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Leftovers for All 

“Man’s best friend” we say.  We sentimentalise and befriend 
dogs in ways that are peculiarly modern and western.  I think 
you will only find dogs referred to positively in one place in 
scripture and that’s in the book of Tobit—when did you last 
hear that in church?  Every other reference portrays them as 
scavenging curs. 
 

The point is easily seen in any African country.  Yes, there are 
plenty of dogs, running loose.  Almost all of them scrawny 
and roaming about sifting and sniffing through rubbish, and 
on the look out for food to steal.  These dogs walk among the 
children playing in the street, it’s obvious that they are not the 
personal possession of any of them.  They are just kind of 
there ... and for the most part they are barely tolerated and or 
ignored.  Mothers who have little enough to feed their children 
don’t toss sausages and crusts to Fido. 
 

In the land where Jesus lived, dogs carried about the same 
social standing as many of their counterparts anywhere in 
Africa today.  Remember when Jesus tells the parable of "The 
Rich Man and Lazarus," Lazarus lays helpless at the gate, and 
Jesus gave us that gruesome little detail about the dogs that 
would come and lick his sores, well, that’s about it in terms of 
the way dogs were regarded. 
 

That’s the kind of worldview from which Jesus makes his 
comment to the Gentile woman in our Gospel this 
morning.  She asks for him to bring healing to her daughter 
and he says, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel... It 
isn't right to take the children's food and throw it to the 
dogs."  A prophet ministering outside the boundaries of Israel 
is like a mother who would deny food to her children and feed 
it to stray dogs instead.  There’s no way you can make that a 
comfortable remark.  I know lots of people have tried—
they’ve said he was testing her faith; that he was stretching her 
courage in way that was good for her.  But I think not.  Why 
not hear it simply as it is? 
 

Certainly such harsh words aren’t what we expect from 
Jesus.  The analogy he uses doesn’t reflect the inclusiveness 
that we believe is part and parcel of his understanding of God 
and the world.  This Jesus who, most of the time, we find 
welcoming sinners and tax collectors, touching lepers, and 
associating with people other people wouldn’t even give the 
time of day—here says something that is harsh, discriminatory 
and insulting.  Yes, Jesus was a person of his time—a first-
century Jew born into a world of boundaries, discrimination 
and exclusion.  It’s so easy to idealise him in a completely 
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unrealistic way.  He was a person of his time.  That’s what being 
a person is—it goes with the territory of incarnation. 
Matthew lets us see that Jesus is human.  This is a Jesus who 
learns and develops—like any of us.  This is a Jesus who has to 
respond to what goes on around him—like any of us.  This is a 
Jesus who doesn’t know everything—like any of us.  This is a 
Jesus who is genuinely human. 
 

But look at the nature of his humanity.  Most of us, most of the 
time, let our personal prejudices, our personal likes and dislikes, 
rule our responses.  It’s hard to step aside from those things and 
see some new possibility outside our own frames of 
reference.  We have to be cajoled and persuaded into the 
effort.  The truth of that is easily seen in the disciples’ 
reaction.  To them the woman is clearly beyond the bounds; a 
nuisance they want to be rid of.  Like the insistent beggar on the 
city corner who tries and tries to stop you walking on—what a 
nuisance. 
 

Jesus does the other thing.  He actually lets the nuisance engage 
him.  This brave woman comes back at him powerfully.  Even 
the analogy is better than his: ‘even the dogs,’ she says, ‘eat the 
crumbs that fall from the table.’  And in the encounter Jesus 
changes—that’s what human’s are really good at when they are 
brave enough to chance it.  The woman teaches Jesus something 
new about the Kingdom—she widens its inclusion to be 
genuinely inclusive.  And Jesus realises the truth of it: ‘Woman, 
great is your faith!’ 
 

Somebody said, the day you can no longer change is the day you 
stop being a human being.  Well, Jesus is a human being, and 
this day he changes.  His outlook, his worldview we might call it 
now, is lifted to something new.  Let Jesus be our exemplar: we 
must dare to let our outlooks be changed too.  We must dare to 
truly engage with the world and let life’s encounters work with 
what we know of God and so shape our living and 
understanding.  According to Matthew the gospel writer in this 
difficult story, that is a Jesus thing to do. 
 

