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◦ Acts 4:32-35 ◦ Psalm 133
◦ 1 John 1:1 - 2:2 ◦ John 20:19-31
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Easter People
“What is a ‘Easter people’?”
That was the question that a 4-year old child in my
congregation asked me on the way out the door on Easter
Sunday just a few days ago. We had just sung one of my
favorite Easter hymns and the unfamiliar expression in the
song caught his attention. Kneeling down beside him I
told him that “Easter people” are people who lived their
lives as if the story we just told about Jesus being raised
from the dead was really true. Then I stood up, rubbed his
bright red buzzed head, and told him that we’d have the
next few weeks to figure out what it means together.
The work of figuring out what it means to be an “Easter
people,” is precisely the task of these 50 days of Easter.
This week’s texts do a wonderful job setting us up to
consider the deep implications of being a people who
believe that God doesn’t leave dead things dead.
Through each of the texts of this Sunday’s appointed
Scripture we see concrete implications of what happens
when the Resurrection takes hold of the lives of
individuals and communities.
There is the movement from hiding in fear to the
courageous witness, “We have seen the Lord!” by the
disciples in John’s gospel. There is the gift of peace
offered by the empowering breath of the Holy Spirit.
There is the commissioning of the disciples with the
power to forgive. In the lessons from Acts and the Epistles
we see marks of unity, generosity, and fellowship. The
individuals who encounter the risen Christ in the power of
God’s Spirit aren’t just transformed as individuals, but
they are made into a new kind of community, an “Easter
people.”
These texts remind us that there are social and economic
implications to being “Easter people.” If the Resurrection
showcases the extravagant generosity and abundance of
God then the early church’s social and economic practice
of sharing all things in common and relieving the needs of
the vulnerable in their midst became one mark of what it
means to be an “Easter people.” Likewise, the community
in the epistle lesson from 1 John is clearly wrestling with
what it means to be a people who embody the forgiveness
and grace of cross and resurrection.

For most of the folks that sit in the pews of churches where
I preach on Sundays, that Resurrection would make such
strong demands on their lives is an uncomfortable
suggestion, and not really such good news after all. On the
whole the Church has made good business of allowing
folks to believe that their “faith” doesn’t have implications
for their Monday thru Saturday lives at home, at work, at
school, and in the marketplace as members of a local and
global community.
A dear friend of mine keeps on her refrigerator a quote by
Sister Helen Prejean, the Catholic nun made famous by the
adaptation of her life in the movie Dead Man Walking.
Prejean writes, “I pay attention to what I do so I know
what I believe.” Every time I see that quote I find myself
wondering if the life that I live—and the life of my
community of faith—“bears powerful witness to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 4:33) or not. If I am
honest, there is still plenty of evidence of fear, anxiety,
disunity, selfishness, and unforgiveness in my own life and
that of my congregation.
We are not yet fully the “Easter people” that God’s grace
is making us to be. Not yet.
But there are signs that Easter’s courage, peace, unity,
generosity, and forgiveness have begun to infect our lives,
witnessing to a reality greater than ourselves: *the five
year old who eagerly serves communion each week and
blesses us with her own benediction, the opening of our
doors every Friday during the winter months to feed and
house our neighbors without homes, unused Sunday
School classrooms opened to trouble youth, and the gifts
of fair parking being shared with neighbors near and far.
Like the disciples during those the first days following the
Resurrection, our congregations are not often much to look
at. In the midst of a world where evil, sin, and death roar
louder than the quiet sounds of peace, of sharing and of
forgiveness,” Easter people” may often go unnoticed. But,
friends, it is Easter now and the powers of death have lost
their sting. May we be so blessed as to be able to find and
name “the abundance of grace at work” among the Easter
people of this world on this day and every day (Acts 4:33).
~ Jessie Larkins,
Ekklesia Project
*This section substituted
with reflections from our
own congregation.

