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Life in His Name 
 
One thing’s for sure about the life of faith: it’s not a one-
size-fits-all proposition. Just as each one of us is a 
uniquely created child of God, so too are our faith 
journeys unique. Yes, we share the same basic fabric of 
faith–one Lord, one baptism–and we are all part of the 
Body of Christ, but the cut and style of our faith vary 
greatly. And that’s perfectly fine because Jesus meets 
folks where they are. This week’s gospel reading makes 
that abundantly clear. 
 
Instead of looking at this snapshot from John’s gospel as 
merely Thomas’ encounter with the risen Christ, maybe 
we need to explore it from our Lord’s perspective of 
relationship, of reaching out and clothing us in his love 
and with his own name and identity. 
 
Think about it: The disciples are devastated after the 
crucifixion. They’re terrified on so many levels: they have 
lost their beloved teacher, they may be implicated as his 
followers, his body is missing, and their lives are changed 
forever in the span of a few days. Things are bleak, yet 
Jesus comes. He brings peace. He brings the breath of the 
Spirit. He commissions them for service, equipping them 
to witness. And he loves them. 
 
Thomas, one of the twelve, is not there to see Jesus the 
first time he visits. No matter. Jesus comes again and 
meets Thomas at his own point of need. It’s custom-
tailored ministry with a blessing for all future disciples 
stitched right in. That’s how our Lord works. No one is 
left out. There’s a place for all of us. That’s the beauty of 
life in Christ. 
 
Peter understood that as a firsthand witness to the 
resurrection, and commissioned by Jesus himself, he went 
out and shared this good news so that those who had not 
seen might believe by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
through the faithful witness of others. His words in the 
epistle lesson remind us, “Although you have not seen 
him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribably 
and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls” (1:8-9). 
 
This “hand-me-down” or vintage or classic faith 
(depending on how you prefer to spin it), is tried and true, 
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tested and worn well throughout the centuries. There’s a 
size and a fit for everyone, and Jesus, the master tailor of 
salvation, ensures that we are all clothed in him, given life 
abundant both now and eternally. 
 
Yes, living life in his name, wearing the name of Christian, 
is both corporate and personal, part uniform and part 
original creation. It is a both/and reality, both Christian and 
as such member of the Body of Christ and also Christian 
and beloved child of God. Wherever and whenever Jesus 
meets you or me or anyone, we are clothed in Christ and 
able to proclaim with Thomas and countless others 
throughout the ages, “My Lord and my God!” 
 
                                  ~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

 

Stumhle, Thomas 
 
Seeker, twin of Tomas, keep searching. 
Keep looking to see; keep stretching out your hand. 
 
Your questioning is not refusal; it is loyalty, 
faithfulness to the Presence, not the rumor. 
 
Don't let some preacher tell you what to think. 
Seek the living Christ who moves your hand, who 
trembles it. 
 
Don't fall for the happily ever after Jesus, 
the It was nothing, I'm fine Jesus: 
 
seek the true suffering Christ, whose wounds you can 
feel, 
whose marks sting you, whose forgiveness saves. 
 
The Beloved isn't testing you, but will reach out a 
hand 
and give you what you need for your next step. 
 
Don't require yourself to believe any but your heart. 
The next step isn't likely a leap of faith 
 
but to stumble upon love and fall to your knees 
crying ,”My Beloved, my Sovereign, my Life-Giver, 
my God!”  
 