A brave and faithful woman challenges Jesus, and he discovers, 
and we discover too, that it doesn’t matter whether you’re a 
Canaanite from Tyre or Sidon or anywhere else.  All those 
boundaries and barriers we make so much of: ethnicity, class, 
nationality, upbringing—so many barriers, so many divisions—
none of them matter.  What matters is the person before God—
every single person.  As St Paul puts it, there is no longer Jew or 
Gentile, slave or free, male or female. The 'dividing wall of 
hostility' is broken down in Christ.  It’s hard to think of God’s 
grace as leftovers, but isn’t that what this story says? There are 
enough leftovers for ALL. 
                                                                   ~ Preacher Rhetorica 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=155
https://www.preacherrhetorica.com/proper-15a.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 45:1-15 
 

How do you handle hurt? Think of a time someone hurt 
you. What was your reaction and response to that person 
when you first saw them after they’d hurt you?  Why do 
you think Joseph had everyone but his brothers leave his 
presence? Who would have been surrounding Joseph? 
What do they represent?  Was Joseph successful in 
keeping the moment private? Does that have any 
significance? What is Joseph’s first question to his 
brothers?  Why do you think Joseph’s brothers were 
terrified at Joseph’s self-revealing?   What does Joseph 
tell his brothers? What reason does Joseph give for being 
in Egypt?  What does Joseph say God did through him? 
For what purpose? What does Joseph ask his brothers to 
do?  Have you given your hurt to God? What has God 
done with it?  How have you seen God work through the 
events in your life?  Lake Grove Presbyterian  

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 133 

 
Do you believe the words of verse 1 are true? Why or 
why not?  What would have to happen to make verse 1 a 
reality in your community?  This psalm was likely sung 
during the celebration of Israel’s annual festivals each 
year (see Exodus 29:7 or Leviticus 8:12 for more 
context). With this in mind, what metaphorical 
significance do you think the details of verses 2-3 might 
have?  What practical things could you do to help your 
own community to reflect the characteristics of this 
psalm? The end of verse 3 adds a remarkable timeframe 
to the scope of the Lord's blessing. What does this tell you 
about the already/not-yet aspect of the way God blesses 
us?  Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  
 

Why do you think Paul finds it important to reaffirm God’s 
love for the Jewish people? How does he prove that God’s 
not finished with the Jewish people?  Explain what Paul 
might mean that the inclusion of the Gentiles in the 
Kingdom might actually help bring the Jewish people to 
faith?  Why, according to Paul, does God allow 
disobedience?  According to Paul, what is our relationship 
as Christians to the Jewish people… and to the Jewish 
faith? Should our relationship with them be any different 
than our relationship with others?  What should our 
response to anti-Semitism or any other racial prejudices 
and discrimination? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28  

Knowing all of the cleanliness rules of the Old Testament, 
the rules about what one should eat and not eat, what do 
you think the crowd’s reaction was when Jesus said that it 
mattered not what they ate?  Having caught their attention, 
he now tells them what does matter – and that is our words.  
What may he have been pointing to in talking about this? 
What does this mean for us today?  The second part of the 
Gospel is the story about the Canaanite woman who comes 
to him begging Jesus to heal her daughter. At first, Jesus 
tries to ignore her because she is not from Israel.  He does 
not speak to her, nor does he send her away. What might 
this be about?  Why do you think he tried to turn her away?  
What does her response say about her belief in Jesus’ 
power? How can we demonstrate our own faith?  Lesson 
Plans that Work 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

With open arms You welcome all who call on Your 
name—  
who acknowledge You as Lord, and look to You in 
faith. No one stands outside the circle of Your mercy 
and love. And so we come to offer You our 
worship—  
to declare that You are our God,  
and that we are Your people,  
called and chosen by You from the very beginning. 
Through the presence of Your Holy Spirit open our 
eyes to see  
You here; open our minds to receive Your truth, and 
our mouths to speak and sing Your praise.  
For You alone are God— worthy of all praise and 
worship, now and to the end of time.  
Amen  

Who is learning the message of mercy here? Some 
commentators write that Jesus purposefully ignores 
the Canaanite woman to draw her into boldness. 
Others suggest this encounter marks the turning point 
in Jesus' own consciousness, confronting his limited 
perception of the wider mission at hand. I favor the 
second interpretation, that Jesus grows in mercy and 
compassion as he meets the deepening challenges of 
his ministry. 
 

I found myself drawn to the woman's prayer for 
mercy. 
 

Mercy is an attribute of God aspired to by human 
beings. God/Mercy sends Christ to be born among us 
which makes Jesus' own expanding sense of mercy 
more poignant. Faithfulness demands basic acts of 
mercy and human loving-kindness. Meeting the 
challenges of mercy expands the boundaries of 
compassion. Perhaps, this continual growing in 
compassion is the reason for living.  

Tender mercies.    

 ~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=155
http://storage.cloversites.com/lakegrovepresbyterianchurch/documents/E100_week3_discussionQs.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=155
https://kencastor.com/2013/06/25/study-guide-psalm-133/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=155
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50206719e4b03f6f4d18a86b/t/53eaccafe4b09c55b3afd6bc/1407896751784/mental081714.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=155
https://lessonplansthatwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2014/08/LPTW-Proper-15A-All.pdf
https://lessonplansthatwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2014/08/LPTW-Proper-15A-All.pdf
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