
“Thus says the Lord who makes a way in the sea, a path in 
the mighty waters, who brings out chariot and horse, army 
and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are 
extinguished, quenched like a wick:” (43:16-17) 

Comforting. 

For a moment. 

Just when we are feeling safe and reassured we are told “Do 
not remember the former things, or consider the things of 
old.” The passage does not even end with a period. It finishes 
with a colon. 

“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things 
of old. I am about to do anew thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it?” 

And my heart skips a beat. My stomach tightens. “What do 
you mean “Do not remember the former things?!” What are 
you talking about? I can trust you because I know of your 
former things, how you took us out of slavery, walked with 
us through the wilderness, loved us despite our failings. I 
know that you promised after the great flood that you would 
never again set out to destroy all humankind. You gave us 
the rainbow as a sign. I was counting on that. 

But the text does not miss a beat, no matter how many my 
heart misses. “I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers 
in the desert….I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the 
desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I 
formed for myself so that they might declare my 
praise.” (43:19b-21) 

And I am reassured. My Jesus had an open and embracing 
heart. There were none whom he did not love. And I take 
heart. The new thing is that we are all now God’s chosen 
people, whom God has formed 
and to whom God promises 
water in the wilderness. It is 
not that the promise is broken. 
It is that it has been expanded. 
We are the ones for whom 
God provides water in the 
wilderness and rivers in the 
desert. We will not thirst, even 
in these most difficult times.  

~ Rev. Dr. Anita Farber-
Robertson, uuchristian.org 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

All Shall Be Well 

We are living in difficult times. The challenges we face 
vary. Even with the coming of the spring and the 
embodiment of resurrection all around us, it may be hard to 
believe with Julien of Norwich that all will be well, and all 
will be well. 

For some it is the anxiety of what is. Unemployment, 
family in crises, relationships strained or broken, disease, 
debt, homelessness, loneliness. For others it is the anxiety 
of what might be up ahead -unemployment, family in 
crises, relationships strained or broken, disease, debt, 
homelessness, loneliness. The list of course is not 
comprehensive. You know your own fears and your own 
heartaches. And you join the rest of us who try to find a 
faithful response, a way where there is no way, a heart that 
will find strength, comfort and even wisdom in our trust in 
God. What a challenge! 

I remember trying to write a paper when I was working on 
my Masters in Divinity. My young children were running 
around the house, my husband doing his chores, and I was 
sitting at the typewriter (yes we used typewriters in those 
days!) staring at a blank piece of paper, paralyzed. I could 
not write. I could not think of how to start. I could not 
imagine getting this done. 

My husband saw me working myself into a panic, took me 
by the hand, and led me out of my study and into a more 
neutral zone. “Sit down,” he said. I sat. He put his hands on 
my shoulders, looked into my eyes and said calmly, “Anita, 
you have done this before. You have been worried before 
that you won’t have anything to say. You have worried 
before that you did not know your material. You have 
panicked before. And then you have gotten hold of yourself 
and written the paper. You always have. You did it before 
and you will do it again; you know how to do this.” I still 
feel his firm hands on my shoulders 35 years later. He stood 
me up, turned me around, faced me toward the study. “Go. 
You can do it.” And I did. 

Warren might not have consciously gotten that wisdom 
from the Bible, but he knew, even as I knew that God 
always started the instructions for difficult things with the 
reminder that we had been taken safely out of Egypt. And 
sure enough in Isaiah, there it is again. The passage begins: 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21 
 

What are the anxieties in your life? The ones to which 
you cling? The ones that seem to cling to you? What 
would it take for you to trust God, that a way will be 
found through the wilderness? Is the reassurance of 
scripture enough? Can you trust that God will be present 
to walk with you through difficult times? To rejoice with 
you in times of celebration? What would it take for you to 
trust God? In this time of Lent, and preparation for Easter, 
we know that there must be a death before there can be 
resurrection. What old thing(s) in your life must die for 
the new thing to come forth. Can you allow it? What 
would it take? uuchristian.org 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 126 

 
The writer of this psalm looks back through history in 
verses 1-3. Looking at verses 1-2, go through each 
descriptive line of what the author is remembering. How 
do they lead to the writer's conclusion in verse 3? How 
does knowing what God has done in the past offer 
encouragement to the uncertain circumstances that you 
face in life? What "history" do you have in your own life 
where God "restored" you? The writer seems to indicate 
that God's people are going through another season of 
difficulty. But in this context, what does the writer 
envision for God's people? In what ways does the Gospel 
make verses 4-6 a reality? Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14  
 

Think about a goal you accomplished in your life. What 
sacrifices did you need to make in order to accomplish the 
goal? What value do you place upon knowing Christ? 
How is this reflected in your personal Bible study time, 
prayer, and service? What would you consider to be 
benchmarks for spiritual maturity? Does someone need to 
spend ____ minutes reading their Bible or ____ minutes 
in daily prayer to be considered spiritually mature? What 
does participating in Christ’s sufferings look like? Does 
“suffering” differ depending upon perception? What is the 
difference between being religious and knowing Christ? 
What steps can you take to prioritize your day to reflect 
the importance of knowing Christ? Life Group Questions 

 
____4th Reading: John 12:1-8  

 
What kinds of things do we do for each other on special 
occasions - birthdays, weddings, anniversaries – not only 
gifts, but acts? Do you consider these unnecessary gifts 
and actions a waste of money, time and energy? Jesus 
was not a typical guest - what had he recently done for 
Mary that might have prompted such strong devotion? Be 
honest – do you agree with Judas, even a little?? Now 
consider that Mary is saying “thank you” for Lazarus’ 
restoration. How do her actions foreshadow the 
extravagant things Jesus would soon do? When seen in 
light of what Jesus would soon sacrifice, does Mary’s act 
seem more appropriate? Consider Jesus’ statement in 
verse 8. Now that we no longer have Jesus with us, are 
these kinds of extravagant acts still necessary? Though 
it’s not physically possible to replicate Mary’s act today, 
what are some extravagant and even “wasteful” ways we 
might choose to honor Jesus? Who do you think Jesus 
might be calling you to shower love upon in his stead? 
Faith Element 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Gracious God; loving God in whom we live and 
move and have our being, it is a fertile time in which 
we are living, a time of uncertainty when our faith is 
tried and our fear is easily provoked. 
Be with us in these uncertain times. 
You have promised us a new thing. O Lord, we need 
it. May the new thing be a new faith in our hearts, a 
new lightness in our being, a new reconciliation 
where our relationships are breached, a new trust that 
a way will be found through the wilderness, a new 
joy at the abundance of life wonders. 
May we find the courage to allow those things to die 
which are not serving, and the heart to create space 
for the new things coming. 
O God, may the new thing you are doing, be wrought 
in each of us, in our hearts, our minds, our spirits. Let 
there be peace and renewal on earth, and let it begin 
with us. Amen. 

Mary of Bethany and Jesus share an intimacy analogous 
to the Soul and the Beloved in prayer – wordless 
dialogue surrounded by a depth of mutual silence that 
words might diminish… 
 
A wordless dialogue takes place… 
 
Mary: I know. 
Jesus: I know that you know. 
Mary: Now I know 
         that you know that I know. 
 
Love's deep silence surrounds their mutual understanding 
- a sphere unshattered by words. Only love and only 
prayer can enter the soul's darkness with such intimacy. 
 

~ an excerpt by Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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