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A “Come to Jesus” Moment 

“Who do you say that the Son of Man is?” 

If this question doesn’t strike the fear of God in you, well, 
I am not sure what will. This is the question for the week. 

On so many levels. 

What will you stand up for? What’s important? When do 
you say what you need to, want to, have to? Or when are 

you silent? 

This week’s texts instill a “come to Jesus moment.” Faced 
with faith decisions, on what will you stake your faith, 

how you live your life? There is just too much that we 
cannot say. That we are unwilling to say. Or we think if 
we do say, we will incur judgment. 

Which is why Jesus’ question is not requesting a mere 
response of confession. 

Jesus’ question 

is that of 
extraordinary 
vulnerability. I 
am not sure I 

could answer 
this question. 

He’s asking on 

what you will 
wager your 

lives, the claim of your being. This is no benign question 

but has everything to do with who the disciples think Jesus 
is and more importantly, who they think they are. 

Questions like this are risky, so risky. Like the Exodus 

story. On what will you stake your identity, your life, your 
future? How do you want to be known? 

So much about our preaching, our ministry, is safe. To 

what extent it has to be, I get that. I really do. It has to be 
on so many levels. But Jesus is not about safe. Nor were 
Shiphrah and Puah thinking safe. Nothing about God 

becoming human is safe. Too much of our theology, 
constructs, and convictions is wound so incredibly tight -- 
and is determined by boundaries that were never meant to 

be so restrictive of proclamation. They do nothing except 
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erect walls of exclusion and expectation and justification 

behind which we hide. 

“Who do you say that the Son of Man is?” is about risk. 
Putting yourself out there. In full recognition of rejection. 

And judgment. And heartache. 

I mean, think about it. What is Peter thinking? “Holy … 
Now what do I say?” 

Everybody needs to answer this question this week. Every 
parishioner. Every preacher. Because “who do you say that I 
am” has everything to do with who you are willing to be. 

This really is the question of life, isn’t it? Do you know who 
you are? Who you want to be? What are the demons that 
make reflecting on that impossible? Because there are 

many. The demons that tell you that you can’t. The demons 
that tell you that you are not good enough. The demons that 
insist you aren’t enough. Period. 

I want to hear Jesus’ question as less about certainty and 
more about inquiry. About imagination. About exploration. 
About possibility. 

Because at the end of the day, there is individual 
accountability. Resting on the laurels of denominational 
beliefs will not save any of us. This is the question you need 

to answer. When we can’t answer it or when we don’t have 
the answer, well, there is the point of concern. At issue is 
your ability, willingness, to answer Jesus’ question for 

yourself.  

~ an excerpt by Karoline Lewis, Dear Working Preacher 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=156
http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=3299


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Exodus 1:8 - 2:10 
 

Where do you find God in the worst of times?  Who are 
"small" people who do big things that transform 
situations?  How do you think God works in difficult 
situations?  How would you describe the role of water in 
this story, and in the life of faith?  Who might be 
"Pharaoh's daughter" today?  Weekly Seeds 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 124   
 

In your own words, what is the author trying to emphasize 

in verses 1-5?   This psalm, in a group with Psalms 120-
134, is a "Song of Ascent", that was used to prepare 
people to worship together in Jerusalem. If you were on 

your way to worship, how would the perspective-shifting 
reminder in verses 1-5 prepare you? After reading this 
whole psalm, would you conclude that it has a healthy 

self-assessment or an insecure one? Tricky question: 
Would a confident follower of God ever say these things?  
How does Romans 12:3 affirm Psalm 124?  Examine your 

own heart today. Is there anything that you are prideful 
about— in which you fail to recognize the Lord?  Offer 
this in prayer.  Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 12:1-8  
 

Have you ever taken a test or inventory of “spiritual gifts?” 
What do you think are your spiritual gifts? How can we 
offer praise even when we don’t understand the depths and 
reasons of God’s mercy? When Paul begins the next 
paragraph with “therefore… in view of God’s 
mercy” (NIV), what mercy is he referring to? To whom 
does this mercy extend?  Our worship no longer consists of 
sacrificing animals and crops to God – what is our worship 
now? Ponder the idea of a “living sacrifice” (12:1).  What 
does it mean to “worship” God in this way? This isn’t just 
singing songs and listening to sermons… how is this kind 
of worship more vital? How is it counter-cultural (v. 2)?  
Does it require many people with many gifts for a 
community of faith to accomplish God’s work? Paul 
exhorts us to be a living sacrifice by using our gifts to their 
fullest (vv. 6-8):  How are you using your gifts even in this 
time of pandemic?  Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 16:13-20  

 
Why do you think Jesus started by asking the disciples 
what others thought?  Why do you think Jesus had this 
discussion with the disciples alone?  Of the people that the 
disciples said others thought Jesus was, is there one that 
surprises you? Is there one that makes perfect sense?  What 
is it about Peter’s answer that made it so astounding?  Why 
do you suppose people are so willing and able to give their 
opinions, even when they have no idea about what the facts 
and truth are?  Would people you know want to learn the 
real Truth if they knew their beliefs were wrong? Or, 
would they not care, desiring to stay in their wrong beliefs? 
When the church is obviously given such a great 
responsibility, how should we respond to that trust? How 
should we not respond? How are you responding? River 
Valley Community Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord Jesus, 
You are a Lord who walks beside your people. 
So we pray for people who walk for justice. 
 
You are a Lord who raises up those who are bent low. 
So we pray for those held down by the grindings of 
life and the indifference of the world. 
 
You are a Lord who feeds the hungry  
So we pray for all who long for bread  
and the means to provide it. 
 
You are a Lord who celebrates the small and the 
insignificant.  
So we pray for the children and for those who are 
never noticed. 

 
You are a Lord who 
says ‘Follow me’. 
So we pray for 
courage and faith in 
our hearts that we 
may take up the 
cross and find it 
leads to life.  
 
Amen 
 

~  Christian Aid  

hands, feet, eyes 
 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands 
but yours, no feet but yours, Yours are the eyes 
through which to look out Christ's compassion to the 
world. Yours are the feet with which he is to go about 
doing good; yours are the hands with which he is to 
bless…  

~ Teresa of Avila 1515-1582,  
via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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