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Thoughts, readings and reflections
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The readings this week:
◦ Acts 8:26-40 ◦ Psalm 22:25-31
◦ 1 John 4:7-21 ◦ John 15:1-8
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Abide is a Wonderful Verb
When the Spouse and I got married, we received a
huge pile of cards. It’s a beautiful practice, writing
out blessings and giving them, tangibly, to a new
couple. One of the cards had a prayer in it that the
Spouse and I could be home for each other, that
wherever we travelled, we would shelter each other
and offer each other rest. We were about to set of
adventuring overseas so it was a timely blessing and,
over all the peregrinations since, it’s remained so.
It’s a beautiful, difficult calling in marriage – to be
home for each other and to live at home each other –
and so much more beautiful, difficult calling in the
life of faith. Live in God. Make your home in God
that wherever you go, you will be sheltered. Live at
home in God, as God lives at home in you. The
parallel structure and sheer familiarity of that last line
may make it wash over you, but don’t let it. Read it
again. Abide in me as I abide in you. Live at home in
God. God is at home in you.
Last Sunday’s lectionary reading gave us the great
image of the good shepherd, the image from Isaiah
that Jesus echoed in his words and in his ministry.
That image grounds us in the action of God – that
God’s action is primary. Who God is and what God
does comes first.
The image in this week’s reading – of the vine and
the branches – shows that this primary action isn’t
finished. It’s ongoing, it’s pregnant, growing, lifegiving. The vine doesn’t go anywhere, but it
patiently, peacefully provides strength and sustenance
for the branches. The branches hold fast to the vine,
letting life flow through them, bearing fruit. They are
free to grow because the vine supports them. This is
our response to Christ then – living freely and
fruitfully, at home in Christ. And this is a trinitarian
passage, too, because Christ teaches us that the
Father is the vinegrower. God is the life in the vine
and God is the life tending the vine. And we are, too,
are part of that life.

I love this passage because it is yet another call into
the new humanity in Christ. This is a new way of
living – not focussed on rights and wrongs or method
or group identity, but on supported freedom.
Daniel Migliore writes “Christian freedom is the
beginning of a new freedom from the bondage of sin
and for the partnership with God and others.” Faith
Seeking Understanding
Abiding in God is our response to the good shepherd
passages, and involves community as well as
individual action. There’s church for you. God’s
action always precedes, but ours always needs to
follow. It isn’t our actions that create the conditions;
our actions are the growth that the Life produces. At
ground level, this makes sense to me through the lens
of parenting. Love comes first – love always comes
first. My kids don’t need to do anything to get me to
love them. It is just how things are. They are my kids,
and I love them. And loving them, I want to be with
them and to teach them about the world. That’s where
good behavior comes in. Good behavior clears space
so that we can enjoy the love. When we are together
and loving, then things flow smoothly and good
things happen. We are fruitful. When we get turned
aside, one way or the other, things get rockier and we
need to spend more time on learning how to be
good. How much more so with God.
Later in the passage, it is the words of Christ that
abide with us, and that’s helpful, too. We need the
words of life in our minds and in our hearts if we are
to live at home with God. These mothering words of
encouragement and repair that keep us focused and
loving.
~ Katie Munnik,
Presbyterian
Record

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 8:26-40
Do you think it might be significant that the Spirit did not
directly tell Philip what he would be doing
on the road to Gaza? What clues do we have from this
passage that the man was already interested in the Jewish
faith? Why is this fact important to the story? Why is it
significant that this man was reading this particular
passage from Isaiah when he encountered Philip? Why
do you think God took Philip away immediately after the
man was baptized? Why not allow Philip to stay and
teach him more? Why do you think the early Jewish
Christians had such a hard time allowing the Gospel to
spread to other kinds of people? What kinds of people do
today’s Christians sometimes think are beyond the
Gospel’s reach? How does God “prepare” people to hear
the Good News? What kinds of reasons do we use to
excuse ourselves from sharing the Gospel with others?
Faith Element

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 22:25-31
Why does it hurt when a friend rejects you or turns a cold
shoulder? In gratitude for God's rescue and deliverance,
David wants to host a world-wide feast to honor God.
From 22:26-29, describe what happens at this celebration.
If you were to host a feast to celebrate God's grace and
mercy to you, what would you say in proposing a toast to
our King? Verse 30 says that future generations, even
those yet unborn, will be told about the Lord so that they,
too, can serve God. What can you do to make sure this
happens? Why, specifically, did God forsake Jesus? Why
is it important to remember this? When you are
overcome with grief and feeling abandoned even by God,
how does it help to know that Jesus also experienced
despair and abandonment? How are verses 22-31 a
description of Jesus' victory celebration, won by his death
and resurrection? Am I Forsaken? Psalm 22

The contemplative life, “with its long slow growth
and costly training,” as Evelyn Underhill puts it,
prepares the human person for the life of compassion,
union with the Holy … and with people.
Life is grounded in community. We are planted with
neighbors. Our vines and root systems enmesh. We
drink the same water and breath the same air. Jesus
taught that you can’t love God and not strive to love
others.
Be encouraged to pray about the love of God and
neighbor. Here’s a phrase to ground this week’s
prayer-improvisation: Bruno Barnhart writes, “Abide
in me”: root yourselves in this central place, and
remain rooted here, and my life will flow through you
and bear fruit in the world.
~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: 1 John 4:7-21
Why might understanding that God is love, be so crucial to
our understanding of God, and how we relate to him?
How does God show us we are loved? How do we know
we are of God? What does John say about fear? How
would your life be different if you truly lived without fear
of punishment, rather you lived out of your identity as
being fully loved by God? What is the biggest enemy in
your life to living a life motivated by the love of God? Ask
the Holy Spirit to help. Anthem Church
____4th Reading: John 15:1-8

Praying Toward Sunday
Lord, we would grow with you
and bring forth fruit
that is pleasing to you
fed by your living water
giving sustenance to others
Lord, we would grow with you
~ contemporary Welsh prayer, A Place for Prayer

“Bearing fruit does not create disciples; bearing fruit
reveals disciples. Both of these activities are dependent on
abiding in Jesus, the real vine.” ~ Sarah Henrich
Which image is more meaningful to you, the good
shepherd or the vine and its branches? Why? How does
John's image of the vine challenge our contemporary
standards about individual achievement and personal
success? In what ways could the church today continue in
the tradition of Paul, Anthony, Francis, Luther, and "the
rest"? What does the word "abide" evoke in you? What
does Sarah Henrich's statement about bearing fruit
"revealing" disciples rather than "making" disciples mean
to you? Weekly Seeds