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=40
https://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2014/04/life-in-his-name/
https://www.unfoldinglight.net/reflections/mmwrbe5rff5p8gypakheyg2smeyztk


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 

This passage reminds us that God has a plan for each of 
us, but how do you understand the idea of God having a 
plan for your life? Is this a passive event that will unfold 
before you, or does it require action from you? And what 
can you do in your daily life to actively participate in 
God’s plan for you? What parts of Peter’s speech “cut to 
the heart” of the modern reader?  How does the Church 
maintain the quality of its proclamation throughout the 
highs and lows of the calendar year?  The Episcopal Church 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 16 

 
How often have you started out your prayers like this?  
Do you find it easy or difficult to identify with this 
Psalm?   Who is speaking in this psalm and what is his 
situation?  What is remarkable about the tenor of this 
psalm?  How does the Psalmist speak of God in this 
psalm?  What does Christ say that God is going to do with 
Him in the last verses of the psalm?  How can Christ 
identify with our sufferings and trials?  Do you ever think 
about death? Have you ever seen anybody die? Is it a 
mystery to you? Are you afraid of it? Why should we not 
fear death? Is the Lord the most important part of our 
lives? What will our perspective of death be if God is our 
chief desire in life?  Generations 

____3rd Reading:  1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Paul begins his letter with praise to God because of the 
resurrection of Jesus. Why is the resurrection – of all the 
parts of Jesus’ life and ministry – such an indispensable 
part of the Christian faith?  In light of this, why is it so 
significant that Peter’s readers never had a first-hand 
experience with Jesus?  Why do you think Peter 
particularly stresses that this inheritance will not “perish, 
spoil or fade”?  We are often used to thinking of salvation 
as a “here and now” event, but Peter speaks of it as 
something that has not yet come to pass. What do you 
think this could mean? Is salvation perhaps both a present 
AND a future event?  Does our faith always grow when we 
suffer? If not, what makes the difference?  Faith Element 
 

____4th Reading:  John 20:19-31 
 

John is very intentional in letting his readers know that the 
doors were locked. What do you think is the significance 
of this being added to the description of the events?  The 
disciples were locked into this room in fear.  Why were 
they fearful? What else could have locked in them in their 
fear?  How do you think fear effects the church? Have you 
ever been locked in by fear?  What about doubt, like 
Thomas?  The Holy Spirit was given to the disciples, what 
is their task? How can we can cooperate with the Holy 
Spirit and risk, break barriers, and step out for Jesus. 
Where do your passions lie? What are your barriers? In 
what direction do you feel called, if any? How can you 
share the good news?  Little Trinity 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

How do we find the faith to believe the story of 
Easter, Jesus? 
How do we grasp its truth? 
We can only accept it; 
refusing to reduce it to scientific debate 
or historical literalism 
kneeling with humility and awe beside the blood-
stained cross 
and the empty grave; 
For then, we are your witnesses. 
 

How do we understand the mystery of your death and 
life, Jesus? 
How do we explain it? 
We can only live it; 
allowing it to permeate every grain 
of this sand that forms us, 
every thought, every priority, every act and every 
interaction, 
For then we are your witnesses, 
and you deserve nothing less from us. 
 

Amen. 
~ John van de Laar 

The new rises through the old - our sins and mistakes, 
our frail bodies, our histories, events, relationships, 
tragedies, our senses, our memories, our intellects, our 
imaginations. In the fourth century Hilary of Poitiers 
wrote "God will repair what has been shattered, but not 
by mending it with something else. Rather, out of the 
old and very same material of its origin, God will 
impart to it an appearance of beauty pleasing to 
Himself." 
 

Here is the core gift of Christianity. We participate in 
the Resurrection: we become Christ's body and like 
shafts of wheat we lose our dry husks and rise from the 
old with godlike marks. Even the forces of hell 
contends with this principle. Seeking to grasp a body it 
meets God instead. Seeking to overtake earth it 
encounters heaven. But how obvious is this? Can we 
speed up time? Can we know what happens beyond 
and behind our senses? No. But in addition to 
observing resurrection in nature, a liturgical life offers 
training in subtle awareness of the fundamental truth 
of regeneration. Sign after sign. Dawn after dawn. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=40
https://episcopalchurch.org/bible-study/easter-2a
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=40
https://www.generations.org/devotionals/27
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=40
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50206719e4b03f6f4d18a86b/t/5357356fe4b0d988ab9de9f4/1398224239016/mental042714_6-17.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=40
http://littletrinity.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/John-2019-31-Locked-In-and-Out.pdf
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/resurrection2.html

