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Yellow Mini 
 

My son gets bored easily on car journeys. He needs to be 
occupied. A computer game. A DVD. A book. An MP3 
player. A bag of sweets. Anything. Otherwise, he starts 
getting on my nerves. After all, he is 14 years old. Nearly 15. 
 

And when he’s bored he plays a game. Yellow Mini.  
 

Simple rules. 
Spot a Mini car and you can punch your opponent on the 
arm.  Spot a Yellow car and you can punch your opponent on 
the arm.  Spot a Yellow Mini and you can punch your 
opponent on the arm twice. 
 

Nothing complicated. Keeps him occupied for the entire 
journey from Oldham to Leicester. Fantastic. 
 

However, when there’s just the two of us in the car it’s 
bordering on the dangerous. When he’s in the back with his 
older sister it’s mayhem. They argue, they fight, they claim 
they saw the Mini first, they fall out, the punches get harder – 
but they’re occupied! 
 

But when it’s just the two of us I have to remind him that I 
am actually driving a car. 
 

I think Jesus once had a game of Yellow Mini with his 
disciples – and it was Peter who got punched on the arm! Yet 
again, I’m delving into The Message version of the Bible for 
inspiration this week and as soon as I saw the passage title I 
was hooked: You’re Not in the Driver’s Seat. 
 

Then Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was now 
necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, submit to an ordeal of 
suffering at the hands of the religious leaders, be killed, and 
then on the third day be raised up alive. Peter took him in 
hand, protesting, “Impossible, Master! That can never be!” 
 

But Jesus didn’t swerve. “Peter, get out of my way. Satan, 
get lost. You have no idea how God works.” 
Jesus didn’t swerve. I like that. He had his mind made up. He 
had set his course. Nothing that anybody said or did would 
deflect his course. If only I had that strength, that 
determination, to be that resolute. But how often do I get 
blown off route by the slightest wind or distraction or 
criticism? 
 

I must admit that the one time I’m not usually blown off 
course is when I’m in the car. My wife, my sons, my 
daughter might well be telling me that I don’t know where 
I’m going (and I don’t mind admitting that usually I never 
tell them that I’m hopelessly lost!) but I stick to my current 
heading, I follow my instincts, I look like I know what I’m 
doing and where I’m going, and 10 minutes too late I end up 
pulling over and getting Google Maps out! In my spiritual 
life (and also my physical and emotional world) I need to 
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hear Jesus say: You’re not in the driver’s seat. 
 

Then Jesus went to work on his disciples. “Anyone who 
intends to come with me has to let me lead. You’re not in the 
driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from suffering; embrace it. 
Follow me and I’ll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. 
Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding yourself, your true 
self. What kind of deal is it to get everything you want but lose 
yourself? What could you ever trade your soul for? 
 

How often do we get the slightest bright idea and we’re off and 
running. Who’s in the driver’s seat? Who’s in control? 
 

Don’t run from suffering – we often think that faith is a 
universal remedy to all our problems. Faith is all about living 
as the people we are – with all our problems, with all our 
troubles, with all our distractions. God has made us, God has 
created us in his image – with all our foibles, bad habits, 
talents and gifts. How often have you heard it said at a funeral 
– “When George was born they broke the mould!” That’s 
because we’re all unique. All God’s children. All loved equally 
and overwhelmingly. So faith isn’t about changing the person 
we are, it’s about becoming the person God created us to be. 
Avoiding the pitfalls, growing gracefully, learning from our 
mistakes, embracing suffering. 
 

Self sacrifice. Wow. Deal or no deal? 
 

“Don’t be in such a hurry to go into business for yourself. 
Before you know it the Son of Man will arrive with all the 
splendour of his Father, accompanied by an army of angels. 
You’ll get everything you have coming to you, a personal gift. 
This isn’t pie in the sky by and by. Some of you standing here 
are going to see it take place, see the Son of Man in kingdom 
glory.” 
 

And if we persevere, if we are determined, if we allow Jesus to 
sit in the driver’s seat and be guided by him we’ve got a 
personal gift waiting for us. Not riches and wealth in this 
lifetime. Not fame and fortune just around the corner. Sadly, 
not always good health and successful relationships. No empty 
promises. That’s not what’s guaranteed – although people do 
see those riches in this life – and remember, we must not be 
blown off course if that is not our lot in life. 
 

