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Rearview Mirror Evangelism 

There’s a wise saying about life, that life is best lived 
in the present and understood in the past. When you 
think about it, there’s a lot of merit to that statement; 
if you spend too much of the present time planning 
for the future or worrying about the past, you aren’t 
able to see and enjoy the gift of each moment. And, it 
is only in looking back across the landscape of our 
past that we are able to make sense of the events and 
memories we hold. 
 
Maybe the travelers on the road to Emmaus were 
caught in this all-too-human trap of not being fully 
present in the moment and attentive to the 
relationship at hand. Their hearts and minds were 
devastated by the crucifixion of Jesus. It had 
completely altered their lives, hopes, and dreams. On 
the road to Emmaus they were merely going through 
the motions, traveling through the day to get to the 
next one. Their hearts and minds were stuck in a 

memory loop of 
grief and pain–so 
much so that they 
couldn’t see the 
risen Lord walking 
right beside them. 
 
Giving them the 
benefit of the 
doubt, it’s tough to 
recognize folks out 

of context. There have been plenty of times that I’ve 
failed to recognize someone I met in a church setting 
because they were now in a store or restaurant. It’s 
only later that my mind is able to connect the dots 
and form a recognizable pattern of relationship. So 
maybe it’s not all that unusual that Cleopas and his 
companion fail to make the connection on a dreary 
walk away from the awful experience they’ve had in 
Jerusalem. 
 
They see and recognize Jesus only in the blessing and 
breaking of the bread. This common act of 

hospitality, humanity, celebration, and nourishment 
sparks their neural synapses in ways that words 
could not. It takes the tactile and gustatory senses to 
bring the Messiah into focus before them. All the 
shards of their shattered faith, broken dreams, and 
motley memories coalesce in the loving act of 
blessing and the simple pleasure of sharing a meal. 
Just as quickly the present moment passes, and the 
“rearview mirror effect” kicks in to put everything in 
perspective. Suddenly it makes sense, all the 
teaching, the blessing and breaking of bread, the 
body broken and restored, and the story that must be 
shared. 
 
Jesus is still showing up and bringing people 
moments of poignant clarity that can be fully 
expressed and shared only in the telling and 
recounting. Maybe it happens in baptism or the 
Eucharist, with the sacramental melding of divine 
word and ordinary earthly element. Maybe it 
happens on the road from nowhere to somewhere, or 
in a blinding storm, or dark night of the soul. It 
might even happen in the memory of ordinary, 
everyday saints and their extraordinary witness to 
the grace and mercy of God. Whatever you see and 
experience in the rearview mirror of your faith walk, 
know that it is a powerful story to share and tell. 
Soon the table will be set, the wine poured, and the 
bread blessed and broken for you. Go from that 
table. Share your story. Take a peek into that 
rearview mirror of the soul, and tell the world what 
Jesus is up to in your life. 
  
~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
 

Repentance and baptism lead to changed lives.  Here we 
are referring to “believer’s baptism,” in which a person is 
mature enough to understand, at some level, what baptism 
is all about. But there is also a promise in baptism. 
Consider v. 38. What are the promises Peter lifts up here?  
Now consider v. 39. In this verse John Calvin found 
support for the concept of infant baptism. Have you been 
baptized?  If so, were you baptized as a baby, a young 
person, or an adult?  Ponder your experiences of baptism 
– your own, or baptisms you have witnessed.  Did you 
participate in the remembrance of baptism at Easter? 
What does such a remembrance mean to you?  If you 
have not yet been baptized, are you considering baptism? 
What is holding you back? What questions and concerns 
do you have?  Yucaipa Methodist Church 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  

 
What reasons does the psalmist give for loving God?  
What three reasons would you give for loving God?  Is 
your devotion to God based on what he has done for you?  
Can you make the same promise that the psalmist does in 
116:2? What word pictures does the psalmist use to 
describe his distress? When was a time in your life that 
the psalmist feelings could have described your feelings 
too?  What did the psalmist do when he was in distress?  
What is the first thing you usually do when you are in 
distress? (Be honest!)  How can you publicly 
acknowledge your gratitude to God or what "thank 
offering" can you give him?  Why is gratitude and 
thanksgiving an appropriate way to "give back" to God? 
What effect does thanksgiving have on the one who gives 
it? Read 116:15, what does this verse tell you about God's 
feelings toward you?  How will you answer the question 
in 116:12?  Bible Studies 

____3rd Reading:  1 Peter 1:17-23  
 
Why is love such a cornerstone of the Christian faith? The 
Old Testament idea of being “holy” is to be set apart to be 

different, for a different purpose. How does this meaning 
apply to what Peter is instructing here about putting away 
old practices?  In verse 17 Peter calls the believers 

“foreigners.” In what sense are we foreigners in the world?  
Peter reminds his readers that their freedom was not 
bought with silver or gold – which though precious, 

eventually pass away. They are redeemed with something 
more precious. Why does this matter? Peter commands his 
readers to “love one another deeply, from the heart.” What 

is the significance of this command? How else could we 
love?  What must we do to love in this way?  Why is this 
kind of love vital, both for the giver and the receiver?  
Faith Element 

____4th Reading:  Luke 24:13-35  
 

Where’s your favorite walking place to think, pray or just 
be alone? What do you like about that place?  What kind of 

things do you think these two disciples were talking about?  
Why of all the disciples to visit on this first day of His 
resurrection, would he come alongside these two 

discouraged believers, and for it to be recorded for us?  If 
Jesus were to walk alongside you today, what “heavy 
burdens” would you like Him to carry?  What value do you 

see in Jesus doing a bible study with them instead of just 
telling them who He was?  What stories from Israel’s 
history do you think Jesus would have talked about?  On 

the road of life that you are on today, is the cause of Christ 
burning in your heart, or would you say that you need 
Jesus to come alongside and breathe His words upon the 

embers of your heart?  Group Bible Study 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Meet us, Lord, on the road to Emmaus, 
Guide us on the path toward our destination, 
and renew our strength as we continue to 
walk 
and commune with you. 
Open our eyes, so we see the signs of your 
presence around us; 
Open our hearts, so we may receive your 
peace and love; 
and empower us to pass on to others 
the grace you have shared with us so freely. 
Amen. 
 

~ Rev. Frank Schaefer, Desperate Preacher 

He had no faintest conception till that very hour of 
how they would look, and even doubted their 
existence. But when he saw them he knew that he had 
always known them and realised what part each one 
of them had played at many an hour in his life when 
he had supposed himself alone, so that now he could 

say to them, one by one, not “Who are you?” but “So 
it was you all the time.” All that they were and said 
at this meeting woke memories. The dim 
consciousness of friends about him which had 

haunted his solitudes from infancy was now at last 
explained; that central music in every pure 
experience which had always just evaded memory 
was now at last recovered... He saw not only Them; 
he saw Him. 
                                                 -C.S. Lewis 1898-1963 
                                                  The Screwtape Letters  
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