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 4:32-35
As human beings, we are often driven to get stuff and to
keep stuff – even at great personal cost. Why do you think
this is so? What kind of mood do you feel in this passage
among those early Christians? The first verse of our
passage holds a key to our understanding. Why does the
writer say that the believers shared everything they had?
Why do you think this caused them to share so freely?
Did the Christ-followers share only with each other?
Consider for a moment all the things these men and
women had experienced since Jesus’ crucifixion – the
resurrection, Jesus’ appearances, his ascension,
Pentecost... what did these events teach the followers
about themselves? About God? About the world and the
things they owned? Do you think that the writer is
implying that we should give away all of our possessions?
If not, what do you think he was trying to convey through
this story? Why do you think it is so difficult for us to let
go of our fear about having material possessions? How
would our lives look like if we viewed our material
possessions through eyes of faith? How would our
churches look? Our communities? Faith Element
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 133

God doesn’t just want us to love Him (worship); He also
wants us to love His family (fellowship). How are the two
(love for God and love for His family) related? What
does Christian fellowship look like? How is it best
expressed? How might the church change if we all
thought of it as a family and not simply an institution or
organization? Relationships, not achievements or the
acquisition of things, are what matters most in life. So
why do we often allow our relationships to get the short
end of the stick? In what practical ways can we express
love for others in the church family? What does your
level of involvement in the church say about your love for
God’s family? What can you do to promote and protect
unity in our church family right now? What practical step
can you take this week to connect with another believer at
a genuine, heart-to-heart level? North Shore Community
Baptist Church

Praying Toward Sunday
Grant us, God,
the grace to see ourselves as others see us creatures of your making: wholly loved.
In the busyness of this week,
awaken us to your presence
in the smiles and glances of those we meet.
Shape our hearts to delight in the gifts of
each and every day. Amen.

~ Pictou United Church

With a kindly countenance our good Lord looked into
his side, and he gazed with joy, and with his sweet
regard he drew his creature’s understanding into his
side by the same wound; and there he revealed a fair
and delectable place, large enough for all mankind that
will be saved and will rest in peace and in love. And
with that he brought to mind the dear and precious
blood and water which he suffered to be shed for
love. And in this sweet sight he showed his blessed
heart split in two, and as he rejoiced he showed to my
understanding a part of his blessed divinity, as much as
was his will at that time, strengthening my poor soul to
understand what can be said, that is the endless love
which was without beginning and is
and always shall be.
~ Julian of Norwich 1342-c.1416, Showings, ch.24, Paulist
Press,p.220-221, via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: 1 John 1:1 - 2:2
Who is Jesus? How do other religions or people define
who Jesus is? When did Jesus begin? Why is it important
to know that Jesus has always been, and what does that tell
us about Him? What is the purpose of light? Why are we
afraid of the light when we are living in ‘darkness’? What
does a person’s life look like when he or she is living in the
light? We have all lived in darkness, but how do we move
from the darkness into the light? What is fellowship and
why you believe it’s important? Take time to review 1
John 1:5-10. Based on this passage, if there’s a break in
fellowship what’s the cause or reason for that break?
Unlimited Potential

____4th Reading: John 20:19-31
When are these scriptures taking place? Why are the
disciples so terrified? Why do you suppose the first thing
Jesus says to them is “Peace be with you”? Why would
Jesus “breathe” on them? (The word for “breath” and
“spirit” are the same in Hebrew/) In verse 23 we
understand that what Jesus is saying has to do with the
priest’s power to accept penance and pronounce
forgiveness. How might this be applied to each of us?
Notice how Jesus deals with Thomas' doubt. What
implications do we see for helping others in their doubt?
Where do you find yourself in this story? What would you
do if you were one of the disciples and Jesus appeared in
your midst? Can you think of a time Jesus appeared in
your midst? What was that like? Lesson Plans that Work

These wounds will be transformed into a
sign of forgiveness through the love of Jesus
and will bring people together in love.