But seeing the Son of Man 
in his Kingdom glory, 
that’s what I’m living for, 
and working for, and 
striving for – even if 
sometimes I want to sit in 
the driver’s seat just for a 
while. 

~ Neil Chappell, a weird thing  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=157
https://aweirdthing.wordpress.com/2011/08/19/yellow-mini/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Exodus 3:1-15 
 

Does God know your name?  What are the first words 
Moses hears God speak?  How does God immediately 
protect Moses and what does this protection imply?  Why 
does God identify Himself in verse 6, and what is Moses’ 
response?  In verses 7-10, God tells Moses that He has 
been aware of five things concerning the Hebrews. What 
are they?  What is God’s response to Moses’ question?  
Why do we Christians often underestimate what God can 
do in us and through us?  Do you believe God can do 
amazing things through you?  Do you live your life that 
way?  Walk through the Word 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c  

 
Praise and ethical conduct are the themes of today’s 
psalm.  How needed and applicable these themes today?  
How does this Psalm demonstrate setback, deliverance 
and renewal?  How does it demonstrate that God works in 
unexpected ways?  How were Moses and Aaron God’s 
instruments of hope?  How does this Psalm remind us that 
God is worthy of our praise?  How has God worked in 
unexpected ways in your life? Episcopal Church 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 12:9-21  
 

Have you ever tried being kind to those who are unkind to 
you? How should we react to good and evil? How intense 
should our reaction be? What image do you get when you 
think of “outdoing” one another with honor?  What is the 
common thread between hope, prayer and patience? How 
do they pertain to our world right now for believers?  How 
are contributions and hospitality similar? Why do you 
think that Paul would command us twice to bless our 
persecutors?  How does being humble in the Christian 
community benefit the whole group?  How are we to act as 
believers when treated badly? Do you have any 
relationships in which you are not at peace with someone? 
Is it their choice to not be at peace or yours?  Solid Rock 
Ministries 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 16:21-28  

 
What did Jesus begin to teach his disciples? What does it 
mean that Jesus must go to Jerusalem, suffer, be killed, and 
rise to life?  Why did Jesus rebuke Peter so severely? What 
did he mean by, “If anyone would come after me”?  What 
does it mean to deny oneself? What does it not mean? Why 
is this kind of self-denial necessary? How does Jesus 
himself illustrate self-denial?  What does it mean to take 
up one’s cross? What are some of the crosses that we must 
take up? What does it mean to lose one’s life for Jesus? 
What are the rewards of a life lived for Jesus? The results 
of a selfish life? What is your cross to take up in order to 
follow Jesus? DuPage 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Loving God, 
you call me to turn away from my own selfish 
interests, 
to take up my cross, and to follow you. 
To find my life ~ 
may I live it in service of your mission. 
 
As I come before you in this moment, 
give me an open heart and open hands. 
Make me eager to hear your voice 
and seek your guidance. 
 
Open my mind to your ever-present spirit 
that is always moving within and around me 
Open my spirit to your nudging 
and open my life to your love. 
 
Amen 
 
~ adapted from a Call to Worship, The Minor Keys 

During the time Elizabeth Ann Seton contemplated 
becoming a Roman Catholic, an Italian friend of her 
husband taught her to make the sign of the cross. The 
cross seemed to imprint itself upon her soul. "I was 
cold with the awful impression my first making it 
gave me -- the sign of the cross of Christ on me! 
Deepest thoughts came with it of I know not what 
earnest desires to be closely united with Him who 
died on it." 
 

My confirmation cross, my ordination cross, crossing 
myself in worship, making the sign across my lips 
when I wake up in the morning (Open my lips O 
Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise) all 
remind me, when I'm conscious of it, that I belong to 
the Crucified One. But often I am not conscious. The 
throne of glory, the crux of Reality drawing together 
the spheres of heaven and earth, things seen and 
unseen, the profound and life-giving contradictions of 
taking up my cross elude me in my daily busy-ness. 
 

But I want the mystery of the cross to shape me into 
the kind of human being so transfigured by the cross 
within me, I know how to live, even when I am not 
consciously awake to its meaning in the moment. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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