gogh, Vincent van, 1820-1888   

Faith is stepping out into the unknown 
with nothing to guide us but a hand 
just beyond our grasp. ~ Frederick Beuchner 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=274
https://theorchardefc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/LIFE_Group_Questions_8_23_2015.pdf
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=274
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=286#ixzz4CXuzDhBn
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=286#ixzz4CXuzDhBn
http://wendypope.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Psalm-50-Study-Questions-December-111.pdf
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=274
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=74
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=74
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=274
http://www.yucaipamethodist.org/August%2011%202013%20--%20Bible%20Study%20insert.pdf
http://www.jubilate.co.uk/
http://www.ocotillopub.org/2013/08/count-stars.html

