
 
A few years ago I heard an interview of two rookie police 
officers who had worked the 1963 civil rights March on 
Washington, DC.  One was Martin Niverth, a white officer.  
The other was Joseph Burden, a black officer.  This was just 
a few months after Birmingham, Alabama’s sheriff Bull 
Connor turned fire hoses and attack dogs on peaceful 
protestors.  Both officers say today that it was the most 
peaceful demonstration they ever saw in DC.  And they were 
both changed by the event. 
 
Niverth, the white officer, realized for the first time that there 
was a whole segment of society that didn’t have the same 
rights and privileges he had as a white man.  Society had 
encouraged him to be privileged his whole life, but not 
encouraged him to be humble.  He was shockingly paired 
with a black officer that day—something that never 
happened—and after they’d been walking for an hour or so 
his partner said to him, “Marty, I hope you can see what an 
important day this is for us.”  And Marty did.  Society had 
encouraged this black man to be humble all his life, but not 
encouraged him to be privileged and strong. 
 
Officer Burden said that as a black man it occurred to him 
that even though he had a job, there were a lot of freedoms 
he didn’t have. He ended up on the podium near Martin 
Luther King. Officer Burden, too, had a dream. 
 
He shared the dream with every person whose seat at the 
banquet has always been near the lowest place, where gifts 
are not recognized and equality is a mirage because the 
people at the first table have already taken the best this world 
has to offer, and they don’t plan to share. 
 
So here is Jesus’ word to his listeners, to the church to which 
Luke wrote, to marchers and observers in August of 1963, 
and to us:  If you are one of those people who thinks you 
deserve the best place at the banquet, think again.  You need 
to be humbled.  And if you are one of those people who 
thinks (or you’ve been told) you only deserve the lowest 
place at the banquet, think again.  You need to be 
strengthened—you need to accept your own privileged status 
as a child of God. 
 
At God’s table, every place is the same.  There is always 
enough to go around.  There is always room for you.  Be 
strong and be humble.  They are not mutually 
exclusive.IMG_8078, copyright, low. 
 

~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

The Challenge of a Humble Gospel 
 
Luke has long been my favorite gospel. I think that’s 
because it challenges me so much. You don’t have to read 
very far in Luke’s treatise to see what he’s promoting. 
 
From the very beginning he wants us to know that Jesus is 
all about social justice. 
 
In the very first chapter Mary, the mother of Jesus, says: 
 
God’s mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. 
The Lord has shown strength with his arm; 
God has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
The Lord has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly; 
God has filled the hungry with good things, 
and sent the rich away empty. 
 
And in the gospel reading for this week: 
 
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, 
he told them a parable. ‘When you are invited by someone 
to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of 
honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has 
been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of 
you may come and say to you, “Give this person your 
place”, and then in disgrace you would start to take the 
lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at 
the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say 
to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honored 
in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.’ He said also to the one 
who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a 
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 
return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.’  [from Luke 14] 
 
Here, as always in Luke, the question is “Who is in and 
who is out?” Who are the ones who should be invited and 
given places of honor? Who are the ones who assume too 
much? 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 2:4-13 
 

Do you think it’s more difficult to believe in God in 
today’s modern, scientifically-explained world? Why or 
why not? How does Jeremiah describe the “youthful” 
relationship between God and the people of Israel? How 
were the people faithful to God, and how was God 
faithful to them? What do you think it means that the 
people had become worthless, like their idols? Why is it 
so significant that the people, priests, prophets and leaders 
didn’t even realize God was absent? What do you think it 
means for a nation to “exchange gods?” And what irony 
does God point out in the exchange? Even though we 
might continue to believe in God, in what ways do we 
sometimes put our trust into other things? When we trade 
our trust in God for trust in those other things, what is the 
result? Faith Element  

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 81:1, 10-16  

 
What kinds of things interfere with our spiritual growth? 
How does our culture entice us to remove our focus from 
the Lord? How is the Lord described in the psalm? What 
does the introduction of the song summon God’s people 
to do? What promise does the Lord offer His people in 
return for their obedience? How does God describe the 
response of Israel to His faithfulness? What did God do 
when Israel refused to submit to Him? What simple 
reason does the Lord give to explain why Israel did not 
experience continued success? What does the Lord desire 
to do for His people? What does this passage reveal to us 
about the kind of relationship God wants to have with us? 
Lesson Maker 

____3rd Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 

Consider some of the ways you see the dangers of 
comfortable Christianity around you. The author lists 
several faith actions in 13:1-6 that believers are called to 
live by. Which of these do you do best? In what ways can 
you do better? What is the root of all evil? … Why do 
think that is? If people imitated you, then what kind of 
Christian life would they have? What qualities do you 
have that are worthy of imitating? Which ones are not? 
What is standing in the way of your offering God a 
sacrifice of praise on a daily basis? City Group Discussion 
Guide 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 
What is true hospitality? Who is giving this party, which 
we can assume was an elegant affair? How would you 
characterize the Pharisees? What did Jesus’ "notice" as 
the guests assembled?  What did Jesus do? Was Jesus 
implying that leaders should have higher standards or was 
he only addressing the person who had created the 
situation? Does what Jesus said apply to us as we plan 
parties? Does it only pertain to what we do as a church? 
Who are the people in our community that do not get 
invited to banquets that we would include if we were to 
give a party such as Jesus suggests here? Lesson Plans that 
Work 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

We thank you, God, 
for coming to us as a neighbor, a stranger, an 
immigrant, 
binding our wounds and carrying us to safety, 
so that we might love you with all our heart, soul, and 
mind, 
and welcome the stranger, 
loving our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

~ Adapted from Nathan Nettleton’s “Short Preface,” 

Since we ourselves are human beings, we must set 
before others the meal of kindness no matter why they 
need it – whether because they are widows, orphans, or 
exiles; or because they are brutalized by masters, 
crushed by rulers, dehumanized by tax-collectors, 
bloodied by robbers, or victimized by the insatiate 
greed of thieves, be it through confiscation of property 
or ship-wreck. All such people are equally deserving of 
mercy, and they look to us for their needs just as we 
look to God for ours. 

 

~ Gregory of Nazianzus, On the Love of the Poor, quoted 
from J. Robert Wright, Readings for the Daily Office from 

the Early Church via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of 
Enclosure 
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