
But in order to preserve that truncated view of peace many, 
many people and cultural groups were oppressed, kept 
from full cultural expression, forced to use a language that 
wasn’t theirs, prohibited from following some of their 
religious practices. 

That isn’t peace. And it certainly isn’t justice. 

When we promote real justice and thereby seek true peace, 
we may anger the powers that be (whether they are 
capitalist, socialist, communist, Democratic, Republican, 
or Independent). When we seek liberty and justice for all 
as a religious practice—and we can’t even all seem to 
agree about what that kind of justice looks like—we may 
find ourselves creating division. Jesus certainly found that 
to be true. 

In our culture, we try to thread the needle that allows us 
to make peace (and justice) and also attempt to keep the 
peace. Honestly, they are both laudable goals. 

And they are also often difficult to accomplish. 

~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 

The Radical Nature of the Gospel 
 

Division isn’t something I’m all that crazy about. 
Especially right now, in this incredibly divisive political 
season. I want us all to be harmonious and unified over 
the things that are really important, and not worry too 
much about the things that aren’t. 

Maybe everyone feels 
that way (except for the 
few who live for 
division and 
controversy). The 
problem is, of course, 
that we can’t agree on 
the really important 
things. 

That may be what Jesus has in mind here: 

‘Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on, 
five in one household will be divided, three against two 
and two against three; they will be divided: 
father against son 
and son against father, 
mother against daughter 
and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’  [from Luke 
12] 

I’m guessing the disciples must be pretty confused by 
this. I know I am. “Do you think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth?” 

Well, yes, actually. 

Jesus said a lot of things about peace. I love to preach 
about peace and unity and think they are some of the 
most important principles by which his followers stand. 

He’s making an important rhetorical point here. Yes, 
peace is important. But so is justice. Real peace brings 
justice. The famous Pax Romana (Roman Peace) of the 
time wasn’t true peace at all. It may have 
embodied one of the signs of peace—the absence of war. 
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Were life, religion, politics, etc., to be less 
about who wins and more about what 

matters and why it matters — to ourselves, 
to others —  

I suspect things might be different. 
 

~ Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher 

https://melissabanesevier.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/the-radical-nature-of-the-gospel/
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
 

As Christians, and as churches, what “fruit” does God 
expect of us? What things did the vineyard owner do to 
make a perfect environment for his vineyard? From your 
own knowledge of biblical history, how did God 
continually prepare his “people” to be a vineyard? These 
vines were not simply infertile… they produced bad fruit. 
What was their fruit, and why was it – in a way – worse 
than producing no fruit at all? When the grapes did not 
produce the desired fruit, what did the vineyard owner do 
in response? Do you feel it was fair? How does this 
correspond to what God allowed in Israel’s situation? 
How has God prepared us, as today’s Christians and faith 
communities, to be his “vineyard?” Do you think God 
expects the same fruit from all of us? Or might God’s 
expectations differ according to different persons, 
different communities, and different cultures? Faith 
Element 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
 

What is the most ridiculous way you have heard someone 
use the word love? What sort of metaphor does this psalm 
use to help us visualize the church? Who cultivated the 
garden of Israel, and who sent the boars into the garden to 
destroy it? What is the fundamental problem with Israel 
that brought such destruction upon them? Can you catch a 
vision for the needs of our family and our church? Are 
you aware of the 
struggles of the body 
of our local church or 
even the church as a 
whole in this 
country? How does 
the weakness of the 
church affect our 
individual family? 
Generations 

____3rd Reading: Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2  
 

Are you familiar with the prosperity gospel? If so, how 
would you describe it? From this passage, what do we 
learn about the relationship between faith in Christ and 
lived experience? What are some reasons that God might 
not deliver someone from temporal suffering like what is 
described in vv. 36- 38? Why does it matter that apart 
from us, these heroes of the faith were not made perfect? 
How does this passage help us persevere in our faith? 
South Church 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 12:49-56 

 
What did Jesus mean when He said, “I came to cast fire 
on the earth”? What was Jesus’ baptism to be baptized 
with?  Why was He distressed about it? Jesus said He has 
not to bring peace but division.  How is Jesus the great 
divider? Does this mean living as a divided people is 
okay? Who is divided by Jesus according to verses 52-
53? What are some divisions we are struggling with in 
our world today? How do we as Christians work to move 
beyond these divisions? First Baptist Scott City 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Loving and Gracious God of all nations! 
You love justice and hate oppression; 
you give peace to those who seek it, 
and you condemn violence 
wherever it  is in your creation. 
Surround us with a great cloud of witnesses 
that we may have faith to live by your word in our 
time, 
courage and endurance to persevere 
as we face our trials and tribulations. 
Give us courage to follow your servants and 
prophets, and to 
look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 
Amen. 
 

~ Pastor Asher, Zis-N-Zat 

Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth?                    
No, I tell you, but rather division!           
From now on five in one household will be divided, 
three against two and two against three.  
                                                  ~ Luke 12.51-52 

Whether you are among the two or the three the 
gospel will be controversial and someone will 
oppose you. What you believe, even who you are 
will trouble some. Stand. There is no pleasing 
others. 

Beware of posing as someone acceptable. You 
may pretend— the costumes are easily available— 
but when you forget it’s a mask it will suffocate 
you. 

The pine is not convinced to be an ash; the 
sparrow is not ashamed among finches. All of 
them sing of one glory, the many-voiced song of 
God. Let the crowd make their divisions, and 
divisions of divisions— you know better. 

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light 
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