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Jesus Keeps Showing Up
Easter Sunday, when Eddie Wiggin showed up, none
of us knew he was coming. Eddie is the son of a
parishioner who was, until the time of his death, a very
active and beloved member of the congregation. Their
son Eddie was born with Down syndrome and when
he first was born he was sheltered, hidden from the
congregation, until a former priest of the church said,
“Bring him to church.” He learned to serve at the altar,
skills that I was impressed he had not forgotten. Eddie
was pressed into service. The banner that his parents
gave to the church was taken down and he carried it in
procession. But he could not see in front of him so he
had to be guided by Ed Hammond, an older man also
with Down syndrome, into the church.
The moment was priceless. The two could not see and
so the last of the procession inched forward while the
front of the procession had already arrived at the
sanctuary. Up the aisle walked the young crucifer and
torch bearers in front of the full choir, while Eddie,
Ed, Jim Wilson, the associate priest, and I trailed
along behind Eddie to the singing of Jesus Christ is
Risen today. It was a holy moment, one that I had not
anticipated. I know there were some who were
dismayed at the slow pace of our banner bearers.

out places. We could have gone home. It was
enough, another homely incursion of Jesus through
the locked doors of our hearts, breaking in to show
us that what we do now is filled with the life of those
who have gone before and those who will come
after. And yet that day and so many times before and
after, Jesus walked with us, slowly almost painfully
coming with us up the aisle, walking with the two
Eddies, two valiant ones with good souls, leading
the clergy.
So there are times when we are the church and times
we are akin to those frightened disciples behind
bolted doors. And it is to that church also, to which
the risen Christ comes. The risen Christ comes and
says “Peace be with you.” And tells them he is
sending them out into the world to be his hands and
feet, wounded and yet holy instruments of the living
God. Then he breathes on them, giving them the
Holy Spirit, bestowing on them the power to forgive
sins. Church is a gift from a God who refuses to
leave us be. God comes to us. God’s presence makes
the church. To the church who has nothing, Christ
gives everything: Spirit, Mission, and Forgiveness.
Church isn’t my hard work, your earnest effort, our
long-range planning. Church is a gift, a visitation, an
intrusion of the living Christ standing among us.

Certainly they had their points. I was terribly
spontaneous sometimes and enlisting the
inexperienced Ed into the procession was a stretch.
And yet his father had recently died in the hospital
while I stood beside him with the doctor, an orthodox
Jew, as we shut off the life support and we each held a
hand while his heartbeat slipped away, his stepmother
in the emergency room bed only twenty feet away. So
when Eddie showed up, there was a rightness to have
their son carry the banner that was given by them to
the church. I walked entranced by the sheer poignancy
of the event.

That Easter Sunday the two Eddies led us out of the
church. We left the banner behind and they walked
hand and hand in front of us down the aisle as the
three Haitian sisters and cousins led the choir as we
sang, ”O
Happy Day.”
On the way to
God as the
rafters rang,
we danced
and sang.

The music continued until the two banner carriers
reached the front of the church, and we clergy found
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Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Peter “brings it home” in these verses. Verse 37 confirms
that his sermon “hits home.” Members of the crowd are
“cut to the heart.” What aspects of Peter’s message would
cut to the heart of his first century listeners, in your
opinion? Over 2000 years later, in a very different world
and a very different culture, what aspects of Jesus’ story
might cut to the heart of people today? ...people who have
heard his name but don’t know who he is? What is it
about Jesus and his story that cuts to your heart? United
Methodist Church of Yucaipa

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 16
Describe a time, we’ve all had them, when God was for
you more “concept” than reality. Have you interacted
with people who “left God” because He did not do their
bidding? What is one promise that stands out to you from
this Psalm? Read Acts 13:27-41 to see how Paul used
this text. What point of Psalm 16 did Paul show Jesus
fulfilled? Why is this important? So much of
Christianity hangs on the resurrection, why? Believing
God as Reality verses concept is also step of faith. How
do we help people take the first step? When your world
suddenly “quakes” and tragedy strikes do you move
toward God or away? Plymouth Alliance Church
Thomas
They scream at me,
“You missed him!”
I didn’t get to see.
I left on a whim while they saw history.
When I return they tell such lies.
He was here, he is risen, he is alive.
I will not believe till I’ve seen with my eyes.
I will not agree till I’ve touched his side.
Do you hear my anger?
Can you feel what I say?
All you’ve seen is an unknown stranger.
Our world does not work this way.
Then a voice I’d know from anywhere speaks,
“Thomas these things you say aren’t true.
Hear my bones creak,
see where I’m bruised.
Shout from the rooftops,
speak the words,
‘The tombs of night hold truth no more.
Freedom has come for those who have born
tears
sorrow
grief
and doubt’.”
~ Richard Bryant, Food for Thought

Praying Toward Sunday
Living God,
You appeared to your disciples in their hour of
fear, and offered them your peace to still their
hearts.
May we open our arms
to be living hope in the world today, bringing
peace to those in living in fear.
Give us courage to be bold in what we believe;
may we hold firm to your promise of life and
hope, and strive for a new world, free from
poverty, injustice and conflict.
~ Monthly Prayers, Christian Aid

____3rd Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Paul begins his letter with praise to God because of the
resurrection of Jesus. Why is the resurrection – of all the
parts of Jesus’ life and ministry – such an indispensable
part of the Christian faith? In light of this, why is it so
significant that Peter’s readers never had a first-hand
experience with Jesus? In verse 3, many translations have
the phrase “living hope.” Talk about the different meanings
of this simple but profound phrase. We are often used to
thinking of salvation as a “here and now” event, but Peter
speaks of it as something that has not yet come to pass.
What do you think this could mean? Is salvation perhaps
both a present AND a future event? Think about the
process of refining gold, as you understand it. What
happens to the gold during the process, and what is the end
result? In a similar way, how do our sufferings and trials
refine our faith? Does our faith always grow when we
suffer? If not, what makes the difference? How have you
suffered and grown in your faith? Faith Element
____4th Reading: John 20:19-31
Did you like "show and tell" as a youth? What about now
with your faith? Considering all the wondrous miracles
they experienced, why were the Disciples so afraid of the
Jewish leaders that they hid from them? What prevents
you from "wrapping your mind around" events that are
hard to understand or believe? What does it mean to be
called to holiness? What can you do to prevent negative
skepticism and cynicism? What happens when we give in
to this? What should you do with a Truth from God that
you can't "wrap your mind around?" How can you better
handle disillusionment and disappointment? What does a
life filled with joy and praise for Christ look like? What
can you do to look to His guidance from His Word and
Holy Spirit, and walk in Him? Into Thy Word Ministries

