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“Wave your flag, but DON’T touch the treasury!” 
 
Crowds are fickle.  Watch the supporters of any 
professional sports franchise and you will see. When the 
team is winning the stadiums are full, when the team hits a 
losing streak, the gate monies diminish. 
 
Be they political supporters, pop idol followers, or sports 
fans; crowds are at their best when they are cheering on a 
winner. 
 
Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey was a public 
relations winner.  The messiah hungry crowd witnessed 
and interpreted the arrival as it was cast in the all the old 
testament trappings and nuances of a royal arrival to the 
capital.  This was a hero’s welcome.  This was the 
Jerusalem equivalent of a ticker tape parade, or a 
coronation cavalcade. 
 
The mystery that confronts me every time I reflect on this 
passage however, is how quickly this crowd in Jerusalem 
changes their mind and their allegiance.  If we follow the 
liturgical sequence and timing, which may not be quite the 
lost historical schedule, we have Jesus the victor on Palm 
Sunday and Jesus the villain by Thursday night!  That is a 
serious drop in the ratings! I doubt Charlie Sheen nor 
Tiger Woods could top that! 
 
What could Jesus possibly have done in one week that so 
disillusioned his supporters that they turned on him, called 
for a criminal in his place, and were happy to see him 
killed? 
 
Perhaps the key to understanding this falling away lies in 
what Jesus does when he gets inside Jerusalem.  He goes 
and overthrows the tables of the money lenders in the 
temple. 
 
I remember reading somewhere that at the time of Jesus, 
almost the whole economy of the temple was based upon 
the temple and its sacrificial system.  The buying and 
selling of sacrificial animals, and the forex generated by 
changing money into the exclusive temple currency.  The 
religious industry was what made Jerusalem work 
economically. 
 
If you ask me as a white South African, who has lived 
long enough to be immersed in Apartheid for 37 years of 
my life and the New South Africa for the balance (since 
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1994),  “What ended Apartheid?” I would tell you what 
brought the Apartheid regime to the negotiation table was 
primarily economics. The sanction blockade enforced by 
the global community made the old ways 
unworkable.  What is important not to forget is that at the 
heart of that sanctions campaign was a diminutive, ever 
smiling Archbishop named Desmond Tutu.  If the 
Apartheid rulers could have crucified him they would 
have!  You challenge my treasury at your peril.  Hadn’t 
the Nazareth Rabbi said it, “Where your treasure is, your 
heart will be also”? 
 
The arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem, turned out to be, not the 
arrival of a club member who would endorse the status 
quo and conform to the messianic agenda formulated by 
the stakeholders; but rather emerged to be the arrival of a 
table turning radical, who had justice at his core. Once 
that realization dawned, assassination and not worship 
was on the agenda. 
 
A Jesus who “refuses to be an insider but who always 
sides with the outsider”, as Richard Rohr puts it, will 
always upset our carefully laid economic tables and status 
quo scenarios. 
 
I have some understanding for the fickle crowd.  I have 
felt their vacillation in my own heart.  The real, radical 
Jesus, from time to time, evokes deep visceral anger in 
my carefully crafted concepts. At these moments of 
challenge I could gladly do away with him. 
 
It is at times like those, with Jesus upturning my values 
and attitudes, that I fight hard to remember the words of 
Martin Luther King Jr., “The truth will set you free, as 
Jesus said.  But first it will make you very angry!” 
 
Angry enough to kill? 
                                          ~ Peter Woods, The Listening Hermit 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=29
https://thelisteninghermit.com/2011/04/12/wave-your-flag-but-dont-touch-the-treasury-palm-sunday/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  
 

You probably know today’s psalm better than you realize. 
Take a moment to read the whole Psalm.  Note that the 
psalmist intends to publicly worship God, verses 19-20 
refer to specific worship places. Because the writer is 
likely a king, this would be a very public event. Why is 
this kind of worship – public affirmation and 
thanksgiving – so important to our spiritual lives?  Right 
now, it our lives, we aren’t able to gather for public 
worship, yet it just as important, if not more important 
than ever before.  How are you meeting this need right 
now in your life?  If you aren’t, what can you do to make 
sure you are meeting that need?  Faith Element 

____Gospel Reading:  Matthew 21:1-11 
 

What are some memories you have of Palm Sunday? Did 
you have any family traditions?  The laying down of a 
cloak was a sign of submission. The palm branch was a 
symbol of nationalism. What are some of the dangers of 
putting a political twist on your religious beliefs?  The 
crowd shouted “Hosanna” which is a Hebrew word 
meaning “save”. Basically they are saying “Save us son of 
a king.” How do you respond when Jesus doesn’t meet 
your expectations, even if your expectations were 
completely wrong?  Holy Week is also known as Passion 
Week. The word Passion comes from the Latin term 
“Passio” which means suffer. Jesus came as a suffering 
servant and a triumphant king. In different seasons of your 
life how do you relate to these two contrasting images of 
Jesus?  The crowd recognized Jesus as a prophet from 
Nazareth in Galilee. They didn’t fully acknowledge Him as 
the Messiah. A prophet would still be honored during that 
time. What is the difference between honoring Jesus and 
recognizing Him as the Messiah? How do people today 
honor Jesus, but not recognize Him as the Messiah? See 
Him as a King, but only on Sunday or Easter?  What are 
some activities you can do this next week to stay focused 
on the true meaning of Easter?  First MB Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O Christ, you entered the city as a poor man 
not in style but simply, 
yet still you caused uproar, and questions 
everywhere; 
you drew the expectations of a hungry crowd, 
and brought buried conflicts to the light. 
 
May we, who are sometimes swayed by the crowd's 
approval, 
and who often avoid conflict 
for fear of its cost to us, 
hold fast to the gospel of peace and justice 
and follow faithfully in your way of compassion and 
solidarity 
with those who are poor and excluded, 
wherever it may lead us. Amen. 
 
~ Kathy Galloway, Monthly Prayers, Christian Aid  

Faith 

Jesus presents some street theater, 
the new life enacted among us. 
People love it for the moment, 
but the Powers will have him killed, and he knows it. 
He has a week to live. 
How’s he going to create a kingdom? 
One week. How’s he going to change the world? 
 

He comes on a donkey. He talks. He heals. 
No power, no strategy. 
Really, not even a kingdom. 
 

No plan but this: just 
love people, and forgive them. 
Share a meal. Wash their feet. 
Love them and forgive them. 
And trust God with the rest. 
 

That’s it. No other power, no plan. 
Just love and trust God, 
who takes our love 
and heals the world with it. 
 

This is Jesus' faith: 
Do what you can. Do it with love. 
Bless and heal and forgive along the way. 
And trust that’s good enough for God. 
It was good enough for Jesus. 
 

Facing your trials, dealing with conflict, 
confronting injustice, small as you are: 
do what you can, do it with love, 
bless and heal and forgive, 
and trust God. 
 

That alone will change the world. 
That alone will save. 
Watch. 

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light  
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