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Aflame 
 
I have complex feelings when it comes to fire. There’s 
nothing quite as wonderful as a good campfire with 
marshmallow s’mores in the making. A roaring fire in the 
fireplace on a crisp fall night is a true delight. The soft 
glow of candles at the Christmas Eve service evoke strong 

memories for me–
both of the 
beloved hymn 
“Silent Night” and 
of the sickening 
smell of my small 
daughter’s singed 
bangs. 
 
Fire is comforting. 
Fire is useful. Fire 

is beneficial. And, fire can be terrifying: whether it’s a 
mother watching her youngster’s bangs go up in smoke or 
witnessing the horrors of a house two doors down fully 
engulfed in flames or reading about the horrible tragedy of 
the 19 Granite Mountain Hotshots who died when the 
Yarnell Hill fire in Arizona suddenly changed directions 
and trapped them. Fire is not to be taken  Fire 6lightly, 
especially when it comes to God. 
 
In this week’s Lectionary readings, flames of faith ignite 
the hearts of the faithful, sustaining them in their trials 
while at the same time licking at the heels of a 
comfortable and easy gospel word. These are not pleasant 
passages to ponder. The fire of God is bold and pure, and 
it seeks to burn away all that is useless, dead, and 

counterproductive. 
 
When the fires of faith 
are fanned, someone in 
the vicinity is likely to 
get burned, and while 
probably a good thing, 
such purification is rarely 
embraced or welcomed. 
No one desires suffering, 
and very few of us enjoy 
being changed–whether 
such change is physical, 
chemical, emotional, or 
spiritual. 
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The readings this week: 

In thinking about these lessons, one might begin by 
thinking about the nature of fire. Fire is, after all, a 
chemical reaction between oxygen (think ruach or Spirit 
breath) and some sort of fuel (think word of God). In order 
for this reaction to happen, heat must be present. There has 
to be a spark. Remember that old church camp song that 
started “It only takes a spark to get a fire going, and soon 
all those around will warm up to its glowing. That’s how it 
is with God’s love…”? Well, what if God’s love comes 
with purifying heat? What if God’s love comes to burn 
away all of one’s pretense and self-righteousness? Kind of 
loses its warm fuzzy feeling, doesn’t it? 
 
God’s fire looks less like the ever-present gentle eternal 
flame of the sanctuary candle and more like a wildfire that 
switches direction and threatens to consume our very 
beings. Jesus was under fire in the reading from Luke’s 
gospel. Pressures were mounting. He was on his way to  
Word Like FireJerusalem, and he needed people to 
understand that his purpose was to change things–to 
change the form of matter 
and to burn away all that 
does not matter. The words 
are provocative. They do 
not flow like sweet honey 
but rather burn and sear and 
break us open. In doing so, 
the fire and word of faith 
will make of us something 
new, much like a controlled 
burn on the open prairie 
eradicates the weeds that 
threaten to choke next 
season’s tender wheat. 
 
So, fellow bearer of this 
dangerous and renewing, 
this wild and wonderful word of life, are you ready to get 
burned? Are you ready to unleash the gospel flames and 
fan them? Even if you approach this week’s lessons with 
fear and trepidation, remember that you are not alone. You 
stand under the cover of a great cloud of witnesses and in 
the shadow of the cross. You’re already aflame; where 
God is present there is nothing to lose and eternity to gain. 
Blessings. 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

◦ Isaiah 5:1-7 ◦ Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  
◦ Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2 ◦ Luke 12:49-56  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=275
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2013/08/aflame/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 5:1-7 
 

What was the vintner's vision for the vineyard? What did 
he do to accomplish his vision? What happened when the 
crop came in? What did the vintner say he would do with 
the vineyard? What does this parable mean?  What lush 
land have you been given and neglected (both literally 
and figuratively)? What wild grapes have been yielded by 
your community lately?  What are ways that our 
community can practice repentance and confession for 
our “bloodshed” and “cries”?  The Episcopal Church, Jesus 
Walk 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  

How often is "lament" part of your prayer life?  When the 
world as you know it ends, how do you respond to God? 
How has your community responded? What can you learn 
from the psalmist?  When has the pain of the community 
felt like your own personal pain?  When has God seemed 
absent in your life, or the life of the community?  How 
does this psalm, even as lament, express hope?  What, and 
who, needs to be "restored" today?  Weekly Seeds, 
Episcopal Church 

____3rd Reading:  Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2  
 

Who is one of your most unlikely heroes, that is who may 
not be overly successful or powerful but is nevertheless 
“heroic” to you or someone you know?  What might your 
vision of heroes teach us about the people who model faith 
in our faith communities?  What do you remember about 
the characters discussed in this passage, and in what ways 
did they exhibit active faith?  What do you think the writer 
of Hebrews is saying about faith and what it makes us do? 
When we act on faith, upon what do we affix or avoid 
affixing our focus, and why? What do you think verse 40 
means and why? Consider the image laid out in 12:1-2, of 
runners racing in a stadium, with the other finishers 
cheering on from the stands. In what way does their 
example urge us on? What might we do to become part of 
someone else’s “cloud of witnesses?”  Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading:  Luke 12:49-56  

 
What would our world look like if each of us were "on 
fire" with Jesus’ message?  How would we manage 
disagreements and turf battles? How would we manage the 
resources of the earth?  What is the "baptism" Jesus 
awaits? Didn’t John already baptize him? The divisions 
Jesus delineates: to what extent do they sound like a bad 
soap opera? To what extent do they describe the world we 
live in?  Jesus was annoyed that the people could not 
interpret "the present time." What did he mean?  Lesson 

Plans that Work 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
Loving and Gracious God of all nations! 
  
You love justice and hate oppression; 
you give peace to those who seek it, 
and you condemn violence 
wherever it  is in your creation. 
  
Surround us with a great cloud of witnesses 
that we may have faith to live by your word in our 
time, courage and endurance to persevere 
as we face our trials and tribulations. 
  
Give us courage to follow your servants and 
prophets, and to look to Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith. 
  
Amen. 

~ Pastor Asher, Zis-N-Zat 

 

What could be meant by a peace which is not like the 
kind the world gives? It is a peace... stronger than 
suffering. Not a peace without warfare, but peace 
despite warfare, within warfare, beyond warfare. It is 
the peace of a soul that through love has come to 
dwell entirely in heaven and to share in heaven's own 
peace, regardless of anything earthly that can happen 
to it. 
                      ~ Charles de Foucauld, via Suzanne Guthrie,  

                                                       At the Edge of Enclosure 

Geoff Holsclaw's, “Cloud of Witnesses” 
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