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The Wide, Wide World 

Yesterday, it was the Cheerios box. At lunch time, it was 
sitting on the floor next to the table. Not spilt or thrown or 
even knocked over. Probably set down there deliberately 
to make more space on the breakfast table. Or to be a 
castle wall against an invading army. Or something. 
Anyway, I noticed it sitting down there at lunchtime and 
didn’t feel I needed to say anything about it. Until Blue 
noticed it and nudged it with his feet. I said that he should 
keep his feet still. (I didn’t bend over to pick up the box.) 
Talk moved on and we kept eating. But I knew that there 
were toes investigating under the table. Then I heard the 
box tip over. I didn’t need to look. But I told him that I 
knew what happened. And that I wasn’t happy about it. I 
reminded him that he likes Cheerios for breakfast and if he 
kicked over the box and spilt them out on the floor, there 
would be less breakfast to eat tomorrow. I kept my eyes 
away from the floor. He looked down, a bit mad to have 
been noticed, a bit astonished that I’d seen. 

In the past couple of weeks, he’s been trying on a few 
things in his newly acquired big-brother status. I’m trying 
to balance giving him good attention and keeping him in 
line. It seems to mainly consist of letting him know that I 
can see what he’s up to. 

I guess that’s the game with our little Plum, too. He’s 
settling in, but inevitably these newborn days have their 
fair share of noisiness. We’re doing the tiring work of 
being there with him in his fussiness, helping him to know 
that we are close by and that he isn’t alone. 

When it gets too much and too loud, Beangirl retreats into 
a book. Blue’s been following suit, but he’s having a 
trickier time of it. 

  He’s just trying to  
  get attention. 

  Yes he is, my Blue,  
   and that’s not a  
   bad thing. We’re  
   supposed to pay  
   attention to him.  
   That’s how he  
   learns to trust. 

And I find myself again in one of those moments of 
parenting when my kids hold up a mirror and show me 
myself, and I see again what it means to call God Father. 

“Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far 
off? Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see 
them? says the Lord.” 

God’s nearness is not a comfort in this passage, but a 
warning. Jeremiah voices God’s lament against prophets 
whose easy words speak more of the desires of their own 
hearts than the word of God. God reminds them that they 
are not hidden and that God is not far way. God is close 
enough to see and hear all that we do. 

God is close enough to see our kicking feet under any 
table. And close enough to care what we are up to. At 
times, this can feel uncomfortably close. 

But God’s distance would not be comfortable, either. Too 
often, we feel small in the too-wide world. We hide as a 
way of coping, but we hide to be found. We put distance 
around us. We try to get attention. And wherever and 
however we hide, God seeks and finds us. 

“Do I not fill heaven and earth?” 

And here we are with our Father God – both near by and 
far away because God fills all. There’s a warning and a 
promise.  Filling heaven and earth means being present in 
all times and places. God’s presence in the wide world 
enables our prayers for those far away from us. God’s 
presence in our hearts enables us to learn to trust. When 
we hold God at arm’s length, trying to create a secret 
place, we leave room for prophets who lie rather than 
those who listen and then speak the hard God-given 
words we need to hear. 

We call God Father and nothing is outside His household. 

We are seen and loved. We may kick our feet and call for 
attention, but gently and strongly we’re reminded that we 
are seen and called and shaped into God’s image. We are 
held close. We are filled. 

And in the dark when we awake, feeling alone and crying 
out in the night, God is close. 

~ Katie Munnik, Presbyterian Record 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 

 
August 14, 2016  
Proper 15C / Ordinary 20C / Pentecost +13  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Isaiah 5:1-7 ◦ Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  
◦ Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2 ◦ Luke 12:49-56  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=275
http://presbyterianrecord.ca/2013/08/12/wide-wide-world/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
 

Isaiah sings about his friend's vineyard: “Why, when I 
looked for the crop of grapes, did it bring forth wild 
grapes?” What kind of “grapes” will God find in your 
vineyard?  The owner was devoted to the vineyard and 
did all this work to produce a bountiful harvest. What was 
the job of the vineyard? How did it fail? What is the 
lesson here?  Do we need consequences today?  Is 
forgiveness enough? This is a great parenting metaphor – 
very rarely do parents want to punish their children, but 
they are often left with no other choice. Children need to 
learn the difference between right and wrong – is the 
same true of the human race?  Our faith is grounded in the 
forgiveness of sins – but is this the absence of 
consequences? Do we still need consequences in our lives 
today? What would our faith look like?  St. Louis 
University Sunday Web Site, Preaching in Pumps 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  
 

How often is "lament" part of your prayer life?  When has 
the pain of the community felt like your own personal 
pain?  When has God seemed absent in your life, or the 
life of the community?  How does this psalm, even as 
lament, express hope?  What, and who, needs to be 
"restored" today?  United Church of Christ  

____3rd Reading: Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2 
 

From whom did you first learn about faith?  What was one 
of the first things you learned about faith from this person?  
If you were a first-century Jewish Christian experiencing 
persecution, how would these consequences encourage or 
discourage your perseverance in faith?  What is the effect 
of naming notable Old Testament characters along with 
nameless others?  If you were in that original audience, 
how would you interpret the assertion in the second half of 
verse 40 about your “perfecting” the faith of others before 
you?  First Presbyterian Church, Rockaway, NJ 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 12:49-56  

Reflect on the Jesus who brings peace, and the Jesus who 
comes “to bring fire.” How do you reconcile these 
seemingly disparate aspects of Jesus?  Think about the 
story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32.)  Reflect on 
Luke 15:25-32 (the elder son’s response). Have you ever 
seen or experienced this type of situation – in which a 
reconciliation or a change for the good results in new 
divisions and new conflicts?  What connections can you 
see between the story of the Prodigal Son and today’s 
passage?  Jesus is merciful – which we tend to love – and 
he comes to judge – which tends to disturb us and to divide 
us.  What are the larger divisions within our society and 
our world that the gospel might bring?  What are some of 
the ways in which the gospel is at odds with our society 
and our world? In what situations do you think Jesus is 
likely to be merciful? In what situations do you think Jesus 
is likely to come in judgment? How do you experience 
Christ’s mercy and judgment in your own life?  Yucaipa 
Methodist Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Jesus, 
bring us from our sometimes love to always,  

from our maybe's and not todays  
to the unconditional love  

you have shown us 
in your every  

breath.  
 

Breathe on us  
and let our spark make the earth blaze  

with your 
love.  

 
~ The Sunday Website, St. Louis University 

After reading the words of the psalmist, I paused 
and looked at the world around me with new 
eyes, with a different lens that embraced the 
angst of the psalmist looking at the pain of a 
suffering community. The words of the psalmist 
bring to mind an unnamed truth, unpleasant 
realities that provide very few words to describe 
the angst brought on by community suffering. 
Has your heart ever been so burdened that you 
had no words to explain how you were feeling, 
and wanted to cry out in anguish? 
 
When we cry out for justice on behalf of people 
and community because our souls refuse to be 
well amidst the devastation and injury we see, 
that is the psalm of lament. After the lament, 
maybe, just maybe we too can sing, "It is well, it 
is well, with my soul," as we appreciate the 
presence of God with us in time of trouble.  
 

~ An excerpt by Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson  

“But Jesus, who in this vision informed me of all 
that is needed by me, answered with these words 
and said: ‘It was necessary that there should be sin; 
but all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all 
manner of thing shall be well.”       ~ Julie of Norwich 
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